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Introduction 

 

We are in the midst of a massive upsurge of the global class struggle. In the past weeks a number of 

countries have experienced heightened class struggles which often resulted in the emergence of pre-

revolutionary or even revolutionary situation. To name only the most important ones: 

* Ecuador: A popular upsurge against the austerity package 1 

* Chile: A youth-led revolt against drastic subway fare hike and against right-wing President Piñera 

* Haiti: A popular uprising against the neoliberal pro-US regime of Jovenel Moïse 

* Honduras: Mass protests against the reactionary government of President Hernandez 2 

* Iraq: A revolutionary upsurge against the corrupt government of Adel Abdul-Mahdi 3 

* Lebanon: A popular upheaval against the government of Prime Minister Hariri and its tax hikes 4 

* Egypt: A new upsurge of mass protests against the military dictatorship of General Sisi 5 

* Algeria: ongoing mass protests against the “old guard” of the army which tries to keep power 6 

* Hong Kong: A popular revolt against the Beijing-imposed regime of Carry Lam 7 

* Kashmir: A looming intifada and a general strike against the evocation of autonomy rights by the 

right-wing Hindu chauvinist government of Narendra Modi 8 

* Catalunya / Spanish State: A mass upsurge in reaction to the draconic prison sentences against nine 

leaders of the Catalan independence movement 9 

* In addition, there is an ongoing global mass movement led by youth against climate change 10 

In addition to these, the heroic liberation wars of the Syrian people against the Assad dictatorship 

(since March 2011) 11 and of the Yemeni people against the Saudi-led invasion (since March 2015) are 

still continuing despite all setbacks and mass killings. 12 Furthermore, there have been a number of 

significant struggles and political confrontations in other countries which might not have already 

resulted in pre-revolutionary situations but which are nevertheless significant (e.g. general strike in 

Columbia, violent clashes in Guinea, teachers strike in Jordan, the Gilets Jaunes in France 13, mass 

protests against electoral fraud and repression in Russia, etc.). In the case of Sudan we have seen a 

degree of stabilization after a democratic-counterrevolutionary compromise and the creation of a 

bourgeois “transitional government”. However, this situation could change soon. 14 

Some of these struggles achieved partial victories (e.g. Ecuador). However, nearly all of them face 

brutal repression by the state apparatus. Such repression is not surprising since the capitalist regimes 

have little room to maneuver – we are, as we outlined in our recent analysis of the world economy, at 

the beginning of another Great Recession. 15 Hence, the ruling class tries to suppress these popular 

revolts as much as possible. 

As we have already pointed out somewhere else, the current upswing of the global class struggle 

must not be viewed in isolation. It has to be seen – in fact it can only be understood – in combination 



with several other crucial developments which, in combination, herald a dramatic shift in the world 

situation. These additional developments are a) the decay of the capitalist world economy, b) the 

decline of U.S. hegemony globally and, in particular, in the Middle East 16 and c) the political domestic 

crisis of counter-revolutionary leaders in the West (e.g. Trump, Netanyahu, Mohammed bin Salman, 

General Sisi). 17 

The combined process of these four fundamental developments will, most likely, result in a significant 

aggravation of the economic and political crisis of capitalism and a massive intensification of the 

struggles between the classes and the states. While the outcome of this process is unpredetermined, it 

is evident that there exists the possibility of the emergence of a pre-revolutionary world situation. 

This course of the events does not come as a surprise. As a result of our efforts in the past years to 

analyze the current historic period of capitalist decay and its specific characteristics, we have been 

able to explain the fundamental line of development, to predict the general course of events and to 

prepare politically for them. 

Readers can verify this on the basis of a number of documents which the Revolutionary Communist 

International Tendency (RCIT) published in the past years. 18 In our book on the World Perspectives 2018, 

we noted: “One could say that we are in a pre-phase of capitalist breakdown, i.e. we are before a phase of 

catastrophic events like major wars, economic collapse and revolutionary explosions. (…) In summary, the 

present world situation is characterized by an increasing polarization and instability. It is pregnant with huge 

possibilities as well as dangers. The multitude of factors and the intertwining of conflicting forces exclude the 

possibility of a concrete prognosis. But the general tendency of development is absolutely clear: the old world 

order is breaking down and we are heading towards both devastating regional wars as well as (pre-

)revolutionary waves of popular uprisings. This puts an enormous responsibility on the shoulders of all activists 

fighting against imperialism and capitalist exploitation!” (Theses 16 and 17) 

And a few months ago, we summarized the theses of our World Perspectives 2019 document in the 

following sentences: “In conclusion, all elements of the world situation point to global political and economic 

earthquakes ahead. Such convulsions will result in a major transformation of the world political situation. The 

developing Great Recession will destabilize the social fabric in all countries and accelerate the assault of each 

ruling class against the exploited classes. They will try to rob from the workers and oppressed even more than 

they have done already in preceding decades. This process will inevitably include increasing attacks on 

democratic rights and a tendency towards the creation of authoritarian regimes. The Great Powers will intensify 

their rivalry and so will a number of regional powers. In other words, the war danger will dramatically 

accelerate. The counter-revolutionary offensive of the ruling class has provoked and will continue to provoke 

mass struggles and revolutionary upheavals. In short, a phase full of military tensions and saber-rattling, class 

struggles, counter-revolutionary attacks, and revolutionary explosions lies ahead of us. We are heading towards 

a volcanic political eruption.” (Thesis 40) 

 

The relevance of the democratic question 

 

The purpose of this article is not a detailed analysis of each of these struggles. The RCIT has already 

published statements and articles on most of these popular revolts as can be seen in the footnotes 

above. Obviously, we will continue to do so. In the present essay, we will rather limit ourselves to 



outline some important characteristics of the present popular uprisings and to discuss the necessary 

conclusions for the strategy of revolutionaries. 

A common characteristic is that these mass revolts have an elementary character. They usually focus on 

economic attacks (austerity packages, price rises, higher taxes, etc.) and/or democratic demands 

(corruption, authoritarian laws, dictatorships, etc.). We already noted in our World Perspectives 2019 

document that “the ruling classes around the world are waging a reactionary offensive against the social and 

democratic rights of the working class and oppressed.” 

This is not surprising. The capitalist crisis pushes the bourgeois government all around the world to 

attack the remaining social gains of the masses. Furthermore, the increasing erosion of the social basis 

and popular support for these government forces them to rely more and more on authoritarian laws 

and repression. This means that the present polarization with an increasingly aggressive reactionary 

trend among the bourgeoisie pushing for an authoritarian “solution” is not a temporary phenomenon. 

It is a necessity for the ruling class in a period of capitalist decay to strive towards one or the other 

form of an open dictatorship. The struggle against such tendencies will remain of central importance 

for the Marxist program. As Trotsky emphasized repeatedly, it is necessary to combine the struggle 

for minimal demands – like the defense of social gains or democratic rights – with a transitional 

program directed at the conquest of power. 19 In the end, only the overthrow of the capitalist class via 

a socialist revolution of the working class and the oppressed will eradicate the danger of bourgeois 

authoritarianism and fascism. 

We are convinced that such an approach is particularly relevant in the present period. Hence, the 

RCIT has repeatedly pointed to the significant relevance of the democratic question in the present 

historic period. 20 This is why we have always rejected a sectarian approach which ignored or despised 

the relevance of democratic demands and denounced them as a kind of “backward” issue not worthy 

the attention of Marxists.  

“Without understanding the revolutionary potential of the democratic question and its relationship to the 

strategy of permanent revolution, one is incapable of finding a correct political orientation in the current events 

in the Arab world (or anywhere else). Ignoring the challenges of prevailing mass consciousness, with all of its 

initial petty-bourgeois democratic limitations, leads directly to the cul-de-sac of sectarian isolation. 

Revolutionaries must champion the democratic question and not leave it to the petty-bourgeois leaders and 

bourgeois traitors! This was the approach of the Bolsheviks and Leon Trotsky… and this is our approach too!” 21 

 

Violence and pacifism 

 

Another important feature, related to the previous point, is the violent character of nearly all mass 

protests in the recent weeks and months. This reflects an important development. The increasing 

authoritarian character of the bourgeois governments and its repressive handling of the protests have 

provoked a growing readiness of sectors of the masses to fight back by any means necessary. 

It is obviously a positive development if sectors of the masses learn that pacifism is a useless and 

illusionary approach when faced with the bourgeois state. It has always been a pillar of the Marxist 

program that the capitalist state can not be overthrown without violence and, hence, that “there can be 



no peaceful evolution towards socialism.“ 22 Lenin insisted repeatedly on this key lesson: „History has 

shown that without revolutionary coercion victory cannot be achieved. Without revolutionary coercion directed 

against the avowed enemies of the workers and peasants, it is impossible to break down the resistance of these 

exploiters.“ 23 

Of course, this does not mean that Marxists endorse acts like senseless violence against public 

property or looting. But the conclusion from this is not to denounce violence as such but rather to 

advocate the organizing of the masses in order to fight back against the bourgeoisie state forces in a 

purposeful way. This is why revolutionaries should advocate the formation of self-defence committees 

which protect demonstrations against the brutal police and which, at a later point, can be developed 

into workers and popular militias. 

In contrast, it has been always a classic feature of petty-bourgeois reformism and centrism to imagine 

that a peaceful transformation to socialism would be possible. The RCIT warns that it is unavoidable 

that reformist and centrist forces will use their influence in order to spread pacifist illusions and to 

undermine any efforts to build such self-defence committees. As we have pointed our repeatedly 

various Stalinists and pseudo-Marxist centrists like the CWI and the IMT defend theories that a 

peaceful transformation to socialism is possible. We emphasize that this is a dangerous illusion which 

has been refuted by history again and again! 24 

 

Spontaneity and raw mass consciousness 

 

Another crucial feature of the upsurge of global class struggle is its largely spontaneous character. 

There are certain exceptions like for example in Ecuador where several indigenous mass organizations 

like CONAIE as well as trade unions played a leading role in it. The well-rooted Comitès de Defensa de 

la República are also playing an important role in the popular upsurge in Catalunya. However, in most 

cases – and even in the two cases mentioned – there exists a large degree of spontaneity. 

This is largely the result of the discrediting of existing bourgeois, petty-bourgeois and reformist 

leaderships. The masses are looking for new ways and new alternatives. Such a spontaneous character 

of the protests reflects on one hand a crucial element for any revolutionary upsurge: a deep-seating 

hatred of the masses against the rulers and a strong determination to fight against injustice. It also 

reflects that the masses don’t longer trust the old leaderships (or at least don’t wait for them and don’t 

trust them blindly). 

On the other hand, Marxists must also see the weaknesses and dangers of such spontaneity. First, 

there is a huge danger that popular upsurges erupt as spontaneous outbursts but disappear again 

relatively soon because of the lack of structures. Various rebellions in Iraq, the Umbrella movement in 

Hong Kong in 2014, the Occupy Wall Street movement in 2011 are examples for this. 

Secondly, the ruling class is well-organized and in the end it will smash any mass movement if it does 

not organize itself and fights back in an organized way. Hence, revolutionaries have to explain 

patiently the urgent necessity to organize the masses in committees of actions rooted in work places, 

neighbourhoods, schools and universities, villages, etc. Such committees should elect delegates in order to 

coordinate the struggle locally, regionally and nationally. 



Furthermore, spontaneity opens the doors for various petty-bourgeois and bourgeois forces which 

will try to influence the mass movements in a dangerous direction. The reactionary role of pro-

American groups in the Hong Kong protest movement is an example for this. The role of petty-

bourgeois liberals and later Islamists in the Arab Revolution is another example. Or take the pro-UN 

forces in the “Friday for Futures” movement who insist of coordinating all activities with the police. 

Such forces exploit existing illusions and try to channel them into a futile direction. 

 

The role of backward ideologies 

 

Related to this issue is another question which is often misunderstood by Marxists today. The lack of 

experience of the masses, the absence of a revolutionary mass party, setbacks in struggles – all this 

results in a situation where the popular masses enter the battle field with a backward consciousness. 

Such a backward consciousness can take varying forms. It can result in naïve hopes that the United 

Nations could reverse the climate change or that it shall intervene in this or that country in order to 

find a solution. It can take the form of various petty-bourgeois ideologies (nationalism, Islamism, 

libertarianism, etc.). Or it can take the form of illusions into foreign powers (e.g. illusions in the West 

in Hong Kong). 

Unfortunately, Marxists draw all too often wrong conclusions from such developments. One type of 

mistake is sectarian denouncing such movements because of their backward consciousness. Such an 

approach is highly dangerous. It condemns revolutionaries to self-isolation from important mass 

struggles. It is based on a failure to understand the role of ideology in a dialectical and 

materialistically way. Marxists have to view the role of backward ideologies in mass movements 

primarily as a distorted expression of social interests. This is often the role of ideology in the 

consciousness of the masses, as Engels explained in a letter to Franz Mehring in 1893: 

"Ideology is a process which of course is carried on with the consciousness of the so-called thinker but with a false 

consciousness. The real driving forces which move him, he remains unaware of, otherwise it would not be an 

ideological process. He therefore imagines false or apparent driving forces." 25 

It is therefore not surprising that liberation struggles have taken place many times under the banner of 

religion. Engels, referring to the peasant wars in Europe in the 16th century, wrote: 

"In the so-called religious wars of the Sixteenth Century, very positive material class-interests were at play, and 

those wars were class wars just as were the later collisions in England and France. If the class struggles of that 

time appear to bear religious earmarks, if the interests, requirements and demands of the various classes hid 

themselves behind a religious screen, it little changes the actual situation, and is to be explained by conditions of 

the time." 26 

Engels’ approach remains relevant today since religion has also played an enormous ideological role 

in liberation struggles in the modern epoch of imperialism. As examples we refer to the Boxer rebellion 

in China in 1900, the role of Islamist forces like Mojahedin-e Khalq in Iran in the 1970s, Hamas and 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the Afghan Talibans or various Islamist currents in Syria, Yemen and Egypt 

today, to name only a few examples. 



Petty-bourgeois liberalism has been another ideology influencing the masses as we can see currently 

in Hong Kong or in the Climate Change movement. Nationalism is highly influential in other cases (e.g. 

in all countries of the Arab Revolution, in Catalunya). 

However, while Marxists obviously reject the wrong and illusionary agenda of such movements, they 

cannot and must not ignore the democratic and revolutionary class interests which lurk behind the 

religious (or nationalist etc.) fog, as these manifest the determination of the oppressed popular classes 

to overthrow a reactionary regime or a foreign imperialist invader. Marxists have to support and 

relate to this progressive class interest and oppose such movements’ reactionary politics so as to be 

able to break the workers and oppressed away from the petty-bourgeois leaderships and to win them 

over to revolutionary politics. 

We point out in this context that the famous world-wide revolt of the workers and youth in 1968 did 

also start with very limited demands and highly confused ideologies. The university students were 

demanding only some reforms in the education system or the end of the U.S. military intervention in 

Vietnam. For a long time they had a disdain for the working class and considered it as “fully 

integrated into the system” (not accidently were petty-bourgeois ideologists of the so-called Frankfurt 

School like Herbert Marcuse highly influential for a long time). It was only after a process of several 

years that many activists turned towards Marxism (at least in those versions which were available at 

that time). 

On the other hand it would be equally wrong to opportunistically adapt to such backward ideologies 

in mass movements. Surely, sterile sectarian denunciations are entirely wrong. But neither must 

Marxists share the illusions of the masses. Spreading illusions that peaceful transition is possible, that 

the system can be changed via parliamentary elections, that the “multitude” instead of the working 

class is the subject for social change – all these are examples of such an opportunist adaption to an 

underdeveloped mass consciousness. 

 

United Front Tactic 

 

In periods like the present one where Marxists are a tiny minority in large mass movements, it is 

particularly urgent to understand the method of the united front tactic and to apply it according to the 

circumstances. First, it is crucial to work within mass movement irrespective of the immature, 

backward consciousness of most participants. Obviously, such an approach would be wrong in cases 

of reactionary movements (e.g. the right-wing movement in the Ukraine in spring 2014 or the recent 

pro-US protests led by the bourgeois opposition politician Gaido in Venezuela). However, the vast 

majority of mass movements today reflect a progressive reaction of the popular classes against attacks 

of the bourgeoisie and imperialism. Any sectarian abstentionism from such legitimate movements 

would be utterly wrong. 

Secondly, it is crucial for revolutionaries to advocate the necessary tactics in order to win the struggle. 

This means calling for the appropriate forms of mass actions (mass demonstrations, strikes, general 

strikes, occupations, etc.) as well as for the appropriate forms of mass organization (committees of 

actions, self-defense committees, etc.). 



Thirdly, the united front method necessitates appeals to significant forces in such mass movements for 

joint actions resp. to call them to take up the tactics which are necessary to win the struggle. 27 It is true 

that usually such forces don’t have a revolutionary but rather a reformist or populist character. 

However, since the masses currently follow such forces (and not the Marxists), it is necessary to relate 

to their illusions. Masses learn through their experience and the task of Marxists is to aid the masses in 

this process. Putting demands on such reformist or populist leaderships can help the masses to make 

such experience. In addition, it helps the Marxists to get access to the masses so that they can explain 

their program and to win sectors of the vanguard. 

Finally, Marxists must explain the masses the deficits of the current leaderships, what is wrong with 

their politics and why they must be replaced by a revolutionary leadership. 

 

Is this a new 1968? 

 

The current global wave of mass struggles is indeed exceptional. The only parallel in recent history is 

first phase of the Great Arab Revolution in 2011. However, as the name already indicates, this 

revolutionary process was limited to only a single region. 28 Today we have a truly global process of 

mass uprisings. 

A parallel which comes into mind is the upsurge of mass struggles around the year 1968. At that time 

the world order was shaken by anti-imperialist liberation wars (e.g. Vietnam) as well as mass 

struggles up to general strikes in various countries (France, Italy, Mexico, Argentina, Czechoslovakia, 

India, etc.). In addition, there were huge upheavals in China against the backdrop of the so-called 

“Cultural Revolution”. 

Are we already in such “68 moment”? We think that is not the case, at least not yet. The main reason 

for such an assessment is that until now the popular upsurges have not reached major countries of the 

capitalist world order. In those cases where they have affected such major countries the popular 

upsurge remains isolated to a specific region (i.e. Hong Kong in China and Kashmir in India). A 

similar situation is the case in Catalunya and the Spanish State. 

However, there can be no doubt that this situation can change relatively quickly. Why should it not be 

possible that the fire of Ecuador electrifies Mexico, Argentina or Brazil?! Or why should the example 

of Kashmir and Hong Kong not inspire others in China or India?! And could it not easily be the case 

that the military dictatorship of General Sisi crumbles pretty soon and he – and may be Saudi’s 

Mohammed bin Salman too – might ask be forced to ask Trump or Putin for asylum?! And can the 

example of Catalunya not find copycats in Europe?! And is it beyond imagination that a reactionary 

dumbass like Trump could try to impose a state of emergency and provokes thereby the first 

revolutionary situation in the United States since 1865?! 

Naturally, these are only just a few examples. However, we think they demonstrate very clearly that 

we are nearing a “68 moment”. True, there can be reversals – even in the near future. The Hong Kong 

uprising can be smashed by an invasion of the Chinese PLA. Idlib could be drowning in blood by the 

Assadist army and the Russian Air Force (with the implicit help of Erdoğan). But when we talk about 

the nearing of a “68 moment” we don’t mean this to happen necessarily in the coming weeks. As we 



indicated before the events in 1968 where prepared by various mass protests in the years before. 

However, it seems to us that we have entered such a process. 

Of course, it would be naïve and silly to believe that we have entered now a period of never-ending 

upswing of global class struggle. The lack of revolutionary leadership, the inexperience of the masses, 

the influence of various petty-bourgeois forces – all this makes it nearly inevitable that the workers 

and oppressed will suffer setbacks or even outright defeats. This is the real life of class struggle which 

might be uncomfortable for reformist routines or sectarian phrase-mongers. However, masses learn 

only in such struggles and vanguard forces are only tested in such experiences. Revolutionary 

organizations themselves are forged in such historical moments. Authentic revolutionaries look 

towards such upsurges of the global class struggle full of joy and are prepared to fully throw 

themselves into such movements. The unavoidable defeats don’t frighten Marxists as they know that 

this will help them and all other activists to learn and to mature so that they can prepare the victories 

of the future! 

 

Petty-Bourgeois pessimism makes political preparation impossible 

 

While here is not the place to deal with this issue in detail, we note in passing that various reformist 

and centrist forces enter the new period of heightened class struggle in a completely confused state. 

Just a few days ago, the “Fourth International” in the tradition of Pablo and Mandel – historically the 

largest of the self-proclaimed “Trotskyist” organizations albeit it hardly claims any longer adherence 

to Trotskyism (not to speak about its politics characterized by right-wing centrist opportunism) – 

published a characteristic article. 29 It carries the indicative title “Latin America and the global reactionary 

wave” and reflects the demoralized outlook of a “left-wing” academic. The author, Martín Mosquera, 

is an Argentinean intellectual (in the worst sort of meaning) who shrouds his pessimism in the 

torturous language of Althusserian structuralism (with a dose of Gramsci) – confirming the rule “the 

more academic words, the less meaning”. 

While the Mandelist author recognizes the existence of class struggles (at least!), he is resigned to the 

dominance of a “reactionary wave” globally as well as in Latin America. (“Despite the new social 

struggles, the spiral of defeats of the working class has not been broken, so that the relationship of social and 

political forces tends to favour the far right as a way out of social unrest.”) For such pessimistic academics, 

class struggles are not chances to advance the political and organizational independence of the 

working class and the oppressed but rather futile attempts given the “hegemony of the right-wing 

forces”. 

Characteristically, the author’s only hopes are … the Bolivarian state-capitalist regimes! (“However, a 

quick look at the Latin American geopolitical landscape shows a relevant trend for our strategic debates: the 

radical experiences of Venezuela and Bolivia, despite having faced the most aggressive hostilities (military coups, 

separatist attempts, interventional manoeuvres) are the ones that achieve the greatest sustainability and 

penetration in the popular classes.”) 

Another example for such pessimism is the current outlook of a much smaller self-proclaimed 

Trotskyist group – the “League for the Fifth International” (L5I). In a document on the global situation 

adopted by its recent congress the comrades proclaim that we are in a “counterrevolutionary phase”. 30 In 



the very first paragraph of the resolution the comrades even raise the spectre of a long counter-

revolutionary period. (“If the crisis of the bourgeois system is not solved in a revolutionary way because of the 

weakness of the global proletarian movement and its crisis of leadership, long periods of counterrevolutionary 

attacks and setbacks are inevitable.”). Unsurprisingly, the resolution also confirms the defeatist position 

of this organization that “2014/2015 marked the end of the Arab Spring.” 

Naturally, our disagreement with such comrades is not the existence of counter-revolutionary attacks 

of the ruling classes. The RCIT has repeatedly outlined in its World Perspective documents that such a 

reactionary offensive of the bourgeoisie is an essential feature of the current period (and will remain 

so since the decay of capitalism does it not leave with any alternative for compromises!). 

The fundamental problem with such petty-bourgeois pessimism is rather that it recognizes only this 

side of the coin, that it ignores or underrates the other side: the fact that such a reactionary offensive of 

the ruling classes inevitable provokes counter-tendencies – huge social instability, political explosions 

and revolutionary class struggles! As we stated in our World Perspectives 2019 document: “Both these 

lines of contradiction – the economic crisis as well as the Great Power rivalry – are now experiencing a 

transformation from quantity into quality. It is evident that such an acceleration of contradiction inevitably 

drives the ruling classes to press ahead with their counter-revolutionary offensive that, in turn, will provoke new 

upsurges of the class struggle.” 31 

Contrary to the suggestions of various reformist and centrist forces, we are not living in a period like 

that of Hitler’s triumph in Germany in 1933 which smashed the workers movement and liquidated the 

class struggle in this country for a number of years. Quite the opposite, we are in period of a rising 

wave of class struggles in which, by the way, a number of right-wing regime face increasing problems 

at home. 

 

The Great Arab Revolution: a humiliating lesson for demoralized reformists and centrists 

 

In this context it is necessary to point out that numerous reformist and centrist organizations have 

prematurely declared the Arab Revolution as “dead” or even joined the counterrevolution. As we 

have shown somewhere else international Stalinism has always sided with the Assad dictatorship 

against the uprising of the Syrian people. 32 Likewise did the “Communist” Party in Egypt hail the 

military coup of General Sisi as the “Second Revolution”. However, such outright betrayal was not 

limited to Stalinism. Alan Woods’ IMT and the Morenoite LIT also welcomed the military coup in 

Egypt in July 2013 (as did the Cliffite “Revolutionary Socialists” in the first phase). 33 The Argentinean 

Partido Obrero and their international co-thinkers in the CRFI have ignored since years the imperialist 

character of Russia and China and called to side with them against “the Yankees”. 34 

Other organizations did not join the counterrevolution. But several of them – like the Argentine PTS 

and the Fracción Trotskista or the CWI – declared the revolutionary process in the Arab world as dead. 

They used such a characterization in order to legitimize a neutral position in the civil wars in Syria 

and Yemen instead of siding with the popular masses. 35 

These developments have not been accidental. Various centrists hailed (often much too uncritical) the 

Arab Revolution in the first phase when it was led by various liberal-democratic forces and university 



academics. However, when these petty-bourgeois forces were removed by other petty-bourgeois 

forces (i.e. Islamists) they turned their position by 180-degree and denounced the revolutionary 

process. (We note in passing that the petty-bourgeois nationalist Kurdish YPG remained a hero for 

nearly all these centrist organizations despite the fact that they became foot soldiers of U.S. 

imperialism in conquering East Syria and remain their darlings when they recently formed an alliance 

with the mass murder Assad and Russian imperialism! 36) Behind these phenomena is the opportunist 

adaptation of centrist forces to the left-liberal academic milieus with all their libertarian and 

Islamophobic prejudices. 

However, as the RCIT has repeatedly pointed out, such a premature obituary of the Arab Revolution 

by various centrists (in order to justify their desertion of the ongoing liberation struggles) was 

completely wrong and could only result in sowing confusion among vanguard layers of activists. A 

few months ago, we noted on such forces: “Likewise we have repeatedly argued against the defeatist 

doomsayers who confused the setbacks with a final defeat of the Arab Revolution and who used this gross 

misjudgment as an excuse for denouncing the ongoing liberation struggles of the popular masses as 

“reactionary”. Well, the profound ruptures in Algeria and Sudan, the ongoing civil wars of the popular masses 

against dictatorship and foreign invasion in Syria, Libya and Yemen, the steadfast liberation struggle of the 

Palestinian people against the Zionist enemy, the increasing number of mass struggles in Iran, Iraq, and Jordan, 

etc. – all of these events have demolished the reactionary myth of the “done” and “degenerated” Arab Revolution 

and exposed it as the wishful thinking of demoralized fellow-travelers, Eurocentric skeptics, and Stalinist 

slanderers.” 37 

This assessment is ten times more relevant today when more rulers in the Arab world are faltering in 

the face of more popular uprisings like those in Iraq, Lebanon and Egypt! One has only to look at the 

mass rallies in Idlib – the last citadel of the Syrian Revolution – where people raise the Iraqi and Egypt 

flags in order to express their solidarity with the uprisings of their brothers and sisters! All these 

struggles are part of one and the same process of the ongoing Great Arab Revolution! 

We repeat: the reformists and centrists failure to recognize the nature of the ongoing Arab Revolution 

is primarily not an issue of the “difficulty to make a correct judgment from far away”. That might be true in 

one or another case. But as nearly all these forces veer in the same direction, there must be a political 

logic behind this. This logic is opportunist adaptation to the left-liberal academic milieus with all their 

libertarian and Islamophobic prejudices! 

We have drawn attention to this shameful debacle of reformism and centrism not only because it is an 

important and characteristic issue in itself. We have done so also because we think that there are 

important lessons to learn. 

We think that it is likely that various reformist and centrist forces will now jump the bandwagon and 

praise the new global wave of class struggles. Many of them might forget their pessimism of the past 

and become “optimistic”. However, we warn that these reformists and centrists will be of no use for 

the construction of a revolutionary leadership. As they do not understand the central role of the 

revolutionary party, they will turn their hopes to various “progressive” bourgeois and petty-

bourgeois leaderships (like the Bolivarians in the example above). And as soon as the struggles suffer 

defeats (which is quiet likely), these people will quickly leave the battle fields and return to their 

pessimism. 

 



The urgent necessity of a revolutionary party – national and international 

 

This brings us to the most important conclusion: the current global wave of class struggles offers a 

huge opportunity to advance the construction of a revolutionary party – nationally and 

internationally. It makes the advance of such a project imperative because the crucial factor which will 

finally decide if those revolutionary upheavals will be crushed or not is the question whether the 

politically most advanced working class activists will learn the lessons of these struggle and succeed 

in building a revolutionary party in time. 

As long as the working class and the oppressed do not possess a revolutionary combat party – 

nationally as well as worldwide – they cannot succeed in their struggle for liberation. In order to 

succeed against its powerful enemies, the working class must have a party with a clear program – 

outlining the way from the present situation to the conquest of power. It needs a party which 

concretizes such a program in a series of strategies and tactics related to the changing conditions of the 

class struggle. And it must have a party which accompanies such a program with a combat 

organization of steeled cadres which act in a centralized, coordinated fashion as a single clenched fist 

for the proletarian class struggle. 38 

Such a party has to be based on a revolutionary program focused on the present situation. The RCIT 

calls all those who agree on a general outlook on the current world situation and the corresponding 

tasks to unite in order to advance the struggle for building such a party. 39 

We emphasize that a revolutionary party must not and cannot be built in national isolation. Each 

country depends on others and each national class struggle is determined by international factors. 

There is no national road to build a world party, but only an international one. Hence, a true 

revolutionary party, as well as pre-party organization, must exist as an international formation from the 

beginning. Without an international organization, national centeredness and finally nationalist 

deviations are unavoidable – as there is no consciousness without matter and no spirit without a body. 

For this, activists must break with all those political currents which have led past revolutionary 

struggles into the present cul-de-sacs. They must build a revolutionary party independent of all 

variations of Stalinism, populism, nationalism, Islamism or bourgeois liberalism. At the same time, it 

can not and must not be built outside of the concrete mass struggles which are currently taking place 

under the leadership of such forces. 

True, a new a revolutionary party nationally and internationally cannot be established in a single 

stroke. It must be politically tested in the struggles of the workers and oppressed. However, the 

organizing of a nucleus – irrespective of its current size – to build such a party can and must start 

immediately. Hence we repeat our call to all authentic revolutionaries to immediately start coming 

together and discuss a concrete platform for the class struggle and for advancing the building of a 

party. 

Comrades, let us be clear about the responsibility of each and every of us! We are in the midst of a 

quickly evolving process full of huge political crises and class battles. We will see major victories and 

defeats. Such a period ahead offers tremendous opportunities as well as dangers for revolutionaries. It 

is of utmost importance that socialist activists around the world understand the nature of this process, 

draw the necessary lessons and jointly organize and fight for a consistent revolutionary program. The 



Marxist workers leader Wilhelm Liebknecht stated that the task of revolutionaries is “study, propagate, 

organize!” This slogan remains highly valid! 
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