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1. In Hong Kong, mass protests have erupted against 
the planned reform for the next scheduled elections in 
2017. On 31 August, the National People’s Congress 

Standing Committee announced that, while Hong Kong’s 
future chief executive can be elected by popular vote, no 
more than three candidates will be able to compete, and 
these three must be approved in advance by a 1,200 person 
nominating committee composed of Beijing loyalists. Ac-
cording to the decision, only candidates “who love the coun-
try and love Hong Kong” (i.e., who love the rulers in Bei-
jing) will be allowed to stand for election. When student 
protestors organized a series of street-protests, the police 
attacked them with tear gas. This has provoked a massive 
surge of popular solidarity – including trade unions call-
ing for solidarity strikes – and culminated in the call for 
the resignation of Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing Governor Le-
ung Chun Ying. Socialists in Hong Kong and internation-
ally must support these democratic protests. The task is 
to transform them into a general strike and to spread to 
the mainland the struggle against the Stalinist-Capitalist 
regime.
2. Hong Kong is a former colony of British imperial-
ism which was reunited with China on 1 July 1997. Because 
the ruling “Communist” Party promoted the restoration of 
capitalism in China in the early 1990s, both Hong Kong’s 
and the mainland’s economies operate on the same basis – 
exploitation of workers for the profit of the small minority 
of capitalists. While Hong Kong is known to be one of the 
richest cities in the world, its wealth is concentrated in the 
hands of a small group of tycoons, such as Li Ka-Shing. 
At the same time, the mass of the working class is living 
in poverty. However, as part of the treaty between Beijing 
and London, Hong Kong became a Special Administrative 
Region which effectively meant that it could retain various 
aspects of the old political and juridical system. (This ar-
rangement is known under the slogan “One country, two 
systems.”) As a result Hong Kong has a restricted bour-
geois democracy where out of the seventy members of the 
Legislative Council only forty are elected by popular vote 
(the rest are “elected” by so-called functional constituen-
cies consisting of a small number of professional people). 
However, this means that the working people in Hong 
Kong have comparatively more rights to democratically 
express their opinion and to protest than do their broth-
ers and sisters on the mainland. But the Stalinist-Capitalist 
regime with Xi Jinping at the top is determined to ensure 
that the future Governor of Hong Kong is loyal to Beijing. 
As a result it is not willing to comply with the protestors’ 
demand for democratic elections.
3. The protest movement was initiated by university 
and school students – led by the Hong Kong Federation of 
Students (HKFS) – who organized strikes and street dem-
onstrations starting from 22 September. Popular support 

surged after the violent crackdown of the police on 26 
September. On 28 September the Hong Kong Confederation 
of Trade Unions (HKCTU) – albeit a small union – issued 
a call for a “general strike.” The HKCTU demands – re-
flecting the desire of the popular masses: “i) Police must 
release the arrested protestors immediately. They must guar-
antee the basic human rights of the arrested protestors during 
retention; ii) The government and police must stop suppressing 
the peaceful assembly and apologize to the people; iii) National 
People’s Congress must withdraw the ‘fake universal suffrage’. 
The Hong Kong government must restart the consultation of 
political reform. Workers have been demanding a fair election 
system to rectify the longstanding problem of the business-lean-
ing government. However, the ‘fake universal suffrage’ frame-
work proposed by NPC is merely ‘old wine in a new bottle’; iv) 
Chief Executive Leung Chun Ying must step down to bear the 
responsibility of violent suppression of protest.” Despite its 
small size, the union federation’s call was followed up in 
a number of sectors (i.e., water workers, bus drivers, some 
bank employees, workers at the Coca Cola factory in Sha 
Tin, schoolteachers, university lecturers). On 29 Septem-
ber, more than 180,000 people (in a city of seven million) 
demonstrated against the repression!
4. The Stalinist-Capitalist regime in Beijing is deter-
mined to smash the protests. It fears that the demands for 
democracy could provoke similar protests in mainland 
China. For this reason it is attempting to suppress the 
spread of any news about the demonstrations in Hong 
Kong by massively censuring news and social media. In 
the past few years, there has been a significant increase 
in the number of protests by mainland workers as well as 
peasants. The regime also brutally suppresses the grow-
ing unrest among the national minorities of the Uyghur 
and the Tibetan peoples (as evidenced, for example, by 
the life sentence handed down against the moderate Uy-
ghur scholar IIham Tohti for his political dissent). In addi-
tion, Xi Jinping is currently engaged in a factional struggle 
against the so-called “Shanghai gang” (former President Ji-
ang Zemin and his protégés) and the group around former 
President Hu Jintao. Any failure to suppress the current 
protests in Hong Kong could weaken Xi’s position.
5. In its struggle against Governor Leung Chun Ying 
and the Beijing regime, the protest movement faces vari-
ous obstacles within its ranks. Among them are the bour-
geois-liberal politicians of the “pan-democracy camp” who 
just want to utilize the movement to achieve a better deal 
with Beijing as they have in past years. Among them are 
also the middle-class intellectuals, like Benny Tai – a law 
professor, who are leading the “Occupy Central” move-
ment. They totally ignored the student movement which 
organized the protests in September, but hope to take over 
the leadership after others have achieved such great suc-
cess. Socialists must organize to counter the influence of 

Hong Kong/China: Long Live the Anti-Government Protests!
For a General Strike against Police Repression and for Democratic Rights!

Down with the Reactionary CCP Dictatorship! 
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these petty-bourgeois and bourgeois leaders and to win 
over the movement to a working class perspective. As 
such, socialists should call for democratic mass assemblies 
to discuss the demands and tactics of the movement and 
to act against the self-appointed petty-bourgeois leaders. 
The workers and students should form action committees 
to organize the struggle. Based on delegates elected by 
such committees, the movement could be democratically 
led by a coordinating body. Such action committees could 
also be the organizing bodies to found self-defense forces 
against the looming crackdown by the police.
6. The main task now is to unite the resistance of 
the workers and students in an indefinite general strike 
in Hong Kong in order to bring down Governor Leung 
Chun Ying and to force the regime to immediately accept 
full universal suffrage. Socialists should also call for the 
expropriation of the tycoons who are the powerful backers 
of the regime.
7. However it is equally important not to limit the 
struggle to the peninsula. The protest movement must 
fight for democracy not only in Hong Kong but also in the 
whole of China. Uniting Hong Kong workers and students 
with their brothers and sisters in Beijing, Shanghai, East 
Turkestan, and Tibet is crucial to winning the struggle for 
democracy. It is imperative because the regime in Beijing 
controls a huge apparatus of repression with which it 
could easily crush the protest movement in Hong Kong. 
Hua Chunying, Chinese Foreign Minister, recently held a 
news conference in order to emphasize Beijing’s control 
over peninsula: “Hong Kong is China’s Hong Kong.” Social-
ists will gladly confirm that Hong Kong is no longer the 
property of British imperialism but they will add: “China 
will become the Worker’s and People’s China!” They will also 
state that they oppose China as an imperialist power – 
such as they oppose all other imperialist powers like the 
USA, Japan, EU or Russia.
8. In addition, socialists should argue for spreading 
the revolutionary-democratic struggle to the mainland 
in order to combat backward, localist sentiment which is 
widespread among the middle-class of Hong Kong. Such 
sentiments were nurtured during the 155 year-long colo-
nial rule of Britain and by the influx of anti-communist 
elements after the social revolution took place under the 
leadership of the Stalinist party after 1949.
9. Socialists should fight for the formation of an in-
dependent workers’ party. Such a party should combine 
the struggle for democratic rights with the struggle against 
growing social injustice. Social inequality and dictatorship 
are caused by the same people: the ruling capitalist class 
and its “Communist” dictatorship. Such a party should 
also call for the expropriation of the big capitalists – includ-
ing the numerous “princelings.” It should fight for the na-
tionalization of the domestic and foreign corporations and 
banks under workers’ control. And, it should also raise the 
banner of permanent revolution, i.e., the intermeshing of 
the democratic and socialist revolutions, which will lead 
to an armed uprising of the workers and poor peasants 
with the aim of overthrowing capitalism and founding a 
workers’ and peasants’ republic.
10. Revolutionaries in Hong Kong and China should 
unite to build an authentic Marxist organization based on a 
program for permanent revolution. They should combine 
such a perspective with their participation in the struggle 

to create a new World Party of Socialist Revolution which, 
in our opinion, will be the Fifth Workers’ International.
* For the immediate release of all arrested protestors! Down with 
Chief Executive Leung Chun Ying!
* For the people, and not a few selected bureaucrats, to decide 
which candidates truly “love China and Hong Kong”! For dem-
ocratic elections without any restrictions on the candidates!
* For mass assemblies and action committees to democratically 
organize the protest movement! For the establishment of self-
defense units against police repression!
* For a general strike in Hong Kong!
* For democratic rights throughout all of China! No restrictions 
on the right to demonstrate, strike, organize parties and trade 
unions, nor on the free flow of information in the media!
* For higher wages! Full citizenship rights for “migrants” wher-
ever they live!
* Support the national liberation struggle of the Uyghur and the 
Tibetan peoples!
* Expropriate big business and nationalize the banks! Place large 
industrial and service enterprises under workers’ control!
* Down with the reactionary CCP Dictatorship!
* For a workers’ and poor peasants’ government based on coun-
cils and popular militias of the armed masses!

International Secretariat of the RCIT 

Asia

Mass Demonstration of Students in Hong Kong, 23.9.2014
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1. The government of Nawaz Sharif and his bour-
geois, reactionary, pro-imperialist party PML-N are 
facing a deep crisis. In the eyes of the popular mass-

es, they are thoroughly discredited for their unswerving 
support of US imperialism’s “war on terror,” their endemic 
corruption, and their inability to improve the living con-
ditions of ordinary people. The PPP – the former ruling 
party of the late Benazir Bhutto, currently led by “Mis-
ter 10 percent” Asif Ali Zardari – is equally despised. On 
this backdrop, since 15 August hundreds of thousands of 
people have been protesting in the capital city, Islamabad, 
against government corruption and the rigged elections 
of 2013, and are demanding that the government resign. 
These protest marches and sit-ins are the initiative of two 
opposition parties – the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), led 
by Imran Khan, and the Pakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT), led 
by the cleric Tahir-ul-Qadri.
2. While coordinated, these protests are nevertheless 
organizationally divided into two separate camps. Imran 
Khan’s PTI heads the so-called Azaadi March (Indepen-
dence March) while al-Qadri’s PAT leads the so-called In-
qlabi March (Revolutionary March). Imran Khan follows a 
bourgeois-liberal agenda representing the upper layer of 
the urban middle class (a relatively small percent of Paki-
stan’s population – about 10 million out of a nationwide 
total of 196 million people). In the last few years, his party 
has succeeded in increasing its popular support at the ex-
pense of the two main capitalist parties, the PML-N and 
the PPP, thanks to its rhetorical campaign against corrup-
tion and the US imperialist “war on terror.” Tahir al-Qadri’s 
PAT party represents the lower strata of the middle class, 
but also has substantial support among the workers and 
the urban and rural poor. Al-Qadri owes his support by 
the masses to his bourgeois populist agenda which in-
cludes numerous democratic demands. He has also won 
popular support by calling for a new “revolution.”
3. Pakistan’s military command is attempting to ex-
ploit the present governmental crisis in order to gain in-
fluence. Consequently, on 28 August it offered – on the 
request of the government – to act as the “facilitator” be-
tween the government and the protestors. While there are 
currently no indications of an imminent military coup, one 
must not forget that, since the country gained indepen-
dence in 1947, the military has ruled Pakistan by means 
of an open dictatorship for more than three decades (1958-
1971, 1977-1988, and 1999-2008). Naturally, in the event of 
a new military coup d’état, all progressive forces must mo-
bilize against the army command, the main enemy in such 
a situation.
4. All socialists and consistent democrats should 

support the mass protests against the reactionary govern-
ment of Nawaz Sharif. Despite all their limitations and 
the illusions they spawn among the masses, the current 
wave of protests reflect a progressive, justified hatred of 
the government by the lower middle class, the workers, 
and the poor; a government which unashamedly serves 
the rich, is thoroughly corrupt, and plays the stooge for 
Western imperialism and its war of aggression in western 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. At the same time, the RWO and 
the RCIT warn against having any illusions about the re-
spective leaderships of the PTI and PAT. For these politi-
cians, the current protests are merely a device to achieve 
an advantageous deal when bargaining with the political 
establishment. All these leaders are fundamentally sup-
porters of the capitalist system.
5. In the present situation, the central task of authen-
tic socialists is to get the organized workers’ movement to 
join the protests, something resisted by the reformist and 
Stalinist bureaucratic leadership. The RWO and the RCIT 
call for popular assemblies to be held in Islamabad’s pro-
test camps, allowing the masses to democratically make 
decisions, instead of receiving orders handed down by 
the protests’ leaders. We call for the formation of action 
committees around the country to spread the protests and 
build a nationwide mass movement led by the working 
class. It is of prime importance that socialists challenge the 
leadership of the PTI and PAT. Hence it is vital that a revo-
lutionary workers’ party be built as part of a new Fifth In-
ternational. Such a party would fight for a program of so-
cialist revolution: for the nationalization of the banks and 
corporations under workers’ control; for the expropriation 
of the big land owners and redistribution of land to small 
and landless peasants; for the right of national self-deter-
mination of the oppressed national minorities in Pakistan 
(e.g., like the Baloch people or the Kashmiri people); and 
for the formation of a workers’ and poor peasants’ gov-

Asia

Pakistan: Down with the Government of Nawaz Sharif!
No trust for Populist Politicians like Imran Khan and Tahir-ul-Qadri!
Turn the Mass Protests into a Revolution Led by the Working Class

in Alliance with the Urban and Rural Poor! 

Joint Statement of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT)
and the Revolutionary Workers Organization (RCIT-Section in Pakistan), 10.9.2014
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ernment defended by popular militias. In addition, such 
a government would immediately expel the US, Chinese, 
and other imperialist monopolies and military forces.
6. The RWO and the RCIT unequivocally condemn 
the shameful betrayal of the protesting masses by the re-
formist and centrist forces that either totally ignore or, 
even worse, denounce the mass protests taking place in 
Islamabad. The reformist Awami Workers Party (AWP) 
condemns the democratic and anti-corruption protests 
as being organized by “right-wing populists” who act as 
stooges of the military command. These condemnations 
are not only wrong but are also particularly grotesque in 
their irony, given the fact that just three months ago the 
AWP leadership itself openly praised the army’s brutal 
military offensive against the Taliban – in collaboration 
with the US imperialists – in North Waziristan: “After all 
the government and its armed forces have seen the light of the 
day, and have abandoned the futile negotiations, which went on 
for several months between itself and Taliban. Awami Workers 
Party from the very outset opposed negotiations with terrorists 
and demanded a different course of action against Taliban and 
other reactionary terrorists outfits. (…) There are people and 
groups who in name of religion directly or indirectly support the 
terrorist activities of the Taliban and its likes. The government 
Pakistan must come out with a plan to isolate and annihilate all 
such elements.” (AWP Joint statement on military operation 
in Wazirestan, 17 June 2014, https://www.facebook.com/
farooq.tari/posts/10152444386972856) Similarly, during 
the present crisis, the reformist AWP has joined the side 
of counterrevolution and openly defends the reactionary 
government of Nawaz Sharif against the mass protests by 
stressing its legitimacy: “… despite the civilian government’s 
major economic and political failings, it retains a mandate to 
fulfill its term in office” (AWP Statement, 31 August 2014, 
https://www.facebook.com/AwamiWorkersParty) Again, 
all this decisively reconfirms the characterization of the 
AWP by the RWO and the RCIT as a reformist party which 
does not serve the working class. Instead, since its begin-
nings, the AWP has proven time and again that not only 
does it not advance the working class struggle, but rather 

acts as a brake or, even worse, as an instrument of the 
counterrevolution. We call upon all socialists inside the 
AWP to break with this obstacle and to join us in building 
an authentic revolutionary workers’ party.
7. No less so, Lal Khan’s “The Struggle” group (IMT 
section in Pakistan) once more has proven itself to be a 
right-centrist outfit. It too refuses to lend any support to 
the mass protests. Lal Kahn compares Tahir al-Qadri’s 
PAT with Islamist fundamentalists like Jamaat-e-Islami 
or even terrorist groups. He denounces PAT as “sectarian” 
which “is not less reactionary than that of the other sects”. (Lal 
Khan: Political Islam in Pakistan, 2 September 2014, http://
www.marxist.com/political-islam-in-pakistan.htm) This 
is just pseudo-socialist rhetoric to cover the IMT group’s 
adaption to the bourgeois establishment.
8. We in the RWO and the RCIT stand for all of the 
following:
* Spreading the mass protests against the government of Nawaz 
Sharif throughout the entire country! For the founding of mass 
assemblies and action committees to organize the struggle in a 
democratic manner! Harbor no illusions about the leaderships 
of PTI and PAT! Force the leadership of the organized workers’ 
movement to join the protests!
* Making all state functionaries accountable to the popular 
masses and recallable at any time! They must not earn more 
than an average worker’s income!
* Nationalization of the key industries and banks under workers’ 
control!
* Expropriation of the big land owners and the redistribution of 
land to the small and landless peasants!
* Defense of the right to national self-determination for all op-
pressed national minorities in Pakistan (e.g., like the Baloch 
people or the Kashmiri people)!
* Defeat for the US “War on Terror”! Expel the US, Chinese and 
other imperialist monopolies and military forces!
* A workers’ and poor peasants’ government defended by popu-
lar militia!
* A socialist federation for all of South Asia!
* Onward to the building of a revolutionary workers’ party as 
part of a Fifth International!
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1. The Obama administration has called for the for-
mation of an international coalition of states under 
its leadership in order to “destroy” and “annihilate” 

the extreme Salafi-Takfiri Islamic State (IS, often called 
Daash in Arabic). Since early August, the US has carried 
out more than 162 air strikes inside Iraq. Unsurprisingly, 
General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the US military’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, is already speculating about sending 
US ground troops into combat in the region. US officials 
have speculated that this war might last for at least three 
years.
2. Regardless of Obama’s rhetoric, the “War against 
IS” is nothing but a cover for another major imperialist 
offensive of the US and its allies in the Middle East. It is 
an attempt by US imperialism to strengthen its economic 
and political influence in the Middle East following the 
setbacks it suffered during the past decade. In the wake 
of the US initiative, Western European imperialism and 
Australia similarly hope to enhance their positions in the 
region. These powers also interested in supporting Israel 
which suffered a humiliating political defeat in its recent 
failed war of aggression against the Palestinian resistance 
in Gaza. In addition, the war against IS/Daash serves as a 
pretext to wage a chauvinistic campaign against Muslim 
migrants in Western countries who are frequently discrim-
inated against, oppressed, and super-exploited as cheap 
labor. Finally, this imperialistic war is intended to prop up 
the instable rule of the pro-Western Arab dictators.
3. The composition of the US-led coalition is indica-
tive of its reactionary nature. The US itself – the biggest 
and most powerful imperialistic state on the planet – has 
been involved in all the world’s major wars during the 
past century and has killed millions of people, a large per-
centage of which were non-combatant civilians, in their 
wars in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. In general, Brit-
ain and France, who on their own have a bloody legacy of 
colonial wars waged by them for centuries, supported the 
US in these imperialist wars of aggression. Not at all out of 
character, the tiny imperialist country of the Netherlands, 
which assisted the Serbian chauvinist mass murder Ratko 
Mladić in his massacring of 8,000 unarmed Bosnian Mus-
lims in Srebrenica in 1995, is also part of this newest coali-
tion. Finally, the corrupt monarchs and military dictators 
of Egypt, Jordan, and the Gulf states – prime examples of 
the imperialist values of “democracy” and “human rights” 
– have also signed up again as US lackeys. These dicta-
tors are primarily motivated by fear for the safety of their 
own regimes and their concomitant luxurious lives, fears 
which are justified considering the heroic uprising of the 
Arab workers, peasants, and youth since the beginning of 
2011. And these greedy and power-hungry mass murders 
and dictators dare lecture others about “terrorism”?! How 

can state terrorists possibly wage a “war on terror”?! They 
can’t! No, this is rather an imperialist war of terror!
4. Obama’s new crusade in the Middle East is part 
of a general offensive of the great Western powers to re-
establish their influence, so undermined in the wake of 
the emergence of the new imperialist powers, Russia and 
China, as well as by their tremendous loss of prestige in 
the course of events in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Arab Revo-
lutions, and various Latin American countries. Not at all 
coincidentally, in parallel to this new crusade, the Western 
powers are exploiting the civil war in the eastern Ukraine 
as a pretext to launch a political and military offensive 
against their Russian rival.
5. The Revolutionary Communist International Ten-
dency (RCIT) calls the international workers’ movement 
and all popular mass organizations to unite in mobilizing 
against the new imperialist offensive. Together, we must 
stand up and undermine any popular support in Western 
countries for the “war against IS.” This united mobiliza-
tion should organize demonstrations, strikes, and direct 
actions against the US and their military allies.
6. The RCIT also calls for the defense of our Mus-
lim brothers and sisters residing in the Western countries, 
who are increasingly harassed by the bourgeois state, the 
media, and nearly all established parties – from fascists 
to liberals, social democrats to greens. These imperialist 
parties are exploiting the reactionary nature of IS/Daash 
to stigmatize and humiliate the Muslim migrants and 
thereby make them a more submissive sector of the work-
ing class. At the same time, these forces of reaction aim at 
demoralizing backward sectors of the working class us-
ing chauvinistic, anti-Muslim hatred to distract them from 
resisting the ongoing austerity offensive of the bosses and 
the capitalist governments.
7. We restate our support for the Kurdish struggle for 
an independent state, and for the defense of all religious 
minorities against the oppression of IS/Daash. No less so, 
just as we defended the Kosovar, Bosnian and other re-
sistance movements’ right to get weapons from wherever 
possible, we defend the Syrian and Kurdish peoples’ right 
to acquire weapons – even from Western imperialists – to 
advance their struggle for freedom. At the same time, we 
warn against the bourgeois leaderships of the Peshmergas 
– Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party and Talabani’s Patri-
otic Union of Kurdistan – both of whom have long records 
of offering their service as agents for Western imperialism. 
In contrast to them, Öcalan’s PKK has been persecuted 
by imperialists for decades. Nevertheless, the leadership 
of the PKK has consistently demonstrated its own petty-
bourgeois character, first when it failed to defend Iraq 
against the US imperialist attacks in 1991 and 2003, and 
now by its offer to act as an ally of the West against IS/

Middle East

Defeat Obama’s New Crusade in the Middle East!
For an International Mass Movement to Defeat the Offensive of the Great Western 

Powers! Support the Kurdish Struggle for an Independent State!
No to the Harassment of Muslims in Western Countries! 

Statement of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 18.9.2014
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Daash. While the RCIT supports the struggle of the Kurd-
ish people to win their rights even if this is accomplished 
under non-revolutionary leadership, we emphasize that 
they can only achieve true liberation by establishing a 
united and socialist Kurdistan.
8. Regardless of some of the Western media’s ficti-
tious stories about the IS/Daash, there is no doubt about 
this organization’s extremely reactionary nature. Clearly, 
its member adhere to a deeply sectarian understanding 
of Islam which represses not only non-Muslims but also 
Shiites and even Sunnis who think differently, and who 
are dubbed by them kafirs (infidels). Their petty-bourgeois 
reactionary nature has been made clear to all by the battles 
they wage against other Syrian rebels, as well as during 
the recent Gaza war when IS/Daash fighters burned Pal-
estinian flags and declared Hamas as apostates because of 
its struggle for national liberation. However, it is important 
to recognize that IS/Daash has gained significant support 
among many Muslims both in the Arab world as well as 
among migrant youth in the West. Thousands of Muslim 
migrant youth in Western Europe are travelling to Syria 
to join the uprising against Assad – unfortunately under 
the leadership of the IS/Daash. Many Muslims – and in 
particular many youths – have become despondent and 
disillusioned due to the state terrorism used by Assad’s 
regime as well as the passivity of the official leaders of the 
ummah. The objective reasons for the appeal of IS/Daash to 
these youths include:
i) The war of state terrorism waged by the Assad regime 
against the Syrian people which has already claimed more 
than 190,000 lives;
ii) The systematic discrimination of Sunnis in Iraq and the 
leading role of the IS/Daash in the legitimate rebellion of 
the Sunnis against the Maliki regime;
iii) The failure of the imperialist powers to give any mate-
rial aid to the Syrian rebels, as well as their support for the 
sectarian Maliki government in Iraq;
iv) The oppression and poverty of many Muslim migrants 
in the Western countries, and the resulting disillusionment 
among youth;
v) The utter discrediting of the Arab regimes, including 
the corrupt monarchies in the Gulf States;
vi) The failure of the international workers’ movement – 
controlled by social democratic and Stalinist bureaucrats, 
and aided by various centrist groups – to provide any 
meaningful support for the Syrian Revolution or, worse, 
their support for the Assad dictatorship.
9. Naturally, socialists must support the Syrian reb-
els, the Kurds, and religious minorities in their defense 
against IS/Daash attacks. But this legitimate defense must 
never lead to any collusion with the imperialists. Quite 
the opposite, socialists must defend the resistance forces 
in Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Pakistan, Mali, etc. – including reac-
tionary Salafi-Takfiris like the IS/Daash – against the much 
greater terrorists: the great Western powers and their allied 
Arab dictators. Only by such a principled anti-imperialist 
stand will it be possible for socialists to be heard among 
the growing numbers of Muslim youth who, unfortunate-
ly, have many illusions regarding IS/Daash. The goal must 
be to break these Muslim workers, peasants, and youth 
away from the reactionary IS/Daash Salafi-Takfiris, and to 
win them over to a democratic, anti-imperialist, and so-
cialist perspective.

10. The struggle against Obama’s crusade must be 
combined with the continuing support for the Palestinian 
people and their heroic resistance against Israeli occupa-
tion. For an international solidarity campaign with the 
Palestinian people including financial, medical, and mili-
tary aid for the people in Gaza! For international brigades 
of volunteers to support the Palestinian resistance against 
the powerful Israeli army – as the workers’ movement did 
in solidarity with the antifascist resistance in Spain in the 
1930s! For an international boycott campaign against Is-
rael!
11. The RCIT calls for the formation of a non-sec-
tarian, mass resistance led by the working class to bring 
down the reactionary regimes of Assad, General al-Sisi, 
Khamenei, and their ilk. Instead of the sectarian IS/Daash, 
the workers and oppressed need independent and non-
sectarian workers’ and peasants’ militias. The goal of such 
a struggle must be to free the region from enslavement by 
the imperialist monopolies and great powers, so that the 
workers and peasants can establish workers’ and peas-
ants’ republics as well as a socialist federation of the Mid-
dle East. Such a perspective must be a crucial part of the 
program of revolutionary parties in the region, as well as 
that of a new revolutionary Workers’ International, which 
(in our opinion) will be the Fifth International.
* Down with Obama’s crusade! Defeat the military inter-
vention of US imperialism and their allies! Support the 
rebels against the US-led war of aggression! For interna-
tional mobilizations to defeat US aggression!
* Removal of the Kurdish PKK, the Palestinian resistance 
organizations (Hamas, Islamic Jihad, PFLP etc.), the Syr-
ian Al-Nusra as well as IS/Daash from the imperialists list 
of declared ‘terrorist’ organizations!
* Defend the Sunni popular insurrection against the Iraqi 
army!
* Down with reactionary sectarianism! Drive IS/Daash 
forces out of the resistance movement!
* Defend the Kurdish and Yazidi people against IS/Daash 
forces! Support the Kurdish people’s right of self-determi-
nation! For a united and socialist Kurdistan!
* Defend Gaza! Defeat Israel! For an international boycott 
campaign against Israel! For a Free and Red Palestine!
* Victory to the Syrian Revolution against the Assad Re-
gime!
* For joint action councils and militias of Sunni, Shiite, and 
Kurdish workers and peasants!
* Expropriate the foreign owners of the Iraqi oil industry with 
no compensation! Nationalize all oil companies, large industrial 
and telecommunication enterprises, and banks under workers’ 
control!
* For a workers’ and peasants’ government! For a socialist fed-
eration of the people of the Middle East!

International Secretariat of the RCIT
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In mid-September the US ruling class decided to bom-
bard the Islamic State (IS, often called Daash in Arabic) 
in Syria. Already on the first day, American war planes 

killed or wounded dozens of Islamic State fighters in air 
strikes on the Syrian city of Raqqa and surrounding ar-
eas. It already started to attack IS fighters in Iraq in early 
August. Thus, we see that the imperialist war on Iraq did 
not end in December 2011. The official declaration, then, 
of US President Obama that the imperialist war had ended 
was an empty promise. The US is once again involved in 
a war against Iraq and Syria. Imperialism cannot survive 
without wars; but, as Lenin wrote, for humanity to survive 
we must destroy the imperialist system.
In 1991 a coalition of thirty-four states, among them Syria’s 
Assad regime, led by American imperialism waged a war 
against Iraq of Saddam Hussein. Subsequently, in 2003, 
the US, Britain, and Australia occupied Iraq and deposed 
Saddam Hussein who later was hanged. During this lat-
ter war and the ensuring occupation Iraq was devastated. 
Whatever can be said about Saddam’s brutal regime, un-
der the American-led occupation Iraq was devastated; in 
comparison, Saddam’s regime was heaven.

Following are estimates of the damage incurred by the 
Iraqi people since the start of the war launched in 2003: 
(1)
Iraqis killed between March 2003 and December 31, 2011 
(when U.S. military forces withdrew): at least 121,754
Total number of Iraqi deaths as a result of the war, either direct 
or indirect (the latter due to the destruction and disruption of the 
war, including water supply and power infrastructures, health-
care, and food production): 
According to a 2006 Lancet study: 655,000
According to a 2008 Opinion Research Business study: 1 mil-
lion
Current estimates: 1.2 to 1.4 million
Iraqis injured: 4.2 million
Iraqis driven from their homes: 4.5 million

Malaki’s Corrupt Government and the Uprising

When the US fled Iraq three years ago, it left behind a cor-
rupt Shia Muslim regime led by Nuri al-Malaki whose 
sectarian policies fiercely discriminated against the Sun-
ni minority. Under his rule, police killed peaceful Sunni 
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protestors and used anti-terrorism laws to conduct mass-
arrests of Sunni civilians. Maliki formed political alliances 
with violent Shia militias to kill and torture Sunni Mus-
lims. During this period, the imperialist mass media ei-
ther minimally covered or did not report at all any of the 
atrocities committed by Malaki’s government.
The sectarian policies of the American puppet government 
led to a rebellion of Sunni tribes which many supporters 
of the Ba’ath party joined. As the Huffington Post and the 
Washington Post reported:
“Militants affiliated with al Qaeda have joined with local tribal 
Sunni leaders to expel government troops and to raise their flag 
over the powerfully symbolic city of Fallujah, where U.S. troops 
fought their bloodiest battle of the Iraqi war.” (2)
“Reports on Wednesday suggested that ISIS’s ranks may have 
grown after collaboration with militias connected to the old 
Baathist regime of fallen dictator Saddam Hussein; they played 
a role in ISIS’s reported capture of Tikrit, Hussein’s home town. 
ISIS appears to be well-funded, benefiting from the same shadow 
networks of donors in the Arab world who funded al-Qaeda as 
well as the widespread practice of extortion and kidnapping, and 
other criminal activities.” (3)
Following a barrage of reports by the imperialist mass me-
dia portraying the mass rebellion as the terrible and cruel 
terrorism of IS/Daash, as if the only forces fighting are rad-
ical Islamists, Obama and the other heads of the imperial-
ist states in Europe decided to strike the rebels in order to 
save the pro-imperialist government in Iraq.
The Islamic State (formerly known as ISIS) was initially 
established as Jama’at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in 1999. From it 
was formed Tanzim Qaidat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn or al-
Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) by Abu Musab Al Zarqawi in 2004. It 
participated in the military resistance against the invasion 
of Iraq and joined other Sunni insurgent groups to form 
the Mujahideen Shura Council, which became to the Islamic 
State of Iraq.
IS/Daash is a reactionary organization which dreams of re-
storing the glorious days of the Caliphate. It employs sec-
tarian killings, oppresses women, and opposes the right 
of self determination of the Kurds. It has killed several 
thousand victims, both civilian and military. According to 
the British Guardian, by June of this year, the Iraqi civilian 
death toll passed 5,500 in wake of the IS/Daash offensive. 
(4)

War Propaganda

This month the imperialist press made a lot of noise about 
the militants from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria who 
allegedly killed hundreds of Iraqi soldiers captured at 
Camp Speicher, an air force base which had previously 
served as a US military base.
“According to Human Rights Watch, new evidence indicates the 
Islamic State fighters killed between 560 and 770 soldiers cap-
tured at Camp Speicher, near the city of Tikrit.” (5)
However, it is a sheer hypocrisy to claim that these soldiers 
were innocent victims. In reality, the Iraqi army which in-
corporated Shiite militias has and continues to commit war 
crimes against Sunni civilians. Of course, killing simple soldiers 
is not a revolutionary policy, but then ISIS is not a revolution-
ary organization. You cannot expect a monkey to behave like 
an elephant.
Furthermore, comparing the crimes committed by ISIS to those 

committed by the imperialists and their servants in Iraq is like 
comparing an ant to an elephant.
There are many stories circulating about atrocities committed 
by ISIS which cannot be confirmed, like the beheading of Chris-
tian babies. For example, in June of this year it was reported 
that:
“… an official of the UN claimed that the jihadists in Iraq have 
ordered all women between the ages of 11 and 46 to undergo 
female genital mutilation, but experts quickly cast doubt on the 
claim. Several experts have speculated that the fatwa may have 
been a hoax, and a number of journalists said on Twitter that 
their contacts in Iraq had not heard of it being issued. Charles 
Lister, visiting fellow at the Brookings Doha Center and expert 
on Iraqi and Syrian extremist groups, said the UN claim ap-
peared to be based on a ‘quite clearly faked statement.”… ’It 
would certainly be a very big coincidence if the UN source was 
separate but happened to arise at the same time as this fake state-
ment online,’ he said.” (6)
We should bear in mind that propaganda by imperialists dur-
ing their wars are mixture of lies and half-truths. For example, 
in WWI the British and American anti-German propaganda 
and German anti-British and French propaganda were based 
on lies. (7)
“Propaganda was used in World War One as in any war 
– and the truth suffered. Propaganda ensured that the 
people only got to know what their governments wanted 
them to know. In World War One, the lengths to which 
governments would go to in an effort to blacken the en-
emy’s name reached a new level….. They printed head-
lines that were designed to stir up emotions regardless 
of whether they were accurate or not. The most infamous 
headlines included:
* “Belgium child’s hands cut off by Germans”
* “Germans crucify Canadian officer”
The same thing was done in Germany – untrue headlines 
were tolerated and even encouraged by the German au-
thorities. Some headlines were:
*“French doctors infect German wells with plague 
germs”
* “German prisoners blinded by Allied captors”

The Revolutionary Position

The US military’s latest intervention is the continuation 
of the imperialist war in Iraq. Without giving any politi-
cal support to reactionary Islamists (including IS/Daash), 
with regard to their fighting US imperialism and its ser-
vants, revolutionaries support the military victory of these 
Islamists because the more dangerous enemy of the Iraqi 
workers, peasants, and poor is the imperialist side.
At the same time in, with regard to the atrocities commit-
ted against civilians by IS/Daash, revolutionaries support 
the armed self-defense of Kurds and Iraqis against IS/
Daash.

Syria and the Middle Class Left

Some of the middle class left – usually from the camp of 
those who opportunistically adapt to the emerging im-
perialist powers Russia and China – claim that Syria is 
fighting the imperialists and that it is the imperialists who 
pushed the Jihadists to topple the Assad regime. In reality, 
this is nonsense. Like during the 1991 Gulf War, the Syr-
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ian regime is interested in joining the US and other Arab 
countries in fighting an imperialist war.
“Syria has “no reservations” about U.S. airstrikes against ISIS 
and wants to team up with Washington to tackle the militants, 
the country’s deputy foreign minister told NBC News. Faisal 
Mekdad called Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad “a natural 
ally” for the U.S. in its battle against ISIS, saying in an ex-
clusive interview that both countries are “fighting the same en-
emy” and should be working together — not antagonizing each 
other.” (8)
The United States rejected Assad’s offer and, instead, de-
cided to arm the so called moderate opposition in Syria.
“After two years of rejecting calls from his own national secu-
rity team to arm the FSA, President Obama announced Wednes-
day night that he now wanted to arm the FSA to fight against 
the terrorists who are on the march in Syria and Iraq. He said 
the only way to beat ISIS was to train and equip the moderate 
rebels—the same rebels he ignored for so long—and he called on 
Congress to authorize the mission White House Press Secretary 
Josh Earnest said Thursday that Obama wanted to wage war 
only against ISIS, not the regime in Damascus. After all, Syria 
is still technically a sovereign U.N. member state and the U.S. 
thinks the regime will be needed to negotiate the political solu-
tion to the civil war Obama mentioned.” (9)
However, in fact the Obama administration is helping the 
Assad regime by attacking its opponents. It is not only 
bombing IS fighters and facilities. It has already killed 
dozens of fighters from Jabhat Al-Nusra, a Salafist organi-
zation which has fought against the Assad regimes as well 
as – together with other Syrian rebels – against IS/Daash. 
In addition, US forces have also attacked other Syrian reb-
el groups – like Ahrar al-Sham, Islamic Front and even the 
pro-Western FSA – and killed a number of civilians. (10)
This has provoked the legitimate and widespread outcry 
of most of the Syrian rebel forces. As a result protest dem-
onstrations against the US have taken place in a number of 
Syrian towns. (11) It is clear that these attacks will deepen 
the popular hatred against US imperialism amongst the 
Arab masses. One of the Al-Nusra’s leader, Abu Firas al-
Suri, already proclaimed:

“These states have committed a horrible act that is going to put 
them on the list of jihadist targets throughout the world. (…) 
This is not a war against al-Nusra, but a war against Islam.” 
(12)
At least for now, Obama is determined not to send troops 
to fight against IS/Daash. However, without sending 
ground forces, the United States cannot win this war. 
“Determined to counter fears that America may find itself bogged 
down in another war, the Obama administration insists the U.S. 
won’t send troops to fight the Islamic State in a “combat role” in 
either Iraq or Syria... But airstrikes have their limitations. They 
run the risk of significantly increasing civilian casualties. While 
ISIS has some known strongholds -- in Raqqa, Syria, for example 
-- which could be neutralized by airstrikes, their other hideouts 
will not be as easily targeted. Last week, the CIA estimated that 
the militants could have up to 31,500 fighters sprinkled across 
Iraq and Syria. They operate in clandestine cells in many parts 
of Iraq, Syria and elsewhere. The more the U.S. bombs them from 
the sky, the deeper they go underground: That could make the air 
campaign less effective while also endangering more civilians.” 
(13)

The US Cannot Win This War

At the same time, the US is not in a position to send ground 
troops to Iraq because of the high number of the soldiers 
that will die in such an adventure.
Instead, the US will use its local servants to fight on the 
ground; but the only local state that has enough power to 
seriously fight the insurgents is Iran, and it will be very 
difficult for the US to form an open alliance with Iran.
Thus, the US is facing the same dilemma Israel faced in 
Gaza, and we can expect the same results: a political defeat 
for the US. The similarity between the failings polices of 
Israel and the US is not a coincidence but the result of the 
decline of both imperialist states.
There are stories circulating which claim that Israel is 
backing up ISIS. However, this is pure speculation which 
cannot be confirmed; it also smells of crude anti-Semitism. 
For example:
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“It is vile Zionist Jews who are behind the terrorist group known 
as ISIS or Islamic State (also, Islamic State of Syria). It is an en-
tity which commits bloodthirsty murder throughout the Middle 
East. Yet, once again, it is Jews and Jews alone who are com-
pletely behind it. Moreover, their goal has been in part achieved, 
which is to slaughter as many Muslims – and to a degree Chris-
tians – in the Middle East as possible.” (14)

The Solution

We should view as transitional the current movement of 
young Muslim militants to join a jihadist organization rath-
er than a working class revolutionary one. Today, young 
Muslims perceive the jihadists as a serious fighting force 
against imperialism. However, sooner or later these jihad-
ist organizations will betray the struggle because of their 
bourgeois class character and the historical epoch we live 
in. The young Muslim militants will then look for other 
kind of organization fighting imperialism. The only type 
of organization that can consistently fight imperialism is 
a revolutionary communist organization at the nucleus of 
which are small forces currently fighting to form the Fifth 
International.
The reformists, like the Communist parties who claim that 
Assad regime is an anti imperialist and that the jihadists 
are agents of imperialism, are a mere caricature of com-
munist fighting organizations. The centrists, who refuse 
to advocate forming a united front with the forces actually 
fighting imperialism on the ground because they are reac-
tionary, are useless and constitute a barrier on the road of 
fighting imperialism.
The struggle against imperialist domination that is a revo-
lutionary democratic struggle cannot be won without a 
working class socialist revolution. We saw this very clear-
ly in Egypt, where a wonderful democratic revolutionary 
struggle of millions was stopped in its tracks because of 
the lack of revolutionary working class leadership; instead 
of a revolution, Egypt got a military counter revolution.

* Down with Obama’s crusade! Defeat the military inter-
vention of US imperialism and their allies! Support the 
rebels against the US-led war of aggression! For interna-
tional mobilizations to defeat US aggression!
* Removal of the Kurdish PKK, the Palestinian resistance 
organizations (Hamas, Islamic Jihad, PFLP etc.), the Syr-
ian Al-Nusra as well as IS/Daash from the imperialists list 
of declared ‘terrorist’ organizations!
* Defend the Sunni popular insurrection against the Iraqi 
army!
* Down with reactionary sectarianism! Drive IS/Daash 
forces out of the resistance movement!
* Defend the Kurdish and Yazidi people against IS/Daash 
forces! Support the Kurdish people’s right of self-determi-
nation! For a united and socialist Kurdistan!
* Defend Gaza! Defeat Israel! For an international boycott 
campaign against Israel! For a Free and Red Palestine!
* Victory to the Syrian Revolution against the Assad Re-
gime!
* For joint action councils and militias of Sunni, Shiite, and 
Kurdish workers and peasants!
* Expropriate the foreign owners of the Iraqi oil industry with 
no compensation! Nationalize all oil companies, large industrial 
and telecommunication enterprises, and banks under workers’ 

control!
* For a workers’ and peasants’ government! For a socialist fed-
eration of the people of the Middle East!
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Since the Yemeni government abolished fuel subsidies, 
which would cause an increase in fuel prices by 60% 
to 90%, a wave of mass protests have shattered the 

country. Recently, the protests have reached a new level. 
The Houthi movement has urged its supporters to wage 
a campaign of civil disobedience until their demands are 
met. Their demands are:
* an immediate reinstatement of the fuel subsidies and
* the resignation of the government
The Houthi leader, Abdul Malik al-Houthi, has started this 
campaign with what he calls an escalation step by step. 
The first step was calling for protests and making threat-
ening speeches against the government. Camps were set 
up around the capital city Sana’a. There were three march-
es per day.
The government assigned a committee to negotiate with 
the Houthis in which they however failed. At the end of 
stage one, Abdul Malik al-Houthi made a speech. Every-
one was expecting him to be aggressive. However, he 
started to talk about the situation Yemen and insisted that 
the protests will continue to be peacefully. At the end of 
his speech he asked his supporters to pray on the next day, 
Friday, at the highway to Sanaa’s airport near of the min-
istry of interior.
The second step started with camps blocking the Sanaa’s 
airport’s street. Abdul Malik made sure his speech at that 
day was directed to the ordinary people with a simple 
language and full with religious terms. However, he con-
tinued threatening the government. At the same day the 
government has called the people to line up calling against 
a possible civil war. They made a march on the next day 
which was considered to be the biggest march in the his-
tory of Yemen.
The Houthis have started now the third step which con-

sists of demonstrations and protests against the govern-
ment plus blocking main streets for an hour to stop the 
traffic. Abdul Malik said: “The steps will continue to the end 
of the week,” he said, adding that “if the corrupt continue deal-
ing in an irresponsible way, we will be forced into further steps”. 
The UN Security Council called to end hostilities against 
the Yemeni government but the Houthi stands against it.
It looks like the government would never reach out to the 
Houthis demands and they know that. It can’t be excluded 
that the situation transforms into a civil war.
The RCIT calls workers and youth activists to fight for:
* For the immediate revoking of all price hikes! Down with Pres-
ident Hadi and the Islah government!
* For the founding of popular mass assemblies to democratically 
lead the protest movement!
* For a mass movement which unites Sunni and Shia workers 
and fellahin, one which is based on solidarity and respect for all 
groups!
* For a Workers’ and Fallahin government defended by popular 
militias which will expropriate the foreign corporations and the 
rich domestic capitalists! For the nationalization of the key in-
dustries and banks under workers’ control!
* For solidarity with the Palestinian liberation struggle! Defend 
Gaza – Defeat Israel!
* Down with the reactionary military dictatorship of General 
al-Sisi in Egypt!
* Down with the reactionary monarchy of Saudi Arabia!
* Renew and extend the Arab Revolution which started in 
2011!
* For a united, socialist Yemen as part of a socialist federation of 
the Middle East!
* Onward to the building of a revolutionary workers’ party as 
part of a Fifth International!
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As women, we often experience disgusting examples 
of oppression. The interview was held shortly after 
the last Gaza war from 8th July to 26th August. As a 

result, women in Israel are suppressed more and more – 
especially if they take a stand against the Gaza war. We are 
therefore proud to publish an interview with Hila Slutsky, 
a member of the International Socialist League (ISL), about 
her most recent experiences with women’s oppression.

* * * * *

RED*REVOLUTION: Dear comrade Hila, please start 
with a short introduction of yourself. Tell us, what it was 
like to be in Israel during the recent months.
HILA: I am an Israeli and 17 years old. I attend a regular 
high school. In addition I study psychology at the univer-
sity. The last weeks were really difficult for us women. 
Sexual violence rose in Israel. Facebook groups started, 
which called women to send naked pictures to the Israel 
Defence Force (Israel’s Army, editor’s note). Women, who 
supported Palestine, were accused of prostitution, judged 
by their appearance, and some Israelis wished us to be 
raped by Arabs.

RED*REVOLUTION: You wrote in a statement that you 
were raped twice. In your personal life, how would you 
say is it possible to deal with such issues? Are there peo-
ple who try to use this issue against you?
HILA: Of course, life is restricted after such an incident. 
However I am happy that I found a way to deal with it. 
Recently I founded a page against the discrimination of 
women on Facebook. ןויוושהו שפוחה ןעמל תומחלנ-קותשל תוקיספמ 
is the name. Its aim is to create a strong awareness amongst 
girls and young women who are discriminated in school. 
You know, the best thing to fight against the problems in 
our everyday life, is to fight against it together with other 
women! Although we might be afraid of being alone, we 
are not. We can organize ourselves; this will have a posi-
tive impact on our problems.
In the last days, I heard that my ex-boyfriend tells lies 
about me. At first, I could not believe it. But when I spoke 
to him, he did not deny it.

RED*REVOLUTION: Could you give an example of 
which lies he told about you?
HILA: We had a good relationship, or at least this is what I 
thought. There was no violence between us. But he told his 
friends, after we broke the relationship off, that I would 
want to hit him. The reason, why I was supposed to do 
this, is that he cheated on me. Unfortunately it is not the 
only lie. For example he also says that I want to have sex 
with many men, because I was raped in the past.
These accusations are very disgusting. I think no woman 
should experience such a humiliation. We all know that: 
There are nasty rumors about some of us – and you get to 

know them on Facebook!
I think our private life should stay private. These accusa-
tions lead to sexist comments about women. This can seri-
ously harm our lives! Some women are shocked by such 
an insulting behavior of men and face great difficulties to 
overcome such a breach of trust.

RED*REVOLUTION: How do you feel after these ac-
cusations? What should women do, when stuff like this 
happens?
HILA: Such lies shouldn’t bother us… Think about it, what 
is the reason for this sexist behavior? It is the fact that men 
in this capitalist world have to be the “superior sex”. We, 
as women, are educated to be pretty, peaceful, pure and 
chaste. In the movies and magazines men act like studs. 
But this is not the reality. The life of some men is a big lie. 
Some think they need to lie to themselves and to women. 
But no one needs the studs. We should care for ourselves, 
without dependence on others. We need Amazons and 
real heroes!
Only a revolutionary movement of women, who are con-
sistently active against their discrimination, can be suc-
cessful. Men, who want to fight against sexism, should be 
part of it as well… we are not feminists. But women have 
to liberate themselves; this is not the task of old-fashioned 
superheroes.
As communists we should create a culture of respect and 
solidarity. We women are strong fighters for our future. 
Men show their strength in acknowledging this. I will cope 
with lies of my ex-boyfriend, because in the ISL, and in-
ternationally in the Revolutionary Communist International 
Tendency (RCIT), we know that such nonsense is a product 
of the capitalist society.
In the end, the revolution of the workers will solve the 
problem of women’s oppression. Just like it will solve 
many other social problems that confront us as women 
today.

RED*REVOLUTION: Thank you for the interview, com-
rade Hila!

Middle East
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As in all political systems under the capitalist sys-
tem, elections in Brazil are a mockery of democ-
racy. The state and the bourgeois parties organize 

themselves to brainwash the people; newspapers, radio, 
television, the clergy, everything is bought and mobilized 
by the bourgeoisie to generate propaganda for the up-
coming elections of the bourgeois candidates. The toiling 
masses are thereby deceived, duped into imagining that 
they are actually determining their own future while, par-
adoxically private ownership of the means of production 
is maintained. In fact, the working class is simply invited 
to elect its butcher for the next four years. We, Bolshe-
vik revolutionaries, understand that workers’ struggles 
against the rule of capital and its state are not decided in 
super-structural realms of bourgeois democracy.
While we oppose electioneering, we are not opposed to 
electoral politics. The elections of bourgeois democracies 
can afford opportunities for revolutionaries to denounce 
the elections as a sham, while making propaganda of our 
revolutionary program.
The Workers’ Party-PT is already finishing its third term 
in office, having come to power in 2003, with Lula da Silva 
serving as president for two terms and Dilma Rousseff fill-

ing this office during the last four years. The PT-led gov-
ernment is a Popular Front government in which sections 
of the bourgeoisie form part of the government. The PT’s 
current candidate for vice president, running alongside 
Dilma Roussef, is Michel Temer from the bourgeois par-
ty PMDB. The PT government has an ally in the Popular 
Party (PP) led by the notorious right-wing politician Paulo 
Maluf, infamous as the governor of São Paulo during the 
military dictatorship who repressed all social movements 
and workers’ strikes.
In this context, we should understand the PT government’s 
caving into many of the demands made by imperialism 
during in the last 12 years: pension reform, privatization 
of roads and airports, the financing of export agribusiness, 
financial support to large banks and large multinational 
companies headquartered in Brazil, etc. At the end of his 
second term as president, Lula noted that “the bankers have 
never had as huge profits as during in my administration.” 
Internationally, at the behest of American imperialism, 
Brazil sent troops to Haiti. There are numerous reports 
of abuse and violence against Haitian workers by Brazil-
ian soldiers. But because the PT needed to provide some 
answers for the masses, they pushed forward some mini-

Latin America
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mum social assistance policies – the family allowance, a 
monthly bonus for the poorest families.
In recent years, to ensure Brazil’s hosting of the World Cup 
and the 2016 Olympics, the federal government, with the 
help of state governments, has imposed harsh repressive 
measures to bring huge profits to billionaires from these 
two events. The Collectivo Lenin group, headquartered 
in Rio de Janeiro, wrote the following in its blog: “We live 
under a wave of political arrests unprecedented since the dicta-
torship. The military police’s sealing off of the Tijuca favela, in 
Rio de Janeiro, during which 500 protestors were under house 
arrest, and the inhabitants of the entire neighborhood were in-
communicado for the World Cup final, demonstrated that the 
bourgeoisie parties are prepared to tear to shreds the minimal 
legal guarantees made by the Constitution in order to prevent 
struggles against the consequences of these mega-events. And 
these consequences have been the uprooting of entire communi-
ties. The presence of UPPs – Pacification Police Units – in the 
favelas is an attempt to hide drug trafficking while at the same 
time increasing the militarization of the slums, in parallel to the 
absurd increases in rent and public transportation.” (1)
Naturally, the fact that the PT rules just like any other bour-
geois party caused a great deal of disappointment among 
various organized sectors of the working class. Lula’s 2003 
pension reform led to the breakup of a sector of the PT 
which founded the PSOL. The PSTU was encouraged to 
break with the central trade union (CUT) directed by the 
PT and to found the Conlutas, representing part of federal 
public workers. Corruption scandals, such as the monthly 
bonuses (mensalão) arranged by Lula to encourage depu-
ties to vote in favor of his government, and the case of the 
US refinery in Pasadena under the Dilma’s administration 
are direct consequences of the PT’s popular front tactics 
which make a government of the bourgeoisie, by the bour-
geoisie, and for the bourgeoisie.

What are the Electoral Options in Left Field?

Let us now analyze the options offered by leftist parties, 
or those posing as leftists. The PSOL, PSTU, and the PCO 
each have their own candidates.
The PSOL (Party of Socialism and Liberty) which emerged 
in 2005 following the split of various groups within the PT 
claimed who they wanted to rescue the origins of the PT. 
But after all these years, this party has made an extraordi-
nary shift to the right. Its candidate for president, Luciana 
Genro, openly declared that “there is no problem in receiv-
ing donations from companies.” Roberto Robaina, campaign 
coordinator and chief advisor of Luciana Genro, told Re-
uters: “We have received the money (from the Brazilian 
multinational Gerdau) and we are already spending it.” 
Furthermore, in 2012, during the elections for mayor in the 
city of Rio de Janeiro, the PSOL candidate, Marcelo Freixo, 
was supported by DEM and PSDB. DEM has its roots in 
the ARENA party which governed during the military 
dictatorship; PSDB is the direct representative of US-EU 
imperialism in Brazil and the main opposition party to the 
PT. The turn to the right by PSOL is reflected in its po-
sitions against abortion and the criminalization of “black 
block” activists in protest movements that have emerged 
since June 2013.
The PSTU (United Socialist Workers’ Party) is that of LIT-
Morenoite in Brazil. Its candidate for president is Zé Ma-

ria, a former metalworker. The PSTU has been trying for 
several years to form a broad Left Front, with PSOL as 
its main ally. This attempt has failed mainly because of 
PSOL’s refusal to ally itself with PSTU, seeing no electoral 
advantage in doing so. The PSTU finds no problem in at-
tempting to form an alliance with a party like the PSOL 
which receives funding from the bourgeoisie. However, 
the PSTU itself, while it does not receive funding from the 
bourgeoisie, has adopted policies of absolute centrism in 
recent years.
Despite their radical rhetoric resembling that of the PSTU, 
in 2009, without even issuing a call for an indefinite strike, 
their central union, CONLUTAS, accepted the dismissal 
of more than 4,000 workers from Embraer, a Brazilian 
multinational that manufactures commercial and mili-
tary aircraft in the region of São José dos Campos-SP. This 
cowardly surrender opened the door for massive layoffs 
during subsequent years by other multinationals such as 
GM’s firing of thousands of workers. In the realm of trade 
union politics, PSTU-Conlutas isn’t very different than the 
Workers’ Party-PT.
In their electoral campaign, which they take in earnest, 
the PSTU has even broken with what any Trotskyist party 
sees as one of its main pillars: Proletarian international-
ism. The party has taken a position strongly against the 
arrival of Cuban doctors in Brazil in the context of the 
federal government’s “More Doctors” program. This pro-
gram, inspired by the model implemented in Venezuela 
by Chavez, is intended to ensure the presence of doctors 
both in the great metropolises (São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, 
etc.) as well as in the most remote regions of the country 
like the Amazon, the Northeast, etc.
Furthermore, the party’s policy towards repressive state 
bodies, specifically the Military Police, completely breaks 
with the Leninist policy regarding the roll of agents of re-
pression. One of the main actions of the Russian Revolution 
of 1917 was the dismantling of the police. But in its federal 
CSP-Conlutas Trade Union, the PSTU has members from 
the police associations (the latter are prohibited from cre-
ating their own trade unions). This puts in direct contact 
as “colleagues” the leaders of social resistance movements 
with representatives of repressive police groups. (2)
The left-centrist PCO (Workers Cause Party) has as its can-
didate for president the journalist Rui Costa. For years the 
PCO has participated in Brazil’s presidential elections, al-
ways winning a very low percentage of votes. In the last 
presidential elections held in 2010, the combined total 
number of votes cast for the candidates of the PCO, PSTU, 
PSOL, and PCB was less than 1% of the electorate. This 
being the case, the analysis of the survey data regarding 
the appeal of the PCO among the masses is equally ap-
plicable to the other parties: it is regarded by the press as 
being far-left, i.e., the bourgeois press puts the PCO as far 
to the left as PSOL and PSTU. This has consequences: in a 
largely conservative electorate, the penetration of the PCO 
in the working class is very limited. However, the PCO is 
the only remaining party presenting its electoral program 
on television and radio and warning that “bourgeois elec-
tions are useless for the working class, and only benefit the 
bourgeoisie.” Furthermore they maintain that “the social 
revolution is the way for the working class.” Important 
too, considering the obvious lack of democracy in the cur-
rent electoral laws of Brazil, in which the very small par-
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ties are prevented from to competing, the PCO has opened 
up its party for the other far-left groups so that the latter 
can run in elections under their own party program.
The PCO supports the complete abolition of the police. Ac-
cording to a report by the OAB-RJ (Order of Lawyers of 
Brazil-Rio de Janeiro section) police in Brazil are among 
the biggest killers in the world. According to this data, be-
tween 2001 and 2011, there was an astonishing increase in 
the number of deaths caused by police and registered as 
“resistance.” The number of such deaths peaked in 2007. 
In Rio de Janeiro, 12,000 acts of resistance were analyzed; 
60% were pure and simple execution, many victims hav-
ing been shot in the neck.
We have no programmatic agreement with the PCO. We 
have very different views when it comes to the charac-
terization of the contemporary roles of Russia and China 
which we see as imperialist countries. We do not advo-
cate the release of criminals from PT like former minister 

José Dirceu and former PT leader José Genoíno. Contrary 
to the PCO, we advocate that the movement “We will not 
have the Cup” had legitimate claims because of the repres-
sive apparatus that displaced thousands of people from 
their homes and because of the continued shortage that is 
still happening in public hospitals, public health in gen-
eral, housing and education. However, the PCO has not 
crossed the class line as has the PSOL and they have not 
betrayed or boycotted the struggles of workers’ strikes as 
PSTU and PSOL have, and still do. For this reason, the Bra-
zilian CCR-section of RCIT gives critical electoral support 
to PCO.

(1) http://coletivolenin.blogspot.com.br/2014/07/uma-cam-
panha-eleitoral-de-denuncia-do.html?m=1
(2) http://oglobo.globo.com/brasil/policia-mata-cinco-pes-
soas-por-dia-no-brasil-10669947
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The Revolutionary Communist Organization LIBERA-
TION (RKO BEFREIUNG, RCIT’s Austrian Section) 
and the Youth Organization RED*REVOLUTION 

had a well-organized intervention at the annual political 
and cultural event of the Communist Party (similar to the 
L’Humanité fete of the French CP) which took place on 
30/31 August. We have booked space for a stall twice as big 
as in the past years because – as a result of our growth – 
we have much more publications and other things to pres-
ent. Amongst our latest publications were the September 
issues both of the Austrian section’s as well as of the youth 
organizations monthly paper. In addition we presented 
three new issues of the German-language theoretical jour-
nal REVOLUTIONÄRER KOMMUNISMUS as well as two 
new issue of our English-language theoretical journal 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNISM.
One of German-language journals consists of a booklet 
about Alcoholism and the workers movement written 
by Nina Gunić. In this study comrade Gunić analysis the 
world-wide consumption of alcohol and the differences 
which exist between the classes, the imperialist and the 
semi-colonial world as well as between the genders. She 
shows, using the latest data of the UN’s World Health 
Organization as well as many other studies of health sci-
entists, that contrary to the widespread believe amongst 
many Western leftists (who usually like to take a bottle) 
nearly two third of the world population is abstinent (par-
ticularly in the semi-colonial countries). Comrade Gunić 
also elaborates in separate chapters the attitude to alco-
hol amongst the German social democracy before 1914 as 
well as of the Russian Bolsheviks. She shows that while 
the German socialists had an ambiguous attitude, the Bol-
sheviks had a clear anti-alcohol policy which they put into 
practice after the victorious October revolution in 1917. 
She also demonstrates how the Stalinist bureaucracy re-
versed these gains step by step which helped the return 
of widespread drunkenness. In her final chapter comrade 
Gunić explains why a revolutionary communist organiza-
tion should combine the struggle against repression by 
the bourgeois state (like criminalization of cannabis) with 
a campaign inside the working class and the poor against 
alcoholism and drug consumption.
Despite heavy rain on both days our militants were very 
active in discussing with people about our ideas and sell-
ing our publications. While a public meeting on the crisis 
and class struggle in Greece planned for Saturday fell prey 
to the heavy rain, we had more luck with our second meet-
ing on Sunday (albeit then it was raining too).
In this second meeting we had a public debate with the 
Austrian CWI section on Israel and the liberation struggle 
in Palestine. Comrade Franz Neuhold spoke for the CWI 
while comrade Johannes Wiener presented the views of 
the RCIT. Comrade Rebecca Stauder, a young spokesper-
son of the RKO BEFREIUNG, was the moderator. There 
was a lot of interest in this public debate which was re-

flected in the fact that 80 people came to the meeting de-
spite rain. Some Zionist provocateurs from the so-called 
“Anti-German left” tried to disrupt our meeting but they 
were quickly thrown out by the women and men of our 
security service.
The CWI representative defended his organization’s sup-
port for s “socialist” two-state solution as well as why 
their Austrian section has abstained from pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations since years. (We will publish an extensive 
document in the next days in which we will deal in detail 
with the CWI position on Israel and the Palestinian libera-
tion struggle.)
Comrade Wiener explained why a two-state solution 
(“socialist” or not socialist) is undemocratic because it de-
nies the Palestinian people the return to their homeland. 
He also elaborated why it is indispensable for socialists 
to support the Palestinian liberation struggle in words 
and deeds without giving political support to the petty-
bourgeois and bourgeois leaderships of this struggle. He 
emphasized that socialists must fight for a “Free, Red Pal-
estine”.
All in all it was a highly successful intervention of the 
RCIT’s Austrian Section and the Youth Organization 
RED*REVOLUTION and a good beginning for our work 
in autumn.

Pictures from the stall of the RCIT’s Austrian Section and 
the Youth Organization RED*REVOLUTION as well as 
from the public debate with the CWI can be viewed here: 
http://www.rkob.net/wer-wir-sind-1/rkob-aktiv-bei/ber-
icht-volksstimmefest-2014/
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A coalition of progressive organizations called 
for an anti-racist demonstration in Vienna on 18 
September. The reason was the original plan of 

the right-wing populist party FPÖ to send an extreme 
right-wing representative as a deputy minister for the 
department for schools in the Viennese government. 
However, meanwhile this attempt has been aborted. 
Nevertheless, the demonstration took place to protest 
against racism in schools.
The demonstration was rather small with about 200 people 
amongst which the red contingent of RKO BEFREIUNG 
(Austrian section of the RCIT) and the youth organization 
RED*REVOLUTION was clearly the biggest.
The initiators of the demonstration – the Cliffite IST section 
in Austria and the school student group of the social 
democratic party – did everything to control the coalition 
in a highly bureaucratic way. Contrary to their promises 
they failed to print the names of the organizations that were 
part of the alliance on the joint flyers and posters. Likewise 
they failed to convene a single meeting of the coalition in 
order to jointly plan and decide on the procedure of the 
demonstration.
Worse, 18 hours before the demonstration took place, 
they announced that they had decided to integrate the 
war-mongering Zionist group Hashomer Hatzair into the 
coalition. While organizations like RKO BEFREIUNG and 
RED*REVOLUTION (as well as others) were not given the 
right to have a speaker at the demonstration, these Zionists 

got a speaker. In addition, Hashomer Hatzair was allowed 
to march at the front of the demonstration (see the third 
photo at http://www.liv3.at/article/wien-diskriminierung-
am-marsch-gegen-diskriminierung)
Hashomer Hatzair is an international Laborite Zionist 
organization. On its website it proudly states that its 
members were part of the Zionist terror militias Hagana 
and Palmach who expelled hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinian people from their homelands in 1948/49. (See 
http://www.hashy.org.au/info) During the Gaza war two 
years ago they called – as part of the pro-Zionist coalition 
„Free Gaza from Hamas“ –  for a rally on 21.11.2012 which 
praised Israel’s murderous war against the Gaza people. (See 
http://freegazafromhamas.wordpress.com/2012/11/17/
kundgebung-solidaritat-mit-israel-befreit-gaza-von-der-
hamas/)
The reactionary coalition „Free Gaza from Hamas“ 
includes – in addition to Hashomer Hatzair – Christian 
fundamentalists (like “Christians on the Side of Israel 
[Austria]”), war-mongering Zionists like the „Zionist 
Federation in Austria“ as well as notorious ex-leftist 
“Anti-Germans” like Simone Dinah Hartmann und 
Stephan Grigat. It should be mentioned that also pseudo-
progressive forces like the youth group of the Green Party 
as well as the university student group of the Communist 
Party are also took part in this war-mongering pro-Zionist 
alliance.
It is a scandal that the Cliffites did not invite progressive 
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Austria: Cliffites and “left” social democrats invite
war-mongering Zionists to anti-racist demonstration!

Report (with Pictures and Videos) of the RKO BEFREIUNG (Austrian section of the RCIT), 21.9.2014
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Jewish organizations like the “Jewish Voices for a Just Peace 
in the Middle East” or the “Women in Black” instead of these 
war-mongers!
Together with our comrades from the ISL in Palestine/
Israel we fight against Anti-Semitism as well as against the 
Zionist oppression of the Palestinian people. We strongly 
reject any exploitation of the just struggle against Anti-
Semitism and in defense of the Jewish people against 
discrimination by the supporters of Israel’s wars and 
occupation!
Obviously we were not prepared to accept such war-
mongering Zionists at an anti-racist demonstration without 
protest. Hence the spokesperson of RED*REVOLUTION, 
Marc Hangler, explained our protest in a speech with our 
megaphone at the beginning of the demonstration. (For the 
video of the speech, see the link below.) During the speech 
of the Hashomer Hatzair representative, we chanted “Viva, 
Viva Palestina!”. One of the organizers of the demonstration, 
Nathan Y., called the police to intervene and to expel us. 
(He openly confesses this in an interview at https://cba.
fro.at/269352 which starts at minute 3:45) Equally, David 
Albrich, a leader of the Austrian Cliffites, hysterically tried 
to create a scandal in front of our contingent and in front of 
the police. However in the end, our pro-Zionist opponents 
failed to expel us from the demonstration.
This whole incident is a vivid confirmation of the Cliffites 
opportunism and hypocrisies. In their paper they proclaim 
their solidarity with the Palestinian people. However 
during the 51 days of the last Gaza war they didn’t join 

a single pro-Palestine demonstration or rally which were 
organized by the migrant communities! Since a number 
of years they conduct a thoroughly opportunist adaption 
to the social democratic youth organization which again 
is strongly pro-Zionist. (The leadership of the social 
democratic youth organization has adopted a resolution 
stating that they won’t take part in any united front in 
which the Austrian RCIT section participates because 
we fight for the replacement of Israel by a single state for 
Palestinians and Jews.) As a result the Austrian Cliffites 
end up defending war-mongering Zionists against the anti-
imperialists of the RCIT! It is not without irony that the 
same opportunist method led their sister organization in 
Britain, the SWP, to an opportunist adaption to bourgeois 
Muslim leaders in their joint party RESPECT.
All in all we see how a shrinking and strongly middle-class 
orientated reformist an centrist left which degenerates 
and adapts more and more opportunistically to the 
pressure of the ruling classes and the labor bureaucracy. 
The Austrian RCIT section and the youth organization 
RED*REVOLUTION will continue to fight against all 
forms of racism and to combine it with a principled anti-
imperialist policy.

Pictures and videos of some speeches at the rally can be 
found at on the RKO BEFREIUNG website:
http://www.rkob.net/wer-wir-sind-1/rkob-aktiv-bei/anti-
krauss-demo/

Cartoon by Carlos Latuff 
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As we reported recently, activists from the youth or-
ganization RED*REVOLUTION were engaged in 
a campaign against the nomination of Maximilian 

Krauss from the right-wing populist party FPÖ to become 
the deputy minister for the department for schools in the 
Viennese government. Krauss is even inside his party an 
extreme racist and calls for “foreigners-only” classes in 
schools in order to separate migrants from Austrian school 
students! The FPÖ got 20.5% at the last national elections 
in 2013 and is the biggest opposition party. It is the leading 
force in the current polls.
Amongst the numerous activities of the RED*REVOLUTION 
comrades was a protest event with Piñatas. A num-
ber of school students from one school went to a park 
in a break and hit several Piñatas which had the face of 
Krauss on it. After a video of this action was posted on 
RED*REVOLUTION TV, it became pretty popular and 
got already 6.200 hits. (See http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-98sT8VZ0U4)
HC Strache, the leader of the FPÖ, expressed his outrage 
over this action of RED*REVOLUTION on his Facebook 
site. (See https://www.facebook.com/HCStrache). In ad-
dition one of the biggest dailies in Vienna, HEUTE, pub-
lished an article on our action in its issue of 19 September. 
(See http://www.heute.at/news/politik/art23660,1071970) 
On 23 September Strache issued a video in which he called 
the social democratic mayor of Vienna, Michael Häupl, to 
publicly dissociate himself from RED REVOLUTION and 
our activities against the racist Krauss. (See http://www.

hcstrache.at/hc-strache-an-haeupl-distanzieren-sie-sich-
von-hass-und-hetze/ as well as http://www.youtube.com/
watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RcUYs71WsYE) 
Häupl refused to accept Krauss as a deputy minister for 
the department for schools in the Viennese government.
Characteristically, Strache, Krauss and the FPÖ also accuse 
the RKO BEFREIUNG and RED*REVOLUTION of “Anti-
Semitism” because we protested against the prominent 
presence of the war-mongering Zionist group Hashomer 
Hatzair at the demonstration against Krauss on 18 Septem-
ber. Similarly to various pro-Zionist “left-wing” groups – 
like the social democratic as well as the Communist Party’s 
youth group – the FPÖ supports Israel and its wars against 
the Palestinian people. (See RKO BEFREIUNG: Austria: 
Cliffites and “left” social democrats invite war-mongering 
Zionists to anti-racist demonstration! 21.9.2014, http://
www.thecommunists.net/rcit/austria-anti-krauss-demo/)
These recent developments underline once more that 
RED*REVOLUTION and its activities have a growing im-
pact amongst youth in Vienna and provoke the hatred of 
our right-wing enemies. It also shows how shameful it is 
that the Cliffites invited the Zionist Hashomer Hatzair to an 
anti-racist demonstration and that pro-Zionist “left-wing” 
groups share the reactionary slander of the FPÖ against 
us. The RKO BEFREIUNG and RED*REVOLUTION will 
continue their communist struggle against imperialism, 
racism and for solidarity with the liberation struggle of the 
Palestinian as well as all oppressed people.
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Peter Taaffe, the CWI’s long-standing leader, recently 
published a response to criticism against the posi-
tion of his organization regarding the Palestinian 

liberation struggle. (1) In addition, on 31 August a public 
debate took place between representatives of the Austrian 
sections of the RCIT and the CWI in which the participants 
debated strategy for the Palestinian liberation struggle. (2) 
Furthermore, RCIT comrades in Israel / Occupied Pales-
tine as well as socialists inside the Workers and Socialist 
Party (WASP) in South Africa regularly hold discussions 
with CWI activists on this issue.
While Taaffe’s article takes the form of a reply to an ar-
ticle by the Cliffite US group ISO, it is in fact an attack on 
the positions of all consistent socialists who take an anti-
Zionist stand in their support for the Palestinian liberation 
struggle. In fact, Taaffe’s article is a reaction – on the back-
drop of the massively growing international solidarity 
movement for Palestine – to the increasing criticism which 
the CWI is facing from socialists. This criticism targets the 
CWI’s failure to side with the Palestinian resistance in the 
ongoing liberation struggle against the Zionist state, as 

well as its long-standing support for a “socialist” Jewish 
state of Israel alongside a “socialist” Palestine. In the fol-
lowing essay we will reply to the arguments of the CWI 
and explain the position of the RCIT.
The Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT) 
and its section in Israel / Occupied Palestine – the Interna-
tionalist Socialist League (ISL) – have a long-standing record 
of fighting for a communist and anti-Zionist program in 
the struggle for the national liberation of the Palestinian 
people and a socialist federation of the Middle East. We 
– and our predecessor organizations respectively – have 
always fought against the Apartheid State of Israel and for 
its replacement by a single state in all of historic Palestine, 
one which should have a democratic and socialist char-
acter. Equally, we have always sided with the Palestinian 
resistance and the Arab people in their struggles with and 
wars against Israel, and have helped to organize numer-
ous solidarity actions. Thus, we refer all those who are in-
terested in learning more about our program for Palestine 
to the numerous documents and articles which we have 
published in our journals and online. (3)

The CWI’s “Socialist” Zionism and
the Palestinian Liberation Struggle

A Reply from the RCIT 

By Michael Pröbsting, Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 15.9.2014

Cartoon by Carlos Latuff 
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What are the Main Differences

between the RCIT and the CWI regarding Palestine?

Let us start by giving a brief recapitulation of the main 
differences between the RCIT and the CWI regarding the 
issue of Palestine. (see below)

I. Permanent Revolution for a “Free, Red Palestine” or 
“Socialist” Zionism for a Two State Solution?

We begin by analyzing the differences between the respec-
tive programmatic goals of the RCIT and the CWI. As we 
have stated above, all RCIT comrades, both in the Interna-
tionalist Socialist League and in their respective organiza-
tions internationally, stand for a Free, Red Palestine from the 
River to the Sea. We consider this as the only possible so-

lution to the burning national question which dominates 
political life both in Israel / Occupied Palestine as well as 
throughout the entire Middle East. The national oppres-
sion of the Palestinian people, the majority of whom live 
either in refugee camps or in the Palestinian Diaspora, can 
only be ended if all Palestinians are given the right to re-
turn to their homeland – currently under Israeli occupa-
tion.
Such a state must be socialist in character because only a 
Workers’ and Fallahin Republic which expropriates the 
(mostly Israeli Jewish) capitalist class will be able to ensure 
social equality and mobilize the huge economic resources 
which are indispensable to implementing a program of 
return for the Palestinian refugees, and at the same time 
ensure an overall improvement of living conditions for the 
popular masses.

     RCIT    CWI

The RCIT critically supports the international 
mass boycott campaign against Israel which has 
been joined by many trade unions and solidarity 

organizations around the world. While this campaign 
alone cannot defeat Israel, it can contribute to the support 
of the Palestinian liberation struggle. Equally, the RCIT 
calls the international trade union movement to break 
their links with the Histradut, the Zionist trade union 
which is closely connected with the Israeli state.

In general, the CWI opposes the boycott campaign 
against Israel, with the exception of some selected 
measures against this or that company located in 

the West Bank settlements, or against arms exports by 
Israel. The CWI claims the broad boycott campaign 
against Israel should not be supported, since it is 
rejected by the Israeli workers. The CWI also opposes 
calling for the international trade union federation to 
sever their links with Histadrut.

The RCIT sides with the practical struggle (including 
its military aspects) of the Palestinian resistance 
and calls for the application of the anti-imperialist 

united front tactic as elaborated by Lenin’s Communist 
International. We call for the victory of the Palestinian 
resistance and for the defeat of Israel, while at the same 
time giving no political support to the petty-bourgeois 
and bourgeois leaderships of the Palestinian resistance 
(like Hamas, Islamic Jihad, Fatah, PFLP etc.).

The CWI opposes Israel’s wars of aggression. While 
it abstractly “defends the right of the Palestinians 
to resist,” it explicitly rejects any united front 

approach or support for the struggle of the Palestinian 
resistance as it exists today (i.e., with Hamas in the 
leadership role). The CWI considers Hamas to be an 
enemy of the Palestinian people no less than the Israeli 
state.

The RCIT considers Israel to be an imperialist, 
colonial settler state with no legitimacy. It calls for 
a Democratic, Palestinian, Multinational and Socialist 

Workers and Fallahin Republic from the River to the Sea. 
In such a single state in the whole of historic Palestine, 
the Palestinians – having the right to return to their 
homeland – would naturally constitute the majority of 
the country’s population. Such a state should be part of 
a socialist federation of the Middle East. All Jews will be 
welcomed to live in such a state as long as they accept 
the democratic rights of the Palestinian majority. In short, 
we fight to replace the State of Israel with a “Free, Red 
Palestine.” The RCIT believes that the right of national 
self-determination is only a right for oppressed nations, 
not oppressor nations.

The CWI considers Israel as a normal capitalist 
state, not a colonial settler state. It views Israel as 
being similar to other capitalist states, like Egypt. 

While the CWI recognizes the Nakba as a tragedy, it 
believes that this is am historic episode belonging to the 
past. According to the CWI, an Israeli Jewish state is an 
historic fact which should be accepted. Therefore, the 
CWI defends the right of national self-determination 
for the Israeli Jews, including the right to have their 
own state. Consequently it calls for a socialist Israel 
alongside a socialist Palestine. Both states should be 
part of a socialist federation of the Middle East.
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The CWI slogan of a two-state solution – i.e., retaining the 
Israeli-Jewish state which was founded on and nurtured 
by the expulsion of the Palestinian people from their his-
toric homeland – effectively means denying the Palestin-
ians the right of return to that homeland. Simply calling 
two such proposed states “socialist” doesn’t make them 
so; if it doesn’t change the basic injustice of denying the 
Palestinians the right to return to their homes in Haifa, 
Jaffa, and hundreds of ethnically cleansed villages, while 
at the same time perpetuating the Jewish colonialist leg-
acy which preceded and was many times augmented af-
ter the Nakba. A priori, such an arrangement could never 
be deemed socialist, but rather would be something like 
calling for a “socialist” state in which women don’t have 
the same voting rights as men. If such a state would deny 
women equal rights – irrespective of its disingenuously 
being called “socialist” – it would not be socialist at all. 
Thus, the CWI’s two-state program effectively makes its 
adherents “socialist” Zionists. It is a pure expression of 
social-imperialism or “social-Zionism.”

Will a “Free, Red Palestine” Lead
to the Expulsion of the Israeli Jews?

In our recent debate with the CWI representatives in Aus-
tria, these comrades maintained that our program of a 
Free, Red Palestine would lead to the expulsion of the Is-
raeli Jews. We replied then and we repeat now that this 
is utter nonsense. In a Free, Red Palestine, Jews would be a 
legitimate and integral part of the multinational state. No 
authentic socialist can call for the expulsion of the Jewish 
people from Palestine. Jews would have the right to main-
tain their culture and languages (including observing holi-
days, obtaining kosher food, founding their own schools, 
and establishing media in their languages, etc.).
A Palestinian workers’ state would mobilize the huge fi-
nancial resources required to organize a massive public 
program of building new homes. Only such a program 
will ensure that both the Palestinian people can return to 
their former places of residence while, at the same time, 
the Israeli Jews can continue to live in decent housing.
However, we do not deny that a significant proportion of 
Israeli Jews may not readily accept the loss of the privi-
leges to which they have become accustomed during the 
decades of an apartheid system in Israel. In an earlier es-
say on the question of permanent revolution in Palestine, 
we addressed historical examples of other settler peoples.
“If one takes into account the extraordinary privileges which the 
Israeli Jewish population enjoy by the Zionist Apartheid state, 
it is very likely that a significant proportion of them will not 
accept a democratic state and equality with the Palestinians. We 
have seen the developments in Africa after the end of the Euro-
pean colonial empires. Many of the white colonial settlers left 
the country since they didn’t want to accept being a minority 
in a (formally) independent country in which the black popula-
tion dominates. For example, at the end of the 1970s, Portugal’s 
withdrawal from Mozambique and Angola spurred a great exo-
dus, in which 95% of whites in both countries left. In Zimbabwe, 
this exodus was also huge where the white population dropped 
from a peak of around 296,000 in 1975 to 120,000 in 1999 to 
just 30,000 today. In South Africa this development was less 
dramatic. Nevertheless even here and even despite the fact that 
the white population could retain their privileged material posi-

tion, some 800,000 out of a total white population of 4 million 
have left the country since 1995.” (4)

The Right of National Self-Determination:
A Principle of Socialism?

In an attempt to justify their neglect of the Palestinian na-
tional liberation struggle as part of the program for per-
manent revolution, the CWI has reinvented some “Marx-
ist” principles. Such ideological acrobatics demonstrate 
that the CWI comrades have, in fact, broken with Marxist 
methods. For example, Peter Taaffe claims: “The right of 
self-determination is not a “socialist principle”, as the ISO as-
serts, but a democratic task.”
Such a claim only reveals the extent to which Taaffe is not 
familiar with the Bolshevik program. Of course, it is cer-
tainly true that, in a revolutionary situation, the right of 
national self-determination – like many other goals of the 
socialist program – can be superseded by more burning 
tasks of the socialist revolution. For example, in the course 
of a successful proletarian revolution it might become nec-
essary to invade another country, and thereby temporarily 
suppress its population’s right of national self-determina-
tion, in order to spread the world revolution. Similarly, it 
may become necessary to temporarily suspend the demo-
cratic right of factory workers to elect their superiors; or 
that of rank and file soldier to select their commanders. 
However, taking such temporarily necessary steps does 
not alter the fact that the right of national self-determina-
tion is an indispensible part of the socialist program for 
working class power. Lenin was quite clear that this right 
is a fundamental principle of socialism and not just “a 
task”:
“On the other hand, in contrast to the Proudhonists, who 
“repudiated” the national problem “in the name of the social 
revolution,” Marx, having in mind mainly the interests of the 
proletarian class struggle in the advanced countries, put into 
the forefront the fundamental principle of internationalism and 
socialism, viz., that no nation can be free if it oppresses other 
nations.” (5)

The Peculiarity of the Colonial Settler State Israel

Similarly, the CWI tries to deny the peculiarity of Israel 
as a colonial settler state. (6) Essentially they claim that, as 
horrible as it might have been, the Nakba – the expulsion of 
the Palestinian people from 1948 onwards – it is an histori-
cal fact and one has to accept the existence of a Jewish ma-
jority in historic Palestine which desires to live in a state of 
their own. Peter Taaffe writes:
“A state or a series of states can be established by the brutal 
displacement of peoples. Look at the removal of the Greek popula-
tion from many parts of Asia Minor and of Turks from Greece 
following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. If you went back 
and redrew the map, you would now have huge exchanges of 
populations. (…) However, the reality now is that, in the course 
of time, a Jewish or Israeli national consciousness has been cre-
ated. What do Marxists say to this? Just ignore the real situation 
and continue with the old position?”
However, this comparison with events in Greece and Tur-
key in 1923 is not valid. Without doubt, these expulsions 
of about 350,000 Muslims from Greece and of 1.2 million 
Greeks from Turkey were utterly horrible and reactionary. 

Theory
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But they represented the expulsion of small minorities 
when compared with the total Greek and Turkish popula-
tions respectively. At the time, Greece had 6.2 million in-
habitants (1928) and Turkey had 13.6 million inhabitants 
(1927). (7) Furthermore, contemporary with these events, 
both the Greek and the Turkish people already had a na-
tion state in which the expelled persons could settle.
This is entirely different from what happened to the Pal-
estinian people. During 1948/49, the Zionists drove out 
nearly the entire Palestinian population from the territo-
ries in which Israel was established within the Armistice 
lines (commonly referred today as the “Green Line”) of 
1949. Until now, the Palestinians have never had any kind 
of national state. As a result, out of 11.6 million Palestin-
ians (according to official statistics), 5.8 million live in the 
Diaspora (mostly in Arab countries). Of the 4.4 million 
Palestinian living in the West Bank and Gaza, 44% are ref-
ugees. Add to this the approximately one-fifth of the 1.6 
million Palestinians who live inside the Green Line, but 
who are “internally displaced” refugees forbidden by Is-
raeli law to return to their original homes. All in all, a total 
of approximately ¾ of all Palestinians are refugees either 
living in refugee camps or in the enforced Diaspora. (8)
But maybe there are better arguments for the CWI position 
than their leader can think about? Would it be more valid 
if one compared Israel with other historic settler states like 
the US, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand? No, as we 
have already elaborated in an essay on issues related to 
permanent revolution in Palestine:
“These states also expelled and murdered the Native Ameri-
cans, Aborigines and Maoris. There are indeed strong similari-
ties which, by the way, show the hypocrisy of these imperialist 
“democracies” and which are the reason why we fully support 
the struggle of the Native Americans, Aborigines and Maoris 
for their national rights. However, from a historical-materialist 
point of view there are also important differences. Colonial set-
tler states like the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand 

have all been formed in the ascending epoch of capitalism in the 
16th to the 19th century. In opposite to these examples, Israel 
and the Israeli-Jewish “nation” have been formed in the imperi-
alist epoch in the 20th century, i.e. in the epoch of capitalism’s 
decline. This had important consequences. The white majority 
nation in the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand could 
nationally integrate and develop over a long historic period and 
at the same time they could successfully reduce and imprison 
the aboriginal people into small enclaves. Hence the aboriginal 
people in these countries today form only small minorities and 
have been denied, to a larger or smaller degree, the possibility to 
develop themselves as proper nations. Israel and Zionism on the 
other hand came – historically speaking – “too late”. As a result 
the Israeli-Jewish “nation” itself has important deficiencies in 
its national formation as they still constitute only a minority in 
Palestine while the Palestinians, on the other hand, are a fully 
developed majority nation (with the support and sympathy of 
the whole surrounding Arab and Muslim world).” (9)
Unfortunately, as we indicated above, the CWI comrades 
deny the nature of Israel as a colonial settler state and 
maintain that it has become a “normal” capitalist state. 
During our recent debate in Austria, their representatives 
stated that there is no difference between Israel and states 
like Egypt, since are both are capitalist and pro-imperial-
ist. This is economic reductionism which entirely ignores 
the national peculiarities distinguishing Israel, on the one 
hand, as a colonial settler state brought into existence by 
the great powers, and Egypt, on the other hand, as a na-
tional state which is dependent on and oppressed by impe-
rialism. In passing we note that, in addition to this, Israel 
has created its own monopoly capital and has, in the past 
two decades, transformed itself into a small imperialist 
power. (10) Based on these criteria, it is only logical that, 
while the RCIT would take the side of Arab states in the 
event of war against Israel – as we have in the past – the 
CWI always failed to do so. (11) In short, CWI’s denial of 
Israel as a peculiar colonial settler state serves as its justi-

30.03.2014 info@the-isleague.com www.the-isleague.com 

הסקת מסקנות ושינוי כיוון הכרחי 

הפך לסמל המאבק ההמוני של   –יום האדמה    –למרץ    30-ה 
הפלסטינים, אזרחי מדינת האפרטהייד הציונית, כנגד הנישול 
והדיכוי. השאלה הניצבת לפני הפעילים הפוליטיים המתנגדים לדיכוי 
ולמתקפה על רמת החיים ועל הזכויות הדמוקרטיות היא כיצד ניתן 
להפוך סמל חשוב זה למאבק מנצח. לשם כך יש להסיק מסקנות 
מהפכניות מהמצב הפוליטי העולמי האזורי והמקומי. אם לא נוציא 

 מסקנות ונפעל לפיהן ימשיך יום האדמה להיות מאבק סמלי בלבד.

הזהרנו כי המאבקים האדירים המתרחשים   2013ביום האדמה בשנת  
ברחבי העולם למען זכויות דמוקרטיות, חייבים להפוך למאבק למען 
מהפכה סוציאליסטית בהנהגת מפלגות פועלים מהפכניות, ולא 
הבורגנות האימפריאליסטית ומשרתיה יקימו בתגובה משטרים 

 טוטליטריים ואף פשיסטיים ויסכנו בכך את המשך קיום האנושות.

נאמר לנו כי אנו חולמים, כי אנו מנותקים מהמציאות וכי הדרך 
מוליכה למאבק בשלבים קודם כל מהפכה דמוקרטית ורק בשלב 
ההיסטורי הבא אולי תתכן מהפכה סוציאליסטית. השנה ניתן לראות 
עד כמה צדקנו כאשר כתבנו זאת. במצרים, לב העולם הערבי, 
המהפכה הדמוקרטית בה השתתפו מיליוני בני אדם שדרשו לחם 
ודמוקרטיה הגיעה בשלב זה למבוי סתום. הממשלה של האחים 
המוסלמים שהייתה מכשול למהפכה הדמוקרטית הופלה בהפיכה 

אימפריאליסטים רווי -צבאית ובמקומה עלה שלטון הגנרלים הפרו 
הדם שהחזיר את מצרים לתקופה של מובארכ. בסוריה המשטר 

 הרצחני של אסד ממשיך לטבוח בבני עמו. 

 –המהפכה הדמוקרטית לא ניצחה בשום מקום. הסיבה לכך פשוטה  
בתקופת שקיעת הקפיטליזם, המעמד הבורגני החלש, במדינות שלא 
עברו את המהפכה הדמוקרטית, חושש מאוד מאפשרות שהמאבק 
ההמוני ייצא משליטתו ויפרוץ את הדרך למהפכה סוציאליסטית. 
חשש זה גובר על החשש מהשליטה של האימפריאליסטים, הזורקים 

 הניצול של המוני העם.-לו פרורים מסופר

דוגמא ברורה אחרת המעידה על אופייה של התקופה בה אנו חיים 
היא האירועים באוקראינה, שם ממשלה פשיסטית עלתה לשלטון 
בתמיכת המערב האימפריאליסטי בהנהגתה של ארצות הברית. 
באותה עת, רוסיה האימפריאליסטית של פוטין השתלטה על קרים. 
כתוצאה מהתחדדות הסתירות שבין האימפריאליסטים השונים, 
קיימת סכנה כי הסתירות בין המעצמות האימפריאליסטיות במאבקן 

מנוצל תביא -על השליטה על שווקים, חומרי גלם וכוח עבודה סופר 
בסופו של דבר למלחמת עולם שלישית. ריסוקה של ברית המועצות 
על ידי ההנהגה הסטליניסטית המסואבת, והעדר הנהגה מהפכנית של 
מעמד הפועלים פתחה, כפי שאנו רואים היום, את השער לעליית 
הממשלה הפשיסטית באוקראינה ולהתחזקות מפלגות הימין הקיצוני 
לא רק במזרח אירופה, אלא במדינות אירופה המערבית, כמו למשל 

 יוון.

מצב השמאל באזור 

תנועות השמאל באזור נושאות גם הן באחריות לכישלון המהפכות. 
במצרים, תנועות ומפלגות השמאל סירבו ליישם את האמור לעיל, 
המשקף את תקפותה של תיאוריית המהפכה המתמדת של המהפכן, 
ממנהיגי המהפכה הרוסית, ליאון טרוצקי. כתוצאה מכך, הן הזדנבו 
אחר כוחות הבורגנות והבורגנות הזעירה, במקום להיאבק להקמתה 

 של מפלגת פועלים מהפכנית הנלחמת למען מהפכה סוציאליסטית. 

בסוריה, המפלגה הקומוניסטית הכניעה את מעמד הפועלים למשטר 
הסורי ומנעה ממנו התארגנות עצמאית מהפכנית. היא ממשיכה 
במדיניות זאת כאשר היא תומכת במשטר הדמים בטענה שהוא נאבק 
כנגד האימפריאליזם. זאת בעוד הוא נהנה מתמיכת האימפריאליזם 
הרוסי והסיני ואילו המערב מסרב לחמש את תנועת ההתנגדות 
שברובה אסלאמיסטית, ובכך מחזק את משטרו של אסד. קבוצות 
שמאל אחרות מסרבות לעשות חזית צבאית עם האיסלמיסטים בטענה 
שהם ריאקציונרים. זה נכון שההנהגה האסלמיסטית ריאקציונית, 
אולם האויב היותר מסוכן כיום הוא משטרו של אסד. שמאל מהפכני 
היה משתתף במאבק הצבאי נגד אסד, אך נאבק על הנהגת התנועה, 
שהינה חלק מהמהפכה הדמוקרטית הבלתי גמורה, במטרה להשלימה 

 במהפכה סוציאליסטית.

למרות נסיגות אלו, הזעם של ההמונים בכל רחבי העולם יכול 
להתפרץ מחדש וברמה גבוהה יותר. עלינו להכין את עצמנו 
להתפרצות זאת ולהסביר ללא לאות תוך השתתפות בכל מאבק ולו 
חלקי כי הדרך היחידה למחוץ את הפשיזם ולמנוע מלחמת עולם 
שלישית היא מהפכה סוציאליסטית. בניגוד לקבוצות שמאל התומכות 
ברוסיה, או בממשלה הפשיסטית באוקראינה, אין למעמד הפועלים 
ה  ברוסי ולא  ת  שלה הפשיסטי לא בממ תמוך  אינטרס ל כל 
האימפריאליסטית. הצורך הוא להתנגד לשני כוחות ריאקציונרים אלו 
על בסיס פרוגראמה מהפכנית למען אוקראינה סוציאליסטית כחלק 

 מפדרציה סוציאליסטית של כל אירופה וכחלק ממהפכה עולמית.

כשהימין מתחזק זה אומר שישראל נחלשת 

באותה עת אנו עדים להתחזקות הימין בישראל המבקש לחסל כל 
גילוי של ביקורת על הפשעים שישראל מעוללת לעם הפלסטיני. 

כאשר   67ישראל מחריפה את הדיכוי של העם הפלסטיני גם בגבולות  
קורבן בולט לרדיפה הפוליטית הוא ח"כ מחמד ברכה. ברכה הורשע 
בתקיפה, בעוד הוא מגן על אורי אבנרי, בהפגנה שנערכה לפני שבע 
וחצי שנים בזמן מלחמת לבנון השנייה. בעזה ובגדה המערבית 
ישראל רוצחת בדם קר את מתנגדי הכיבוש והיא מחממת את 
הגבולות עם לבנון וסוריה כאשר היא ממשיכה לאיים במלחמה נגד 
אירן. הדיכוי הגובר הוא תוצאה של בידודה הגובר של ישראל 
ן  ום רק לתמיכה של הימי הי ם  ני פו טי ישראל  בעולם. שלי

 האיסלמופובי בעולם, התומך בדיכוי העם הפלסטיני.

בידודה של ישראל מתבטא לא רק בהעמקת החרם על ישראל על ידי 
תנועת החרם העולמית באוניברסיטאות ועל ידי האיגודים 
המקצועיים, אלא אף התפרסם כי המועצה לזכויות אדם של האו"ם 

ישראליות, -בז'נבה עומדת להצביע על חמש החלטות גינוי אנטי 
ת  שקעו ה טת  והס ם  חר דוד  לעי ה  קריא ת  כולל הן  מ ת  ח שא
מההתנחלויות. אין מה לסמוך על גינוי זה משום שהאו"ם הוא זרוע 
של האימפריאליזם התומך, למרות הביקורת הנשמעת לפעמים, 

 בישראל חזקה המזוינת מכף רגל ועד ראש. 

אולם עצם האפשרות שגוף זה יגנה את ישראל משקפת את העובדה 
כי ישראל נמצאת למעשה במצב בו היה משטר האפרטהייד של דרום 
אפריקה, אחותה התאומה של ישראל בסוף שנות השמונים של המאה 
הקודמת. בידוד זה הוא המוליך למתיחות מסוימת בין ארצות הברית 
של אובמה לישראל כאשר משטרו של אובמה, שבאופן יסודי תומך 
בישראל, מבין שעליו לקחת מרחק מסוים מישראל במטרה להמשיך 
לשלוט באזור. כדי להמשיך ולמצוץ את אוצרותיו הטבעיים כנפט 
ולשמור על עליונות אסטרטגית כנגד האימפריאליזם הרוסי והסיני. 

 נמאס ממחאות סמליות! למען מאבק עממי ממשי!

Read the RCIT‘s statements, articles and leaflets
during the Gaza War 2014 at www.thecommunists.net
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 اوقفوا الفاشية وسفك الدماء في غزة!
نحن رفاق الرابطة االشتراكية األممية نحيي أولئك الذين ل�دي�ه�م 
الشجاعة للتعبير والتضامن مع اهل غزة الذي يتعرضون لهجوم 
وحشي، هجوم ليس بينه وبين أمن الج�م�اه�ي�ر اإلس�رائ�ي�ل�ي�ة أي 
صلة. الجيش اإلسرائيلي هو الذراع العسكري للح�ك�وم�ة وال�ت�ي 
تستخدم اإلرهاب تجاه  الفلسطينيين وشعوب المنط�ق�ة, ب�ت�م�وي�ل 

 من الشعب الذي يعاني االزمات االقتصادية.

نرحب المحاولة لتوحيد ك�ل أول�ئ�ك ال�ذي�ن ي�ع�ارض�ون س�ي�اس�ة 
االرهاب من قبل الحكومة االسرائيلية والقوات ال�ف�اش�ي�ة، ل�ك�ن�ن�ا 
نرى بالمطالبة لتوحيد الشعارات في ال�م�ظ�اه�رات خ�ط�أ ف�ادح. 
أفضل أساس للتوحيد والتكاتف هو حرية في التعبير ع�ن ال�رأي 

وفقط في هذه ال�ط�ري�ق�ة س�ي�ت�م�ك�ن   –لجميع األفراد والمنظمات 
الجمهور لفحص واختيار الوسيلة االفضل لوقف جرائم ال�ح�رب 
ضد الشعب, والعنف ضد أولئك ال�ذي�ن ي�ت�ع�اط�ف�ون م�ع م�ع�ان�اة 

 الفلسطينيين.

العديد يقارنون دول�ة إس�رائ�ي�ل ل�دول�ة "االب�رت�ه�اي�د" (ال�ف�ص�ل 
العنصري) في جنوب أفريقيا، ولكن العمل�ي�ة ال�ت�ي ت�ج�ري ه�ي 
أكثر مماثلة لعملية الطرد والتطهير العرقي لل�س�ك�ان األص�ل�ي�ي�ن 
في أمريكا وأستراليا. العملية تصبح م�م�ك�ن�ة وواق�ع�ي�ة ب�رع�اي�ة 

 عملية السالم وحل الدولتين الذي هو ليس سوى وهم خطير.

أجل, أم�ام إس�رائ�ي�ل ت�ق�ف اآلن م�ن�ظ�م�ة ب�رج�وازي�ة م�ظ�ل�م�ة 
"حماس"، والتي تقف عقبة في الطريق لتحرير فلس�ط�ي�ن ألن�ه�ا 
تجعل المدنيين أهداف لتزويد اسرائيل ذريعة لمذبح�ة ال�م�دن�ي�ي�ن 
العزل. حماس تمتنع عن تجنيد الحشود في غزة ليقاتلوا المحت�ل. 
لو نظم واستثمر حماس ب�م�ئ�ات اآلالف م�ن ال�رج�ال وال�ن�س�اء 
المسلحين بدًال عن التزود بأسلحة ممثلة بصواريخ ب�دائ�ي�ة, ف�إن 
الجيش اإلسرائيلي ل�ن ي�ج�رؤ ال�ق�دوم إل�ى أرض غ�زة. ول�ك�ن 
إسرائيل هي دولة إمبريالية مدججة بالسالح، بينم�ا ح�م�اس ه�ي 
 القيادة المنتخبة لشعب ُمحتل ومضطهد يحارب من أجل الحرية.

نرى انه هناك مجاالً لوقف إطالق النار، بشرط إزالة ال�ح�ص�ار 
اإلجرامي على غزة وإطالق سراح جميع السجن�اء الس�ي�اس�ي�ي�ن 
الفلسطينيين. مطالبة حماس لنزع سالحها، في حين أن إسرائ�ي�ل 
تملك واحد من أقوى الجيوش في ال�ع�ال�م، ه�ي م�ط�ال�ب�ة م�ث�ي�رة 

 للسخرية والشفقة.

الشعب الفلسطيني قد ال يكون قادرا بالفوز من تلقاء نفسه، ل�ك�ن�ه 
ليس وحيًدا. بجميع أنحاء ال�ع�ال�م ال�ح�ش�ود ي�ح�ت�ج�ون وي�دع�ون 
لمقاطعة إسرائيل، التي تصبح أكثر عزلة ي�وم�ا ب�ع�د ي�وم. إن�ن�ا 
نقول إن هذه المقاطعة سوف تثمر فقط إذا ترأسه جماهير العمال 
والمضطهدين في العالم. الطريقة األكثر فعالية لذلك هي الرفض 
 لتحميل أو تفريغ البضائع، وخاصة األسلحة من إسرائيل واليها.

لإلسرائيليي�ن ن�ق�ول: ل�دي�ك�م ال�ح�ق ف�ي ال�ع�ي�ش ب�أم�ان، ول�ك�ن 
المخاطرة المباشرة بسالمتكم هي دولة إس�رائ�ي�ل ال�ت�ي ت�ن�ص�ب 
الفخ لسكانها اليهود. في حين أن أطفال 'سدي�روت' ي�ع�ان�ون م�ن 
الصواريخ، أطفال غزة يذبحون بطريقة بشعة. جرائم إس�رائ�ي�ل 
الوحشية تثير شيطان معاداة السامية وتعرضكم للخطر باإلضافة 

 إلى تعريض السكان اليهود للخطر في العالم بأسره.

الطريق الوحيد للفوز في هذا النضال م�ن أج�ل الس�الم واألم�ن 
بالنسبة لكم وألطفالكم في والنضال من أجل ال�م�س�اواة وال�ع�دال�ة 
االجتماعية، هو توحيد النضال مع الشعب ال�ف�ل�س�ط�ي�ن�ي إلق�ام�ة 

 دولة اشتراكية وديمقراطية من البحر إلى النهر.

 للحديث بقية..

 www.the-isleague.comالستكمال موقفنا: 

  من أجل فلسطين حرة ديموقراطية حمراء!

 

1. A spectre is haunting Israel and the Middle 
East – the spectre of the Third Palestinian Intifada. 
The Palestinian masses have entered the streets since 
several days to protest against the brutal killing by 
burning alive of Mohammed Abu Khdeir, a 16-year-
old Palestinian teenager. His 15 year old cousin Tariq 
was subjected to a brutal beating by Israeli police. At 
least 600 Palestinians have been arrested in the West 
Bank during the past weeks. At the same time Israeli 
society is full of racist hatred and calls for lynching 
since the death of three young Jewish settlers. In 
addition the Israeli air force is bombarding Gaza 
daily and killed nine Palestinians on 6 July. The army 
has also mobilized forces at the border to Gaza and 
threatens another massive military strike against the 
Palestinian population. In short, the Israeli state is 
mobilizing all its forces to prepare the annihilation of 
the Palestinian resistance.
2. The Revolutionary Communist International 
Tendency (RCIT) and its Section in Israel / Occupied 
Palestine (Internationalist Socialist League) are in 
full solidarity with the Palestinian uprising which 
could become the Third Intifada. The Palestinians 
experience terror by the Israeli occupation forces 
every day. Hundreds have been killed in the last 
years, thousands are hold in prison, and millions 
live in hunger, humiliation and poverty. In Gaza, 
nearly two million Palestinians are cut-off from the 
world and are living in an open-air prison since 
2007. How can one expect such an oppressed people 
to vegetate in passivity and agony?! The oppressed 
Palestinian people have every right to rise up and 
we are in full solidarity with their struggle! Equally 
we support the military struggle of the Palestinian 
people in Gaza against the all-powerful Israeli army. 
The international workers movement must mobilize 
for the support of the Palestinian struggle. It is 
encouraging that the biggest single trade union in 
Britain UNITE has decided recently at its congress to 
support the international boycott campaign against 
the Apartheid state Israel.
3. Characteristically Western imperialism has 

supported Israel since the beginning of its existence 
in 1948. Israel is Number 1 among the recipients of 
U.S. foreign aid. Germany provided Israel in the last 
years with several Dolphin-class submarines, which 
are capable of launching cruise missiles with nuclear 
warheads. Imperialist Russia too has improved its 
relationship with Israel in recent years. It is urgent that 
the international workers movement and solidarity 
campaigns fight for an immediate end of financial 
aid and military support for the Zionist state.
4. While the enemy is the Zionist state, the 
Palestinian masses face also major obstacles within 
their own camp. The Palestinian Authority led by 
President Mahmoud Abbas and the bourgeois-
nationalist Fatah party serves as collaborators 
of Israel and the imperialist powers. Hamas, a 
bourgeois Islamist party, is resisting Israel under 
the pressure of the masses. However, they too look 
for an agreement with the Israeli government. They 
all fear a Third Intifada since it would imply the 
danger that the masses get out of their control and 
that they would begin to organize independently. 
It is therefore urgent that the Palestinian masses 
organize themselves independent of their bourgeois 
leaderships in popular committees. These committees 
should meet regularly and organize the resistance 
activities. They should organize self-defense groups – 
which should also include progressive Jews who are 
prepared to defend the Palestinians – to resist against 
the terror of the Israeli army. The masses must force 
the Palestinian Authority to serve its cooperation 
with the Israeli state. They must demand from their 
leaders to organize popular mobilization and general 
strikes of protest. Most importantly, the formation of 
a revolutionary workers party is highly overdue in 
order to build a political alternative to the existing 
rotten leaderships.
5. The Palestinian masses themselves are not 
strong enough to defeat the powerful Israeli state. 
The central task is to build a region-wide anti-
imperialist popular resistance of the Arab workers, 
poor peasants and youth which is independent of the 

Palestine: Forward
to the Third Intifada!

www.thecommunists.net - rcit@thecommunists.net

Organize the Uprising in Workers, Peasant and Youth Popular Committees! Revitalize the Arab 
Revolution! Smash the imperialist Apartheid State Israel! For a Free and Red Palestine!!

Statement of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT) and the Internationalist Socialist League 
(RCIT- Section in Israel / Occupied Palestine), 7.7.2014, www.thecommunists.net
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fication for calling for the continued existence of Israel (in 
a “socialist” form) and, hence, the continuation of the Pal-
estinian people’s expulsion, as well as the CWI’s refusal to 
side with Arab countries in a war against Israel.

Israel and South Africa

No less, the CWI also rejects the comparison of the apart-
heid state of Israel and South Africa:
“[T]here are profound differences between the South African 
apartheid regime and Israel, particularly from a demographic 
angle. There were seven times more Africans and others than 
the white population in South Africa. This is not the situation in 
Israel/Palestine at this stage. If threatened with destruction, the 
Israeli population will fight.”
It is certainly true that there are differences between Israel 
and South Africa. While the demographic ratio between 
white and black people in South Africa was about 1:7, it is 
about 1:2 between Israeli Jews and Palestinians (in historic 
Palestine and those living in the Palestinian Diaspora). 
However, this is only true if one limits one’s outlook to 
Palestine itself. In fact, Israel is a settler state which was 
forcefully implemented by the imperialists as their bridge-
head into the Arab world. As a result, today there live 6.1 
million Israeli Jews in a hostile environment of the Middle 
East with about 366 million Arabs – i.e., there is a ratio 
of 1:60 between Israeli Jews and Arabs. These Arabs are 
deeply hostile to the state of Israel because of its historic 
role as an anti-Arab colonial settler state in the service of 
the imperialist powers. They have equally strong national 
and religious bonds with the Palestinian people and their 
liberation struggle.
Another difference is that the South African capitalists un-
der the Apartheid regime exploited the black workers as a 
source of cheap labor. However, the Israeli capitalists can 
make do with other sources of cheap labor and, therefore, 

ideally would want to expel all the Palestinians, if this 
were feasible. As our comrade Yossi Schwartz, a leader of 
the RCIT section in Israel / Occupied Palestine, noted:
“Many people deny that Israel is similar to South Africa during 
the Apartheid regime, and they are right to do so. In fact, Is-
rael is not the same but worse. In South Africa, the white settler 
colonialists needed the blacks to accumulate capital, and thus 
turned the blacks into a source of cheap labor. Israel does not 
need the Palestinians as cheap labor. It wants them out of Pal-
estine.” (12)
However, the fundamental similarities between Israel and 
pre-1994 South Africa remain. Both did, and Israel still 
does, propagate a system of Apartheid using a wealth of 
discriminatory laws and brute force (leading to regular 
incidents of murder, imprisonment, and expulsion) to en-
sure that the minority population is granted formal and 
de facto sovereignty, while the majority are systematically 
oppressed. It is grotesque how the CWI can ignore this ob-
vious reality!
It is also somewhat amusing that– in order to emphasize 
the differences between Israel and South Africa – Peter 
Taaffe claims that: “If threatened with destruction, the Israeli 
population will fight.” Mr. Taaffe may have forgotten this, 
but the Black people in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Angola, 
and Mozambique recall very clearly that the white popu-
lations in these countries also fought to retain their Apart-
heid system! Thus, this willingness to do battle is certainly 
nothing unique to Israel!

The CWI Capitulates
to the Chauvinism of the Oppressor Nation

Again and again the CWI leadership justifies their advo-
cacy of a two state solution by referring to the wishes of 
the Israeli working class. They write:
“If threatened with destruction, the Israeli population will fight. 

Theory
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(…) Even the ‘peace camp’ will fight if their right to a sepa-
rate state is under threat. The Israeli working class will fight if 
you threaten them that they will be driven into the sea. (…) A 
key question in the Middle Eastern revolution is how to split 
the Israeli workers away from the ruling class. Challenge them, 
threaten the idea of an Israeli ‘homeland’, then there is no chance 
of achieving this. (…) At the moment, we have to face the fact that 
the Palestinian and Jewish peoples have decided that they could 
not live together in one state. That is their consciousness.”
The bottom line of such an argument is that, as long as the 
Israeli working class does not agree to give up its privileg-
es – relative to Arab workers and peasants – which are the 
direct result of Israel’s status as a rich, imperialist, settler 
state, socialists must uncritically accept such Israeli Jews’ 
wishes for a state of their own so that they can retain these 
privileges.
This contention is both utterly absurd and anti-Marxist. 
Socialists have never subordinated their principles – 
among them, the right of self-determination for oppressed 
nations – to the wishes of privileged oppressor nations. 
The RCIT’s comrades in Israel / Occupied Palestine rightly 
remarked recently on the CWI’s program to retain the Is-
raeli state:
“The current round of massacres will end in a few days or weeks, 
but sooner or later the killing will be resumed because Israel is 
committed to removing most of the Palestinians from their coun-
try, as it did in 1948. These cycles of violence will end either 
when Israel will be militarily defeated or when the struggle for 
liberation leading to a socialist revolution will win. Those who 
speak about a two-state solution, whether capitalists, socialist 
reformists (the Communist Party of Israel), or those like centrist 
Maavak Socialisti (CWI) who call for two “socialist states,” all 
take as given that the existing imperialist order is permanent 
and, at the same time, entirely ignore the nature of the Israeli 
apartheid .There is no way, at one and the same time, to support 
both the right of self-determination for the Palestinians and the 

right of self-determination for Israeli’s since by definition the 
state of Israel must act to oppress, kill, and otherwise remove the 
Palestinians from the entire country. And there can be no other 
Israel. What does Maavak Socialisti mean when they call for two 
“socialists states”? It is essentially their recognition of the right 
of the settler colonialist oppressors to self-determination. Indi-
rectly, such recognition is a rejection of the right of return of 
the Palestinians refugees. For, if the refugees will be allowed to 
return to what is today Israel, the Palestinians will constitute 
the demographic majority of the state. Why, then, will there be 
a need for two states with a Palestinian majority rather than a 
single socialist state where they will be the majority and those 
Israelis who accept this new reality will not be discriminated 
against? Why, indeed, if in such a state, where the Israeli work-
ers who will participate in the socialist revolution will be part 
of the new ruling class, until classes will entirely disappear and 
with them the state itself?” (13)
We could also take other examples. It is an historic fact 
that the huge majority of the white people in the USA in 
the early 20th century thought that it was justified that the 
black people were oppressed. Did this stop the communists 
and Trotsky from advocating the black liberation strug-
gle, including the right of national self-determination? 
Of course not! Likewise, many French – and even more 
so, the French settlers in Algeria – supported the colonial 
subjugation of Algeria for a long period of time. Similarly, 
there is virtually no doubt that the white settlers in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Angola, and Mozambique were also 
adamantly opposed to the black liberation struggle. If one 
would accept the CWI’s logic, one could conceivably ar-
gue that these European settler families in colonial Africa 
had even greater historic rights to “their” respective lands 
than the Israeli Jews, since they lived far longer in these 
colonies than most Israeli Jews have lived in Palestine! 
However, in all these cases, communists consistently sup-
ported the right of the oppressed nations irrespective of the 

at the Gaza Solidarity Demonstration in Vienna on 20.7.2014
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consciousness of the oppressor nation. The South African 
communists did not make their support for black libera-
tion dependent on the consciousness of the white minority 
(which, in its overwhelming majority, favored Apartheid 
until 1994).
Finally, let us not forget that, for a long period of time, 
the majority of men actually opposed granting the right 
to vote to women. And today, it is still not uncommon 
that the majority of people oppose granting full and equal 
rights to sexual minorities, or that many people in Western 
Europe are against the right of Muslim women to wear a 
scarf. Should such opposition deter socialists in their sup-
port for such democratic rights? Only if they are opportu-
nistic capitulationists!

How Central is the Israeli Working Class
for the Permanent Revolution in the Middle East?

The CWI considers the Israeli working class as a central 
component of the revolution without which it is not win-
nable. Peter Taaffe writes: “We do stress that only unified mass 
action of Israeli and Palestinian workers can create a force which 
can overthrow the capitalists, both Israeli and Palestinian.” 
In a resolution of its congress in 2010, the CWI emphasized 
“It is only through united mass movements of the working class 
and poor in Palestine, and in Israel, as well, that a solution will 
be found; opposing national oppression, the bosses’ parties and 
imperialism; and bringing about real self-determination for Pal-
estinians - for a socialist, democratic Palestine and a socialist 
Israel, as part of a equal and voluntary socialist confederation of 
the Middle East.” (14)
The significance of the above is that the CWI sees perma-
nent revolution in Palestine not primarily as part of the 
Arab revolution, but rather as a local struggle for which 
the participation of the relatively small Israeli working 
class – as an equal partner with the Palestinian workers – 
is a precondition.
Similarly, in our debate with the Austrian CWI, the CWI 
comrades objected to our program: “How can you liberate 
Palestine if you repulse a core component of the population there 
– the Israeli Jews – who oppose the formation of a single multi-
national state?!” To this we reply that, for Marxists, it is 
hardly surprising that the Israeli working class is by far 
the most reactionary, pro-imperialist, and politically back-
ward. This is a direct result of its being the most privileged 
and aristocratic component of the entire working class in 
the Middle East.
Consequently, it is most probable that the Israeli workers 
will be the last to join the permanent revolution in the re-
gion – and perhaps only parts of it will in fact join. A far 
more likely scenario is that the Palestinian liberation strug-
gle will unite with the revolutionary struggles through-
out the Arab world, and only when the Israeli aristocratic 
working class faces such tremendous combined pressure, 
may significant sectors of it be prepared to break with Zi-
onism.
Our comrades in the ISL are certainly aware that, today, 
the overwhelming majority of Israeli Jews oppose the 
dismantling of the state of Israel and its replacement by 
a single workers’ state. However, sooner or later, this will 
change. When the national liberation struggle of the Alge-
rian workers and peasants reached its height, significant 
sectors of the French people started to change their view 

on the colonial occupation. When the Palestinian liberation 
struggle will fuse with the Arab Revolution, more sectors 
among the Israeli working class will also begin rethinking 
their Zionist prejudices. Yes, it is likely that particularly 
reactionary sectors will continue to maintain their Zionist 
views and may even move into a fascist direction (indica-
tions of which we witnessed during the recent Gaza war). 
Obviously, such arch-reactionary supporters of Apartheid 
will have a hostile attitude to the future democratic and 
socialist state in Palestine. For them there will be only one 
choice: capitulate or leave.
We repeatedly have questioned our comrades from the 
CWI: why do you insist that the fate of Palestinian libera-
tion is dependent on this small minority of six million Is-
raeli Jews, people who directly and indirectly profit from 
the Palestinians’ oppression? Is it not much more likely 
that Palestinian liberation will be tied to the struggle of 
the worker and peasant masses numbering more than 360 
million who contend with living conditions much more 
similar to those faced by their Palestinian brothers and sis-
ters, and with whom they are related through national and 
religious bonds?! Have the Arab masses not proven their 
ability for revolutionary actions in the past few years?! 
Have the Egyptian masses – when they were not bound 
in chains by a pro-imperialist dictatorship – not demon-
strated their close ties with their Palestinian brothers and 
sisters, demonstrating numerous times in front of the Is-
raeli embassy in Cairo, and culminating in its storming in 
September 2011?!
In fact, the CWI leaders themselves are fully aware of these 
ties between the Palestinian and Arab workers and poor 
and their common anti-imperialist hatred against Israel. 
Peter Taaffe himself has admitted:
“We accept that many Arab workers have the hope that the Is-
raeli state must be destroyed. It is an imperialist wedge against 
the Arab Revolution.” (15)
We ask Peter Taaffe: Are the Arab workers not right in 
viewing Israel as a “wedge against the Arab Revolution”?!

The Rights of Oppressed Nations,
Not of Oppressor Nations!

Finally, let us return to CWI’s approach to the Marxist po-
sition on the national question. A central methodological 
failure of the CWI is its inability to understand the essence 
of the Leninist position regarding this issue. The CWI does 
not understand that Marxists view national oppression as 
a central component of the world capitalist system – in 
particular during the epoch of imperialism. By contrast, 
we emphasize – as Lenin did time and again – that the 
„division of nations into oppressor and oppressed … forms the 
essence of imperialism“. (16)
Hence, it is absolutely indispensable that the workers’ 
movement supports all struggles against national oppres-
sion (without, at the same time, supporting any nationalist 
ideology) and connects these struggles with that for an in-
ternational socialist revolution against imperialist capital-
ism. It is only by supporting all struggles against national 
oppression and for full equality that the working class can 
learn to overcome all nationalist prejudices and appropri-
ate a thoroughly internationalist class consciousness.
Contrary to this position, the CWI believes that it is suf-
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ficient to agitate against nationalism – irrespective of 
whether it is the nationalism of an oppressed or oppressor 
nation – without actively supporting the specific struggles 
of the oppressed nations. Such Peter Taaffe writes:
“The national question is immeasurably more complicated than 
even existed at the time of Lenin and Trotsky. For Marxists it 
has two sides. We are opposed to bourgeois nationalism, which 
seeks to divide the working class. We are for the maximum unity 
of the working class across borders, continents and worldwide 
but at the same time we oppose the forcible incorporation of dis-
tinct nationalities into one state against their will.”
What the CWI forgets here is the essential, “small detail”: 
Marxists differentiate between oppressed and oppressor 
nations and they support the struggle of oppressed nations 
against their oppressor. Hence, while we reject all forms of 
nationalism, we differentiate between the nationalism of 
the oppressed nation and the nationalism of the oppressor 
nation. Why do we do so? Because the nationalism of the 
oppressed has a justified, democratic element as it is an (al-
beit insufficient and distorted) expression of the struggle 
for national liberation. On the other hand, the nationalism 
of the oppressor nation is thoroughly reactionary, since it 
is an expression of its privileges and dominance.
This was the method of Lenin and the Bolsheviks as was 
outlined in “The Right of Nations to Self-Determination” in 
1914:
„The bourgeois nationalism of any oppressed nation has a gen-
eral democratic content that is directed against oppression, and 
it is this content that we unconditionally support.“ (17)
This failure of the CWI is linked to their misunderstanding 
of the essence of the right of national self-determination. 
This right is categorically not a liberal proclamation, but 
rather a revolutionary tool in the struggle of oppressed 
nations for liberation. Hence the right of national self-
determination cannot be applied to nations which oppress 
others, but only to those nations which actually face op-
pression.
This distinction should be obvious to every clear thinking 
socialist. Can there be a right of national self-determina-
tion for imperialistic Germany, France, or the USA? Could 
there have been a right of national self-determination for 
the white minority in South Africa or in Zimbabwe? It is 
obvious that only reactionaries and social-chauvinists 
could support such an application of the right of national 
self-determination. In fact, this fallacy was a key element 
in the ideology of the reformist social democracy in Europe 
at the beginning of World War I, upon which they based 
their support for their respective imperialist “fatherlands” 
by citing the right of national self-determination.
However, as Marxists have repeatedly pointed out, social-
ists only support the struggle for national rights of those 
people who are facing oppression, not for those who are 
oppressing others. The Bolshevik leaders G. Zinoviev and 
V. I. Lenin wrote in 1915 during World War I:
„Social-chauvinism is advocacy of the idea of “defence of the 
fatherland” in the present war. This idea logically leads to the 
abandonment of the class struggle during the war, to voting for 
war credits, etc. In fact, the social-chauvinists are pursuing an 
anti-proletarian bourgeois policy, for they are actually champi-
oning, not “defence of the fatherland” in the sense of combating 
foreign oppression, but the “right” of one or other of the “Great” 
Powers to plunder colonies and to oppress other nations. The 
social-chauvinists reiterate the bourgeois deception of the people 

that the war is being waged to protect the freedom and existence 
of nations, thereby taking sides with the bourgeoisie against the 
proletariat. Among the social-chauvinists are those who justify 
and varnish the governments and bourgeoisie of one of the bel-
ligerent groups of powers, as well as those who, like Kautsky, 
argue that the socialists of all the belligerent powers are equally 
entitled to “defend the fatherland”. Social-chauvinism, which is, 
in effect, defence of the privileges, the advantages, the right to 
pillage and plunder, of one’s “own” (or any) imperialist bour-
geoisie, is the utter betrayal of all socialist convictions and of the 
decision of the Basle International Socialist Congress.“ (18)
Marxists have always rejected such a bourgeois liberaliza-
tion of the revolutionary-democratic demand for the right 
of national self-determination. Instead, they consistently 
understand this right as a means for achieving national 
liberation which will ultimately bring about international-
ist unity of the workers of oppressed and oppressor na-
tions. Hence Lenin and Trotsky emphasised that the right 
of national self-determination applies for oppressed nations 
and not for oppressor nations. Below, we provide a small 
sample of quotations to demonstrate this, and refer read-
ers to the relevant chapter in our study on the permanent 
revolution in Palestine. (19)
“That is why the focal point in the Social-Democratic pro-
gramme must be that division of nations into oppressor and 
oppressed which forms the essence of imperialism, and is de-
ceitfully evaded by the social-chauvinists and Kautsky. This 
division is not significant from the angle of bourgeois pacifism 
or the philistine Utopia of peaceful competition among indepen-
dent nations under capitalism, but it is most significant from 
the angle of the revolutionary struggle against imperialism. It is 
from this division that our definition of the “right of nations to 
self-determination” must follow, a definition that is consistently 
democratic, revolutionary, and in accord with the general task of 
the immediate struggle for socialism.” (20)
“The right of nations to self-determination implies exclusively 
the right to independence in the political sense, the right to free 
political separation from the oppressor nation. (…) It implies 
only a consistent expression of struggle against all national op-
pression.“ (21)
This is also how Trotsky understood both the Bolshevik 
and his own approach towards the national question:
“But the very conjuncture of the national movements with strug-
gle of the proletariat for power was made politically possible only 
thanks to the fact that the Bolsheviks during the whole of their 
history carried on an irreconcilable struggle with the Great Rus-
sian oppressors, supporting always and without reservations 
the right of the oppressed nations to self-determination, includ-
ing separation from Russia. The policy of Lenin in regard to the 
oppressed nations did not, however, have anything in common 
with the policy of the epigones. The Bolshevik Party defended 
the right of the oppressed nations to self-determination with the 
methods of the proletarian class struggle.” (22)
We emphatically repeat that our denial of the right of na-
tional self-determination for the Israeli-Jews has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the desire to expel them from Pal-
estine, or to implement any other reactionary anti-Semitic 
fantasy. It simple means that the Israeli Jews have no right 
to deny the Palestinian people their democratic rights, just 
as men do not have the right to deny women their demo-
cratic rights. This is the Marxist meaning of our approach 
– nothing less and nothing more.
To summarize: Our rejection of a “right of national self-
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determination” for the Israeli-Jewish nationality is not a 
denial of any inherent revolutionary democratic right due 
to them as a group. It is rather our rejection of their right to 
oppress the Palestinians and to perpetuate the expulsion 
of the latter from their homeland. It is our refusal to con-
done and continue the inherently racist political project of 
Zionism.

The CWI Method of Adaption
to the Heritage of Imperialist Colonialism

In the past, we have already stressed that there is nothing 
exceptional about the CWI’s “socialist” Zionism. Rather, 
it is rooted in and yet an additional manifestation of this 
tendency’s adaption to imperialism and the aristocratic 
privileges of oppressor nations. In this light we remind the 
CWI comrades of their leaders’ support “for self-determi-
nation” of the pro-British Protestant minority in Northern 
Ireland against the wishes for unification of Ireland by the 
entire Irish nation. As a result, the CWI consistently re-
fused to support the armed struggle of the IRA against the 
British occupation army and their RUC police force.
Based on this very same social-chauvinist methodology, 
until today the CWI continues to support the British impe-
rialists’ claim to Argentina’s Malvinas Islands because of 
the “right of national self-determination” of 1,800 colonial 
settlers. This position becomes evident from the following 
statements made by CWI leaders:
“The labour movement should be mobilised to force a general 
election to open the way for the return of a Labour government 
to implement socialist policies at home and abroad. Victory of a 
socialist government in Britain would immediately transform 
the situation in relation to the Falklands. The junta would no 
longer be able to claim to be fighting British imperialism ... A 
Labour government could not just abandon the Falklanders and 
let Galtieri get on with it. But it would continue the war on 
socialist lines.” (23)
In his book on the history of Militant, CWI leader Peter 
Taaffe argues: “The democratic rights of the 1,800 Falkland-
ers, including the right to self-determination, if they so desired, 
was a key question in the consciousness of British workers. (…) 
Marxists could not be indifferent to the fate of the Falklanders, 
particularly given the consciousness of the British working class 
as it developed over this issue.” (24)
From this we see how the CWI completely distorts the 
Leninist notion of the right of national self-determination 
and transforms it into an ideology to justify colonial pos-
sessions of imperialism, specifically the existence of a co-
lonial settler state as is the case with Israel.

II. “Socialist” Pacifism or Support
for the Struggle of the Oppressed Nations?

The consequence of this social-chauvinist distortion of the 
right of national self-determination is a complete failure to 
support the struggle of oppressed nations. The CWI lead-
ers may protest against our thesis, and refer to statements 
like the following one from Peter Taaffe:
“We have never opposed the right of the Palestinians to defend 
themselves against Israeli attacks, including armed defence in 
Gaza and legitimate attacks on military targets in Israel itself. 
We did, however, point to their ineffectiveness – it is like using 
peashooters against tanks – but also that they are counter-pro-

ductive when indiscriminately used against civilians.”
Surely, the Palestinian people must be “grateful” that the 
CWI grants them the “right” to defend themselves. How-
ever, as we have pointed out in the past, this is in fact a 
meaningless phrase because the CWI in fact supports Pal-
estinian resistance in the abstract, but not one which is 
actually taking place. The concrete Palestinian resistance 
which exists, lives, and fights is the one under the leader-
ship of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois nationalist organi-
zations like Hamas, Islamic Jihad, the Popular Resistance 
Committees, the Al-Aqsa Brigades, the PFLP, etc. 

Two different Things: The Palestinians
“Right to Defend Themselves” vs. Taking the Side
of the Palestinian Resistance as it Concretely Exists

In our recent debate in Austria, as well as on other occa-
sions, the CWI has refused to support the struggle of the 
Palestinian resistance as it concretely exists today. It justi-
fied this refusal by referring to the reactionary nature of 
these organizations. Characteristically the CWI has no 
problems supporting a strike of Israeli workers organized 
by the Histadrut, the Zionist racist trade union which is 
organically linked to the Israeli state and which has sup-
ported Israel in all its wars. Similarly, the CWI didn’t see 
any problem in supporting the reactionary strike demand-
ing “British Jobs for British Workers” in 2009. However, it 
does feel itself incapable of supporting an anti-imperialist 
struggle led by a (petty-) bourgeois organization, even one 
supported by the entire people – particularly if they are 
engaged in a struggle against their own imperialism.
This reluctance is in complete contradiction with classic 
Marxist theory. As we explained in our book “The Great 
Robbery of the South”:
“Lenin, Trotsky and the Communist International called for the 
support of Turkey in its struggle against British imperialism 
and its Greek allies in the years after the end of WWI, despite the 
fact that Turkey was ruled by the bourgeois, anti-communist re-
gime of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. They also supported the struggle 
of the Riffian Berbers under the leadership of Abd el- Krim in the 
1920s against the Spanish and French imperialists drive to oc-
cupy their country. The French Communist Party (PCF) orga-
nized a militant anticolonial mass campaign in solidarity with 
the Riffians – including a general strike on 12th October 1925. 
The PCF publicly expressed its support for the Riffians struggle 
until “Moroccan soil was completely liberated” from both Span-
ish and French imperialists. Leon Trotsky and the Fourth In-
ternational continued this revolutionary anti-imperialism. They 
supported the struggle of the Chinese people against Japanese 
imperialism in the 1930s and 1940s despite the fact that it was 
led by the reactionary general Chiang Kai-shek.” (25)
We therefore characterize the CWI attitude as platonic anti-
imperialism, i.e., one which does not draw the necessary 
practical conclusions about supporting the struggles of the 
oppressed today, due to its own backward leadership. In 
practice, the CWI approach is a kind of “socialist” paci-
fism, being “against the war” and failing to actively sup-
port those who are fighting the imperialist aggressor.
This is the reason why, in its agitation, the CWI does not 
call for support for and the victory of the Palestinian re-
sistance. It does so neither locally, in the theater of the 
struggle itself – Israel / Occupied Palestine -- nor inter-
nationally. In countries where pro-Zionist sentiment is 
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particularly strong among public opinion and in the labor 
movement, like Austria, the CWI refuses to mobilize for 
or even participate in pro-Palestinian demonstrations of 
migrant communities, these being the only forces besides 
the Austrian’s RCIT section which mobilizes on this issue. 
This has been the practical policy of the CWI section in 
Austria for many years. When we challenged them on this 
policy in our public debate on 31 August, the CWI speak-
er explicitly defended their refusal to participate in these 
demonstrations, arguing that the CWI section is too weak 
to change the pro-Palestinian nationalist and religious 
character of these demonstrations -- and as long as they 
cannot change this character, “it is better to stay at home” 
(quote). This is an open admission of the harmful, social-
chauvinist consequences of the CWI’s refusal to support 
the Palestinian liberation struggle as it concretely exists.
When we consider that, in Israel, the CWI has no problem 
joining anti-war demonstrations organized by left or not-
so-left Zionists, it becomes clear that they feel much more 
comfortable in the company of the latter than they do 
among nationalist or religious, anti-imperialist migrants 
in Europe.
Naturally, we are fully aware that intervening in national-
ist and religiously-inspired migrant communities can be 
difficult, requiring socialists to struggle against the influ-
ence of Islamists and bourgeois community leaders. How-
ever, this is life, and Marxists are keenly aware that inter-
vening in trade union mobilizations and strikes also often 
involves intense conflicts with bureaucrats. But such dif-
ficulties shall never stop authentic Marxists from support-
ing and participating in such actions. In fact, there is no 
other way to approach the masses that are fighting against 
the imperialist and capitalist enemy than by joining their 

struggles, even when these are organized by the wrong 
leadership. The RCIT section in Austria has shown many 
times that it is possible to become respected by many mi-
grants from these communities and to earn the right to 
disseminate our propaganda among them. As a result, we 
have been invited to speak at these actions a number of 
times. (26)

A General Method:
Failure to Support Struggles against Imperialism

which Take Place under a Non-Socialist Leadership

We have shown above that the CWI distorts the right of 
national self-determination in order to justify the defense 
of various imperialist occupations (e.g., Israel, Northern 
Ireland, the Malvinas). Similarly, they generally tend to 
refuse giving support to concrete practical struggles of op-
pressed nations which usually take place under bourgeois 
or petty-bourgeois leadership.
The CWI leaders opportunistically justify this abstention 
from participation by referring to the consciousness of the 
masses in the imperialist countries. Taking the example of 
the resistance in Afghanistan, Peter Taaffe even argued the 
communists’ method of the anti-imperialist united front is 
no longer applicable today: 
“The masses in the 1930s would have understood little of the 
precise detail of the Haile Selassie regime. Moreover, Ethiopia 
was under attack by the fascist regime of Benito Mussolini at the 
time Trotsky was writing. Given the democratic illusions of the 
working class of Europe or the US in particular, together with 
the recent bloody example of what fascism would mean for them 
in the coming to power of Adolf Hitler and Mussolini, it was 
natural that the sympathies of the masses in the 1930s would 
be with Ethiopia against fascist Italy. The British and most of 
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the European bourgeoisie together with the US, for their own 
imperialist strategic interests, also played on this sympathy for 
Ethiopia. It is nonsense to imply, however, as the sectarian orga-
nizations do by quoting these remarks of Trotsky, that the mass 
of the populations in most industrialised countries could take the 
same attitude today towards bin Laden and the Taliban.” (27)
Similarly, according to Taaffe, it would be wrong to call 
for the defeat of the imperialist occupation forces: “To call 
baldly and crudely for the ‘defeat of US imperialism’ and its co-
alition allies as an agitational slogan is wrong.”
In the case of Afghanistan, the CWI once again demon-
strates its platonic anti-imperialism. While it supports 
“resistance in general”, it does not support the resistance 
which is actually taking place. Thus, Taaffe wrote: “Support 
for the Afghani people and their resistance against the armed 
incursions of imperialism is not the same as support for the Tali-
ban, even if this support is ‘critical’, as some left organisations 
have posed it. (…)„If, therefore, we perceive this war as thor-
oughly reactionary on the part of imperialism, does this mean 
that we throw in our lot, albeit ‘critically’, with those who have 
allegedly ‘resisted’ the US juggernaut, namely bin Laden, his 
al-Qa’ida and the Taliban government? Unbelievably, this is the 
position of some small Trotskyist groups, such as Workers Pow-
er (our predecessor organization, MP) and the Morenoite LIT. 
The latter is largely based in Latin America. Their approach will 
find absolutely no echo amongst the world working class, par-
ticularly the proletariat in the developed capitalist countries.”
Unfortunately, the Taliban, doubtless a reactionary Isla-
mist force, is the dominant force among the Afghan resis-
tance. Refusing to support their military struggle against 
the NATO forces is equivalent to rejecting practical resis-
tance on the ground against the imperialist occupation in 
Afghanistan.
Armed, or rather disarmed, with the same method, the 
CWI leadership failed to support the military struggle of 
Argentina against British imperialism in 1982; of Iraq both 
in 1991 and 2003 and later; as well as in Lebanon in 2006. 
(28)
It is therefore obvious that the CWI failure to support the 
Palestinian resistance struggle is no exceptional case but 
rather an expression of its consistent social-pacifist, cen-
trist method. Trotsky’s condemnation of the centrist politi-
cian Georg Ledebour, written in 1932, also illuminates well 
the political failures of the CWI today: “Nevertheless, Lede-
bour’s position even on this question does not leave the precincts 
of centrism. Ledebour demands that a battle be waged against co-
lonial oppression; he is ready to vote in parliament against colo-
nial credits; he is ready to take upon himself a fearless defense of 
the victims of a crushed colonial insurrection. But Ledebour will 
not participate in preparing a colonial insurrection. Such work 
he considers putschism, adventurism, Bolshevism. And therein 
is the whole gist of the matter. What characterizes Bolshevism on 
the national question is that in its attitude toward oppressed na-
tions, even the most backward, it considers them not only the ob-
ject but also the subject of politics. Bolshevism does not confine 
itself to recognizing their “right” to self-determination and to 
parliamentary protests against the trampling upon of this right. 
Bolshevism penetrates into the midst of the oppressed nations; it 
raises them up against their oppressors; it ties up their struggle 
with the struggle of the proletariat in capitalist countries; it in-
structs the oppressed Chinese, Hindus, or Arabs in the art of in-
surrection and it assumes full responsibility for this work in the 
face of civilized executioners. Here only does Bolshevism begin, 

that is, revolutionary Marxism in action. Everything that does 
not step over this boundary remains centrism.“ (29)

III. The International Solidarity Movement

This leads us to the next methodological difference be-
tween the RCIT and the CWI, that pertaining to the in-
ternational solidarity movement with Palestine. The RCIT 
calls for an international worker and popular boycott cam-
paign against Israel in order to weaken it and to support 
the Palestinian resistance. Hence, we critically support the 
ongoing international boycott campaign like BDS which 
has received mass support not only from the Palestinian 
side but also from many trade unions around the world 
(like COSATU in South Africa, numerous trade unions in 
Norway, Canada, Ireland, Britain, etc.). In our joint state-
ment which we published with other organizations dur-
ing the recent Gaza war we stated:
“We call for the building of a mass international solidarity 
movement of the working class and the oppressed. We call on the 
mass organizations of workers’ and popular movements (trade 
unions, parties etc.) to join the international solidarity campaign 
for Palestine and to actively engage in boycott actions against all 
commercial activities with Israel! It should boycott all contacts 
with Zionist institutions while – at the same time –encouraging 
close collaboration with all progressive Israeli Jews who protest 
against the apartheid regime. Such a mass solidarity movement 
should mobilize to close down Israel’s embassies around the 
world. Equally such a solidarity movement must work towards 
ending the military and financial aid for Israel by the imperialist 
states.” (30)
Contrary to this position, the CWI generally rejects the on-
going boycott campaign against Israel with the exception 
of some targeted measures against this or that company 
from the settlements in the West Bank or against exporting 
arms to Israel:
“Should all BDS campaigns be avoided because of the viewpoint 
of Israel workers? Not necessarily, because some types of selec-
tive boycott or sanctions can aid the Palestinians’ cause while, at 
the same time, coming across to Israeli workers as less hostile to 
them than blanket boycotts of ‘everything Israeli’. ‘Selective’ can 
mean targeting the export to Israel of arms and equipment that 
could be used against the Palestinians; firms that profit from the 
occupation; goods produced in the Jewish settlements; certain 
sporting and cultural events to gain publicity; the Ariel univer-
sity in the occupied territories; Israeli ministers when they make 
overseas visits – among other possible targets.” (31)
The CWI justifies its refusal to support the international 
boycott campaign by referring again to the consciousness 
of the Israeli working class. It says that a campaign like 
BDS should not be supported because it is rejected by the 
Israeli workers. This becomes evident from the following 
quote which we have take from the same article:
“Israeli Jewish workers genuinely fear for their own security and 
want to protect the state that was intended to be a safe haven for 
Jews. This, with the constant barrage of propaganda, unsurpris-
ingly leads them to believe that advocates of the BDS campaign 
around the world don’t understand the situation in Israel. Also, 
many of the Israeli Jews who are most critical of their govern-
ment’s brutality against the Palestinians, at the same time don’t 
see why Israeli workers should be punished for it by suffering 
the effects of boycotts. So it needs to be taken into account that 
boycott campaigns can assist the propaganda of the Israeli gov-
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ernment domestically, and can create a barrier between workers 
in Israel and internationally, negative consequences that need to 
be weighed up against the advantages.”
Similarly, Peter Taaffe states: “Moreover, a targeted cam-
paign, which could grow now in the wake of the horror of Gaza, 
should be discussed with both Palestinian but particularly Is-
raeli workers.” (Our emphasis)
It seems that the consciousness of the small Israeli work-
ing class is a far more important factor in the political 
calculations of the CWI leaders than the consciousness of 
the much larger working class in the Arab world, in Lat-
in America, and increasingly also in North America and 
Western Europe! This is just another confirmation of their 
aristocratic attitude which aligns itself with the rather 
privileged layers of the working class and not the lower, 
much larger strata of the world proletariat.
In fact, the CWI’s negative position towards international 
boycott campaigns is in contradiction to the tradition of 
the revolutionary workers’ movement. During the interna-
tional solidarity campaign for the anarchist workers Sacco 
and Vanzetti in the 1920s, militant trade union federations 
like the CGTU in France called for the boycott of all US 
commodities, both by consumers as well as by transport 
workers. They even organized groups which broke up cin-

ema showings of American films. (32) Similarly, Trotsky 
and US Trotskyists supported the boycott of German com-
modities after Hitler took power in 1933. (33)
Naturally, Marxists must warn against harboring any il-
lusions that such a boycott campaign could abolish Apart-
heid in Palestine, contrary to what the initiators of the BDS 
campaign claim. But this is true for many working class 
actions. In Greece, the trade union leaders called for two 
dozen one-day general strikes. Marxists always warned 
that even these will be insufficient in achieving the desired 
goal of halting the austerity policy of the government. 
However, only a traitor and strike breaker would have re-
fused to support and to participate in these one-day gen-
eral strikes! Unfortunately, the CWI fails to support the 
international boycott campaign against Israel and in doing 
so plays the strike breakers against the explicit wishes of 
the entire Palestinian national movement, as well as nu-
merous international trade unions and solidarity organi-
zations.
The difference between the methods of the RCIT and CWI 
also is manifested in our respective attitudes towards His-
tadrut, the main Zionist trade union federation of the Is-
raeli workers. The RCIT, as well as many other progres-
sive organizations, call upon the international trade union 
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movement to sever its relations with the Histadrut. The 
rationale for such a severe step is the strict and uninter-
rupted support of the Histadrut for the expulsion and op-
pression of the Palestinian people since 1948 as well as its 
support for the Israeli Apartheid system.
On the other hand, the CWI opposes calls to the interna-
tional trade union federation to break with the Histadrut 
– irrespective of its criticism against the organization’s 
leadership. As Judy Beishon from the CWI writes:
“Should trade unions internationally have links with the Israe-
li trade union federation, the Histadrut? The Histadrut lead-
ers have always had close ties with the Israeli elite. (…) A vital 
task that Histadrut members face is to remove the leaders that 
are holding back workers’ interests, and to replace them with 
leaders who will be under the democratic control of the member-
ship. Meanwhile, links should be maintained by trade unions 
internationally with the rank-and-file workers in the Histadrut 
– encompassing over 700,000, the overwhelming majority of or-
ganised workers in Israel, including Palestinians and migrant 
workers. It is more workable to maintain links with the rank and 
file if formal links are maintained with the Histadrut leadership 
bodies, not in order to give any support to the positions of the 
union federation’s bureaucracy, but to have a dialogue and links 
with the organised Israeli working class.”
In the end, the CWI’s softness regarding the Histadrut is 
hardly surprising, given the fact that it also considers po-
lice officers as “workers in uniform” who should be part 
of the trade union federation. The CWI in Britain even has 
among its members the president of the prison officers!

Conclusion

Ultimately, the issue of the Palestinian liberation struggle 
demonstrates that the CWI’s failure goes far beyond this 
issue alone, but rather is rooted in its overall method. It 
clearly demonstrates that the CWI is not a revolutionary, 
Marxist, anti-imperialist tendency but rather a centrist one. 
This means that the CWI adapts itself to the reformist bu-
reaucracy and the labor aristocracy and their pro-imperi-
alist prejudices.
Trotsky and the Fourth International sharply denounced 
such a failure to support the struggles of the oppressed 
people against imperialism. In a declaration of 1932, they 
stated:
“Capitalist brigands always conduct a “defensive” war, even 
when Japan is marching against Shanghai and France against 
Syria or Morocco. The revolutionary proletariat distinguishes 
only between wars of oppression and wars of liberation. The 
character of a war is defined, not by diplomatic falsifications, 
but by the class which conducts the war and the objective aims 
it pursues in that war. The wars of the imperialist states, apart 
from the pretexts and political rhetoric, are of an oppressive 
character, reactionary and inimical to the people. Only the wars 
of the proletariat and of the oppressed nations can be character-
ized as wars of liberation (...)
Whoever directly or indirectly supports the system of coloniza-
tion and protectorates, the domination of British capital in India, 
the domination of Japan in Korea or in Manchuria, of France 
in Indochina or in Africa, whoever does not fight against colo-
nial enslavement, whoever does not support the uprisings of the 
oppressed nations and their independence, whoever defends or 
idealizes Gandhism, that is, the policy of passive resistance on 
questions which can be solved only by force of arms, is, despite 

good intentions or bad, a lackey, an apologist, an agent of the im-
perialists, of the slaveholders, of the militarists, and helps them 
to prepare new wars in pursuit of their old aims or new.” (34)
Trotsky once described centrism in the following way: 
“Centrism is the name applied to that policy which is opportun-
ist in substance and which seeks to appear as revolutionary in 
form.” (35) Unfortunately, as we have shown in the case of 
Palestine, but also in other anti-imperialist struggles, this 
characterization is entirely applicable to the CWI. We call 
on the many comrades in the ranks of this organization to 
critically discuss these issues and to break with such an 
opportunist program.

Footnotes
(1) Peter Taaffe: Socialism and national rights. Ukraine, Isra-
el/Palestine and other countries, in: Socialism Today No.181, 
September 2014, pp. 13-17, http://www.socialistworld.net/
doc/6875. If not indicated otherwise, all quotes from Peter 
Taaffe in our reply are taken from this article.
(2) A report as well as photos of this meeting, which was at-
tended by about 80 people, can be found on the RCIT’s website 
http://www.thecommunists.net/rcit/austria-intervention-at-
cp-fete/
(3) The RCIT and the ISL have published numerous documents 
and articles on Palestine. They can be found on our websites 
at http://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-mid-
dle-east/, http://www.thecommunists.net/theory/ as well as 
http://www.the-isleague.com/.
For an overview of our tactics as well as our historic and 
programmatic positions we refer readers to the following 
documents – Joint Statement: Israel Starts Ground Offensive: 
Defend Gaza! Defeat Israel’s War! Support the Palestinian Re-
sistance! For a Workers’ and Popular International Campaign 
to Boycott Israel! Down with the Regimes which Collaborate 
with Israel! For a Free, Red Palestine! Joint Statement of the 
Revolutionary Communist International Tendency, Interna-
tionalist Socialist League (RCIT-Section in Israel / Occupied 
Palestine), the Communist Left of Australia and the Editor of 
the Blog vansterparlan.v-blog.se (Sweden), 22.7.2014, http://
www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/
joint-statement-defend-gaza/
RCIT and ISL: Palestine: Forward to the Third Intifada! Organ-
ize the Uprising in Workers, Peasant, and Youth Popular Com-
mittees! Revitalize the Arab Revolution! Smash the Imperialist 
Apartheid State Israel! 7.7.2014, http://www.thecommunists.
net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/victory-to-palestinian-
uprising/
Internationalist Socialist League: Summary of the ISL-Pro-
gram, February 2014, http://www.thecommunists.net/theory/
summary-of-isl-program/
Yossi Schwartz: Israel’s War of 1948 and the Degeneration of 
the Fourth International, in: Revolutionary Communism, Spe-
cial Issue on Palestine, No. 10, June 2013, www.thecommu-
nists.net/theory/israel-s-war-of-1948-1 
Yossi Schwartz: Israel’s Six-Day War of 1967. On the Character 
of the War, the Marxist Analysis and the Position of the Israeli 
Left, in: Revolutionary Communism, No. 12, July/August 2013, 
www.thecommunists.net/theory/israel-s-war-of-1967 
Michael Pröbsting: On some Questions of the Zionist Oppres-
sion and the Permanent Revolution in Palestine, in: Revolu-
tionary Communism, Special Issue on Palestine, No. 10, June 
2013, http://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-
middle-east/permanent-revolution-in-palestine 
(4) Michael Pröbsting: On some Questions of the Zionist Op-
pression and the Permanent Revolution in Palestine, in: Revo-
lutionary Communism, Special Issue on Palestine, No. 10, June 

Theory



RevCom#27 | October 2014 35

2013, p. 35, http://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-
and-middle-east/permanent-revolution-in-palestine 
(5) V.I.Lenin: The Socialist Revolution and the Right of Nations 
to Self-Determination (1916), in: LCW 22, p. 149 (our empha-
sis)
(6) On this issue we refer readers also to the chapter “Socialist 
Zionism a la CWI” in: Michael Pröbsting: The Great Robbery 
of the South. Continuity and Changes in the Super-Exploita-
tion of the Semi-Colonial World by Monopoly Capital. Con-
sequences for the Marxist Theory of Imperialism, pp. 353-357, 
2013, http://www.great-robbery-of-the-south.net/
(7) See Sutay Yavuz: Fertility Decline in Turkey from the 1980s 
Onwards: Patterns by Main Language Groups, Ankara 2008, 
p. 133; DEIK/TAIK: Turkey Brief: Turkish - U.S. Relations, 2011, 
p. 13; Dimitrios Trichopoulos and George Papaevangelou: The 
Population Of Greece. A Monograph for the World Population 
Year 1974, CICRED, Athen 1974, p. 11
(8) See Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics: Palestine in Fig-
ures 2012, Ramallah 2013, p. 10; Elior Levy: Report: Palestinians 
to outnumber Jews by 2020, 01.01.13, http://www.ynetnews.
com/articles/0,7340,L-4327295,00.html; Asher Zeiger: Israel at 
65: Population tops 8 million, April 14, 2013, http://www.time-
sofisrael.com/israel-at-65-population-tops-8-million
(9) Michael Pröbsting: On some Questions of the Zionist Op-
pression and the Permanent Revolution in Palestine, in: Revo-
lutionary Communism, Special Issue on Palestine, No. 10, June 
2013, p. 24, http://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-
and-middle-east/permanent-revolution-in-palestine 
(10) On this, see the chapter “Israel’s development into an im-
perialist state” in Michael Pröbsting: On some Questions of the 
Zionist Oppression and the Permanent Revolution in Pales-
tine.
(11) On this, see Yossi Schwartz: Israel‘s War of 1948 and the 
Degeneration of the Fourth International, in: Revolutionary 
Communism, Special Issue on Palestine, No. 10, June 2013, 
http://www.thecommunists.net/theory/israel-s-war-of-1948/ 
and Yossi Schwartz: Israel’s Six-Day War of 1967, July 2013, 
http://www.thecommunists.net/theory/israel-s-war-of-1967/ 
(12) Yossi Schwartz: Israel’s War against the Palestinians, Inter-
nationalist Socialist League (RCIT-Section in Israel/Occupied 
Palestine), 23.7.2014, http://www.thecommunists.net/world-
wide/africa-and-middle-east/gaza-war/ 
(13) Yossi Schwartz: Israel’s War against the Palestinians, Inter-
nationalist Socialist League (RCIT-Section in Israel/Occupied 
Palestine), 23.7.2014, http://www.thecommunists.net/world-
wide/africa-and-middle-east/gaza-war/ 
(14) CWI: The crisis of capitalism and the naked role of impe-
rialism are graphically manifested in the Middle East. Docu-
ment No. 3, CWI 10th World Congress, 28.12.2010 http://www.
socialistworld.net/doc/4736 
(15) Peter Taaffe: Marxismus heute. Antworten auf Krieg, Kap-
italismus und Umweltzerstörung (2006), p. 40; We are quoting 
and translating from the German translation since we don’t 
possess the English-language original of „Marxism in today’s 
World“.
(16) V. I. Lenin: The revolutionary Proletariat and the Right of 
Nations to Self-Determination (1915); in: LCW 21, p. 409
(17) V.I. Lenin - The Right of Nations to Self-Determination 
(1914); in: LCW 20, p.412 (emphasis by Lenin)
(18) G. Zinoviev / V. I. Lenin: Socialism and War (1915) ; in: 
LCW Vol. 21, pp. 306-307
(19) See chapter “The Marxist classics and the right of national 
self-determination” in Michael Pröbsting: On some Questions of 
the Zionist Oppression and the Permanent Revolution in Pal-
estine
(20) V. I. Lenin: The Revolutionary Proletariat and the Right of 
Nations to Self-Determination, in: LCW 21, p. 409
(21) V. I. Lenin: The Socialist Revolution and the Right of Na-

tions to Self-Determination, in: LCW 22, p. 146
(22) Leon Trotsky: On the South African Theses (1935); in: 
Trotsky Writings 1934-35, p. 251
(23) Lynn Walsh: Falklands war: what lessons for the labour 
movement? in: Militant International Review, Nr. 22, Juni 
1982 (reprinted in: Socialism Today, Nr. 108, April 2007, http://
www.socialismtoday.org/108/falklands.html) 
(24) Peter Taaffe: The Rise of Militant, London 1995, Chapter 20 
“The Falklands/Malvinas War”, http://socialistalternative.org/
literature/militant/ 
(25) Michael Pröbsting: The Great Robbery of the South, 
pp. 306-307
(26) To give an overview of our work we refer to some reports 
and videos from the last 9 months: Austria: Rally in Solidar-
ity with Gaza on 13.7.2014! http://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/rally-for-palestine-13-7-
2014/; Austria: Demonstration on the Anniversary of the Raaba 
Massacre in Egypt! http://www.thecommunists.net/world-
wide/africa-and-middle-east/report-egypt-rally-14-8-2014/; 
Egypt: Report with Videos from Demonstration in Austria 
against the Military Dictatorship on 20.4.2014, http://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/egypt-
solidarity-demo-in-austria-20-4-2014/; Austria: Solidarity with 
the Resistance against the Military Dictatorship in Egypt! http://
www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/
solidarity-rally-for-egypt/ 
Those who are interested can view more videos on our You-
Tube channel http://www.youtube.com/revolutioncommu-
nism 
(27) Peter Taaffe: Afghanistan, Islam and the Revolutionary 
Left (2002), http://www.socialistworld.net/pubs/afghanistan/
afghanchp1.html; The following quotes from Taaffe are taken 
from this document.
(28) We have dealt in detail with the CWI’s position on impe-
rialist wars in the chapter “Centrism’s Failure in the Struggle 
against Imperialist Wars” in: Michael Pröbsting: The Great 
Robbery of the South. Continuity and Changes in the Super-
Exploitation of the Semi-Colonial World by Monopoly Capi-
tal. Consequences for the Marxist Theory of Imperialism, 2013, 
http://www.great-robbery-of-the-south.net/
(29) Leo Trotzki: Was nun? Schicksalsfragen des deutschen 
Proletariats (1932); in: Schriften über Deutschland, pp. 246-247; 
in English: Leon Trotsky: What Next? Vital Questions for the 
German Proletariat, http://www.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/
germany/1932-ger/next02.htm 
(30) Israel Starts Ground Offensive: Defend Gaza! Defeat Is-
rael’s War! Support the Palestinian Resistance! For a Workers’ 
and Popular International Campaign to Boycott Israel! Down 
with the Regimes which Collaborate with Israel! For a Free, 
Red Palestine! Joint Statement of the Revolutionary Commu-
nist International Tendency, Internationalist Socialist League 
(RCIT-Section in Israel / Occupied Palestine), the Communist 
Left of Australia and the Editor of the Blog vansterparlan.v-
blog.se (Sweden), 22.7.2014, http://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/joint-statement-defend-
gaza/ 
(31) Judy Beishon: Boycotting Israel: the socialist view, in: So-
cialism Today Issue 169, June 2013, http://www.socialismto-
day.org/169/israel.html 
(32) Johann Zelt: Proletarischer Internationalismus im Kampf 
um Sacco und Vanzetti, Dietz Verlag, Berlin 1958, pp. 219-220
(33) See: Leon Trotsky: Building a New International and the 
United Front Policy, in: Trotsky Writings Supplement 1929-33, 
p. 279 as well as CLA(US): The Militant, Editorial, 21.20.1933
(34) Leon Trotsky: Declaration to the Antiwar Congress at Am-
sterdam (1932), in: Writings 1932, p. 153
(35) Leon Trotsky: Independence of the Ukraine and Sectarian 
Muddleheads (1939); in: Writings 1939-40, S. 54

Theory



RevCom#27 | October 201436

NEW RCIT PUBLICATIONS ON RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM!

www.thecommunists.net       No. 21      March 2014

plus: The crisis in the Ukraine

Price: €5 / $7 / £4,5

Russia as a
Great Imperialist Power

by Michael Pröbsting

Cartoon by Carlos Latuff

Russia as a Great Imperialist Power
By Michael Pröbsting, March 2014

Introduction
I. What are the Criteria for an Imperialist State?
Imperialism and Super-Exploitation
II. Russia: The Nature of its Monopoly Capital and Empire
Monopolization
State Capitalism
Excurse: The Breakdown in the 1990s
Russia’s Rise as an Economic Power
Capital Export of Russian Monopolies
Russia as a Great Political and Military Power
III. Rebuilding the Empire
Russia’s Internal Colonies
Putin’s Eurasian Union and the Semi-Colonies
Migration and Super-Exploitation
IV. The Distinguishing Characteristics of Russian Imperialism
V. The Arguments of Our Critics
WIVP (South Africa): Russia is a Semi-Colony of German Imperialism
LCFI: From “Imperialist” to “Pre-Imperialist” China and Russia
The LCFI’s Schematic Understanding of Imperialism
The Great Imperialist Powers before 1914
Lenin, Trotsky and the Bolsheviks on Russia as an Imperialist Power
An Ultra-Left Version of Kautskyianism
Inverted Social-Imperialists
VI. Appendix: The Capitalist Restoration in Russia (2001) 

Theory

www.thecommunists.net       No. 25      August 2014

Price: €5 / $7 / £4,5

by Michael Pröbsting

Lenin’s Theory
of Imperialism
and Russia’s Rise
as a Great Power

Cartoon by Carlos Latuff 

Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism and 
the Rise of Russia as a Great Power

By Michael Pröbsting, August 2014
Introduction
I. Four Currents in the Workers’ Movement
II. Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism and its Revisionist Distortions
Marx and the Centrality of the Production Process
Imperialism is Based on the Capitalist Value of Production
Is There a Capitalist Country Not Dominated by Finance Capital?
Monopolism as the Essence of Imperialism
The Role of the State in Monopoly Capitalism
Disparity between the Imperialist Powers
Can Only the Richest Countries be Imperialist?
The Disparity between the Great Powers in Lenin’s Time, before 1917
Are the US and British Models of Imperialism Pure Robbery?
Explaining Eastern Imperialist Power before 1914
A Brief Overview of the Imperialist Powers Today
The Theory of the “Transitional” or “Sub-Imperialist” State
Is Inter-Imperialist Rivalry Intensifying or Minimizing?
Excurse: The Maoist Origin of the Super-Power Theory
Modern Apologists for Karl Kautsky’s Theory of Ultra-Imperialism 
Explaining Eastern Imperialist Power before 1914
III. Social-Imperialism as a Caricature of “Anti-Imperialism”
“Third Campism” and the “Anti-Imperialist United Front
with Putin and Xi” in the Struggle between Imperialist Rivals
Inverted Social-Imperialism as a Variation of Class-Collaboration
IV. Again on Russia as an Imperialist Power
Russian and Foreign Monopolies in Banking
Who Controls Russia’s Monopolies?
Russia’s Foreign Investment and Foreign Policy
Excurse: Eurasianism and Putin’s Bourgeois Allies in Western Europe 
VI. Summary



RevCom#27 | October 2014 37Theory

The RCIT is proud to announce the publication of a new book. 
It’s called THE GREAT ROBBERY OF THE SOUTH. The book’s 
subtitle is: Continuity and Changes in the Super-Exploitation of the 
Semi-Colonial World by Monopoly Capital. Consequences for the 
Marxist Theory of Imperialism. The book is in English-language. It 
has 15 chapters, 448 pages and includes 139 Tables and Figures. 
The author of the book is Michael Pröbsting who is the International 
Secretary of the RCIT. 
In The Great Robbery of the South Michael Pröbsting analyses the 
super-exploitation and oppression of the semi-colonial world 
(often referred to as the “Third World”) by the imperialist 
powers and monopolies. He shows that the relationship between 
the small minority of rich capitalist countries and the huge 
majority of mankind living in the semi-colonial world forms 
one of the most important elements of the imperialist world 
system we are living in. The Great Robbery of the South shows 
that the past decades have been a complete confirmation of the 
validity of Lenin’s theory of imperialism and its programmatic 
conclusions.
The Great Robbery of the South demonstrates the important changes 
in the relationship between the imperialist and the semi-colonial 
countries. Using comprehensive material (including 139 Tables 
and Figures), Michael Pröbsting elaborates that never before has 

such a big share of the world capitalist value been produced in 
the South. Never before have the imperialist monopolies been so 
dependent on the super-exploitation of the semi-colonial world. 
Never before has migrant labor from the semi-colonial world 
played such a significant role for the capitalist value production 
in the imperialist countries. Never before has the huge majority 
of the world working class lived in the South – outside of the old 
imperialist metropolises.
In The Great Robbery of the South 
Michael Pröbsting argues that 
a correct understanding of the 
nature of imperialism as well 
as of the program of permanent 
revolution which includes 
the tactics of consistent anti-
imperialism is essential for 
anyone who wants to change the 
world and bring about a socialist 
future. 
Order your copy NOW! $20 / £13 
/ €15 plus p+p (21$ for US and 
international, £9 for UK, €10 for 
Europe)

The RCIT is proud to announce the publication of a new book. 
It’s called Cuba‘s Revolution Sold Out?. The book’s subtitle is: The 
Road from Revolution to the Restoration of Capitalism. The book is in 
English-language. It has 5 chapters plus an appendix, 108 pages 
and includes 19 Tables and Figures. The author of the book is 
Michael Pröbsting who is the International Secretary of the RCIT.
In Cuba‘s Revolution Sold Out? Michael Pröbsting analyses the 
character of the Cuban Revolution 1959-61, its bureaucratic 
degeneration, and the recent march of the Castro leadership 
towards capitalism.
The author demonstrates how the Cuban Revolution, despite the 
initial modest intentions of its leaders, was spurred forward to 
more radical policies by grass roots struggles of Cuban workers 
and peasants. In fact, the very abolishment of capitalism by 
the Cuban regime was no part of the original game plan of 
either Castro’s Movimiento 26 de Julio or of the official Cuban 
communist party (PSP), but rather was a product of precisely 
such pressures from below.
Cuba‘s Revolution Sold Out? describes in detail how a number of 
relatively recent political, economic, and social measures were 
purposely taken by the Cuban government to open the road back 

to capitalism. Pröbsting elaborates the key role of the world’s 
new great imperialist power, China, in Cuba’s state policy as 
exemplified in the June 2011 Sino-Cuban agreement for a first 
Five-Year Plan of cooperation between these two states.
Cuba‘s Revolution Sold Out? examines these developments 
from the viewpoint of Marxist theory, the nature of the ruling 
bureaucracy in Stalinist states, 
and the process of restoration of 
capitalism under such regimes.
In conclusion, the book proposes 
a socialist program for political 
and social revolution in Cuba to 
halt the advance of capitalism 
and to eradicate the country’s 
bureaucratic dictatorship.

Price: 8 Euro / 12 US-Dollars / 7 
British Pound
(plus delivery charges)

Michael Pröbsting: Cuba‘s Revolution Sold Out? 
The Road from Revolution to the Restoration of Capitalism

New Books from the RCIT

The Author: Michael Pröbsting is a revolutionary activist since 30 years. He is the author of many articles and pamphlets in 
German and English language. He published books or contributed to books on Rosa Luxemburg (1999), on the World Economy (2008), 
on Migration (2010) and the Arab Revolution (2011). His latest book, The Great Robbery of the South (published in 2013), analyses the 
super-exploitation and oppression of the semi-colonial world (often referred to as the “Third World”) by the imperialist powers 
and monopolies.  He is the International Secretary of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency. 

Michael Pröbsting: The Great Robbery of the South
Continuity and Changes in the Super-Exploitation of the Semi-Colonial World by Monopoly 

Capital. Consequences for the Marxist Theory of Imperialism

Look for details of the books at www.great-robbery-of-the-south.net  and  www.cuba-sold-out.net
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The Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT) 
is a fighting organisation for the liberation of the working 
class and all oppressed. It has national sections in various 
countries. The working class is the class of all those (and 
their families) who are forced to sell their labour power 
as wage earners to the capitalists. The RCIT stands on the 
theory and practice of the revolutionary workers’ move-
ment associated with the names of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Trotsky.
Capitalism endangers our lives and the future of humani-
ty. Unemployment, war, environmental disasters, hunger, 
exploitation, are part of everyday life under capitalism as 
are the national oppression of migrants and nations and 
the oppression of women, young people and homosexu-
als. Therefore, we want to eliminate capitalism.
The liberation of the working class and all oppressed is 
possible only in a classless society without exploitation 
and oppression. Such a society can only be established in-
ternationally.
Therefore, the RCIT is fighting for a socialist revolution at 
home and around the world.
This revolution must be carried out and lead by the work-
ing class, for she is the only class that has nothing to lose 
but their chains.
The revolution can not proceed peacefully because never 
before has a ruling class voluntarily surrendered their 
power. The road to liberation includes necessarily the 
armed rebellion and civil war against the capitalists.
The RCIT is fighting for the establishment of workers’ and 
peasant republics, where the oppressed organize them-
selves in rank and file meetings in factories, neighbour-
hoods and schools – in councils. These councils elect and 
control the government and all other authorities and can 
always replace them.
Real socialism and communism has nothing to do with 
the so-called “real existing socialism” in the Soviet Union, 
China, Cuba or Eastern Europe. In these countries, a bu-
reaucracy dominated and oppressed the proletariat.
The RCIT supports all efforts to improve the living condi-
tions of workers and the oppressed. We combine this with 
a perspective of the overthrow of capitalism.
We work inside the trade unions and advocate class strug-
gle, socialism and workers’ democracy. But trade unions 
and social democracy are controlled by a bureaucracy. 
This bureaucracy is a layer which is connected with the 
state and capital via jobs and privileges. It is far from the 
interests and living circumstances of the members. This 
bureaucracy’s basis rests mainly on the top, privileged 
layers of the working class - the workers’ aristocracy. 
The struggle for the liberation of the working class must 
be based on the broad mass of the proletariat rather than 
their upper strata.
The RCIT strives for unity in action with other organi-
zations. However, we are aware that the policy of social 
democracy and the pseudo-revolutionary groups is dan-
gerous and they ultimately represent an obstacle to the 

emancipation of the working class.
We fight for the expropriation of the big land owners as 
well as for the nationalisation of the land and its distribu-
tion to the poor and landless peasants. We fight for the 
independent organisation of the rural workers.
We support national liberation movements against op-
pression. We also support the anti-imperialist struggles of 
oppressed peoples against the great powers. Within these 
movements we advocate a revolutionary leadership as an 
alternative to nationalist or reformist forces.
In a war between imperialist states we take a revolution-
ary defeatist position, i.e. we don’t support neither side 
and advocate the transformation of the war into a civil 
war against the ruling class. In a war between an imperial-
ist power (or its stooge) and a semi-colonial country we 
stand for the defeat of the former and the victory of the 
oppressed country.
The struggle against national and social oppression 
(women, youth, sexual minorities etc.) must be lead by 
the working class. We fight for revolutionary movements 
of the oppressed (women, youth, migrants etc.) based 
on the working class. We oppose the leadership of petty-
bourgeois forces (feminism, nationalism, Islamism etc.) 
and strive to replace them by a revolutionary communist 
leadership.
Only with a revolutionary party fighting as its leadership 
can the working class win. The construction of such a 
party and the conduct of a successful revolution as it was 
demonstrated by the Bolsheviks under Lenin and Trotsky 
in Russia are a model for the revolutionary parties and 
revolutions also in the 21 Century.
For new, revolutionary workers’ parties in all countries! 
For a 5th Workers International on a revolutionary basis! 
Join the RCIT!

No future without socialism! No socialism without a revolution! 
No revolution without a revolutionary party!

Revolutionary Communist International Tendency:

What does the RCIT stand for?
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