
At a recent EU Council of Ministers meeting in Salz-
burg (Austria) Teresa May’s plan for Brexit, which 
has been agreed at Chequers, was rejected. Prime 

Minister May took a very aggressive stance and replied to 
their rejection of her hastily conceived plan. The Tory Par-
ty which is split and divided showed that this was May’s 
last throw of the dice. Both the hard Brexiteers Rees-Mogg 
and Boris Johnson reject the plan. May has very little ne-
gotiating room left. Effectively Britain is very close to a no 
deal Brexit.
“Jacob Rees-Mogg, the chair of the European Reform Group of 

hard Brexit Tories, said that Salzburg was a failure and repeated 

that it was time to abandon Chequers. “There is still no reason 
to suppose that Chequers can work either for the UK or the EU. 
Chequers proposes that the UK shares a common rulebook for 
goods and food after Brexit in an attempt to prevent a return 
of customs checks for goods crossing the Irish border, a plan so 
unpopular on the right of the Tory party that Boris Johnson and 
David Davis resigned rather than support it”. [1]
The Tory Party Conference meets this week in Birming-

ham and there are sure to be demands from the Tory right 
and hard Brexiteers that May should resign and a new 
leader appointed. There is no doubt that Boris Johnson is 
the favoured choice of the hard Brexiteers to replace May 
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in the event of an election for a new Tory Leader.
Since the Meeting of Council ministers in September the 

European Union has now rejected May’s proposals for-
mally.
“European Union diplomats have rejected Teresa May’s Con-

ference Pitch that Brussels must move first to break the deadlock 
over Brexit negotiations While the British government insists 
the ball is in the EU’s court, European diplomats speak of a more 
complex diplomatic dance, in which both sides publish papers 
during an intense negotiating period leading up to a crunch 
summit on 18 October. Officials also repeated warnings that the 
EU will not accept the economic part of May’s Chequers plan, 
fearing it would hand British business a permanent competitive 
advantage, over EU rivals”. [2]
Meanwhile the Labour Party was in Conference last week 

and confusion reigns over their Brexit position. Jeremy 
Corbyn, the leader of the Labour party, initially accept-
ed the result of the referendum for Brexit with a Customs 
Union but the Blairite right are opposed to Corbyn and 
will do anything to remove him. So far they have organ-
ised several coups against him because of his opposition 
to war, austerity and partial nationalisation. This is anath-
ema to the Blairites who represent the undisguised cap-
italist and imperialist elements in the Labour party and 
are pushing for a second referendum. They are desperate 
to stay in the EU for the defence of Sterling and the single 
market. They are totally contemptuous of the workers, op-
pressed and migrants. Blair while in government advocat-
ed strict immigration policies which are no different from 
the Tories racist and chauvinist policies against migrants 
and refugees. Corbyn has unfortunately capitulated to 
these elements. His shadow Brexit secretary Keir Starmer 
is a Blairite and did his best to placate those on the right 
of the Party.
Tony Blair, the war criminal and former Prime Minister, 

interviewed in the Evening Standard reiterated his support 
for a second referendum in defence of the Single Market as 
the only way to defend British capitalism.
“Brexit is going to be 100 per cent owned by the Tories. I don’t 

believe Labour will vote for the Tory deal on Brexit, and it will 
allow Labour to say we would have got you a better deal than 
these guys,” he said, adding: “I have a feeling the 17 million 
who voted to leave are going to be short on gratitude, and the 16 
million who voted to remain are going to be long on memory.” 
Speculating about what would happen if the PM’s Brexit deal 
was defeated by MPs, he said: “If it’s defeated in the House of 
Commons, she doesn’t need to resign and there doesn’t need to 
be an election. “She can simply say, OK, I put the deal before 
Parliament and they rejected it. Now it’s right that the people 
have the vote… they should have the final say. It’s actually per-
fectly rational. It’s to say… no let’s decide whether we like the 
deal or not.” [3].
It is obvious in this statement by Blair who completely 

identifies with capitalism that he is even prepared to prop 
up May while the majority of Labour party members want 
her gone. The Blairites are desperate to turn the party into 
a undisguised pro-capitalist party, split the party and 
unite with the pro-European Tories and Liberal Demo-
crats. As far as they are concerned the working class and 
the oppressed are an irrelevance.
The Labour party conference in the end passed a compro-

mise solution on Brexit both Corbyn and McDonnell were 
persuaded to go along with this compromise supported 

by the Blairites and in particular Starmer.
“Labour’s Brexit resolution, freshly adopted at conference 

2018, is already subject to divergent interpretations. Let’s look 
carefully at what it says. First, it states that Labour must vote 
against the Tory Brexit deal unless it meets Labour’s six tests, 
which now seems extremely unlikely. If the deal is rejected by 
the House of Commons, and if this government defeat doesn’t 
trigger a general election (obviously a fervent hope of all Labour 
members, but one that is far from certain given the Fixed-Term 
Parliaments Act), Labour is keeping all options open – including 
a popular vote”. [4]
The RCIT in BRITAIN and its supporters advocated an 

abstention vote at the 2015 Referendum. We reiterate our 
position that neither imperialist option – imperialist Brit-
ain outside or inside the imperialist EU – is a solution for 
the workers and oppressed. There is no “lesser evil” – both 
options are bad for the working class! In our response to 
the centrist group “Red Flag”/ L5Iwe again confirmed our 
internationalist perspective over Europe and Brexit.
“Basically, the comrades of RF/L5I fail to understand that the 

European Union – like the British nation-state – is first and fore-
most a political project of the imperialist ruling class. It is not a 
project to advance the productive forces or to increase migration 
(see the barbaric Frontex regime at the borders of the EU). It is 
a project to improve the conditions for the European imperial-
ist monopolies to exploit the working class and oppressed and 
to give them more leverage against other Great Powers like the 
U.S., Russia or China. The key task for Marxists is to help the 
workers vanguard taking an independent class position. Hence 
the RCIT steadfastly defends the orthodox Marxist position – 
which until 2015 was also supported by the L5I itself – to reject 
support either for the imperialist EU or for the imperialist na-
tion-state. We stand for an independent position of the working 
class and, therefore, refuse to support both the pro-EU faction 
and the anti-EU faction of the imperialist bourgeoisie.” [5]
The RCIT in BRITAIN puts forward the following de-

mands to unite all sections of the working class and op-
pressed:
* For a campaign inside the labour movement and the trade un-

ions to reject both imperialist camps – Remain and Brexit!
* No to European or British Imperialism. For an indefinite gen-

eral strike to bring down this Tory government!
* Reject reactionary Immigration Laws being proposed by the 

Tories to restrict EU migrants coming to Britain!
* For Open Borders all migrants and refugees! For the right of 

migrants to speak their own language, to wear their own dress 
and follow their own customs. For self-defence guards to protect 
migrants and the oppressed from fascist or police provocation!
* For a Workers Government!

Footnotes
(1) https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/21/there-

sa-may-demands-respect-from-eu-in-brexit-negotiations
(2) http://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/brexit/brussels-rejects-

plea-from-theresa-may-to-break-brexit-deadlock/ar-BBNNTM-
k?li=BBoPWjQ&ocid=SK2MDHP
(3) https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/second-brex-

i t - re ferendum-would-be-per fec t ly - ra t ional - says- to-
ny-blair-a3802176.html
(4) https://labourlist.org/2018/09/richard-corbett-what-does-the-

brexit-motion-passed-by-labour-conference-mean-in-practice/
(5) https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/is-a-socialist-trans-

formation-of-the-imperialist-eu-possible/
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Introduction

“Red Flag”, the paper of the British supporters of the 
“League for the 5th International“ (formerly known as 
“Workers Power”), has published an, let’s put it this way, 
odd article. 1 Titled “The workers’ answer to Brexit”, the ar-
ticle polemicizes against various Stalinist and centrist pro-
ponents of Britain leaving the European Union. 2

Red Flag (RF) and the League for the 5th International (L5I) 
rightly reject the backward illusions of sectors of the left 
that leaving the EU and returning to the imperialist na-
tion-state would be a step forward for the working class. 
As the RCIT and its British supporters have explained in 
numerous documents, socialists must not lend support 
to any imperialist form of rule – neither the “sovereign” 
imperialist nation state (like Britain or other Western Eu-
ropean countries) not the imperialist European Union. 
Likewise, socialists can not support any camp in an inner-
imperialist conflict – like e.g. the current Global Trade War 
3 or in military conflicts between such powers. 4 And it 
is equally impermissible for socialists to lend support to 
any faction of the imperialist bourgeoisie when they are 
competing at elections – like e.g. the Republicans vs. the 
Democrats in the U.S. 5

Consequently, RCIT and its British supporters call upon 
workers, socialists and revolutionaries to cast neither a 
YES nor a NO vote in referenda on EU membership, but to 
actively abstain. 6

While RF/L5I correctly criticize those reformists and cen-

trists who are calling for Brexit and who are thereby adapt-
ing to the imperialist nation state (like e.g. Stalinists CPB, 
the CWI or the SWP/IST), they unfortunately fall into the 
other, no less opportunistic, extreme. They defend their 
revisionist position that joining an imperialist alliance like 
the EU would represent a progressive step forward for the 
working class which must be supported. Here is what the 
comrades say:
“The interests of the working class includes not just our pay 

and conditions today, but the impact of any given event on our 
ability to fight in the future, and in particular our ability to free 
ourselves from capital once and for all, by creating an interna-
tional commonwealth of socialist republics in which production 
is planned democratically for need not greed. Viewed from this 
perspective, socialists should oppose Brexit 100% and use any 
principled means to stop it. Why? Because:
1) It imposes massive restrictions on the previous freedom of 

workers from EU countries to travel to and work in the UK, and 
vice versa. This is against the interests of the working class now 
and in the future
2) It imposes further barriers to capitalist trade between the UK 

and EU countries, which in turn mean:
a. Higher prices and job losses arising from tariff and non-tariff 

barriers to trade that will definitely ensue should Brexit take 
place on anything other than ‘Norwegian’ terms ie Single Mar-
ket membership. There is and will be no tariff-free access to the 
single market for non-members of it
b. More limited interaction and integration of the working class 

of Britain with the working class of Europe, weakening the de-
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velopment of a Pan-European fightback against capital and a 
pan-European movement of workers for socialism.”
RF/L5I also claims, once again, that “the principal issue [of 

Brexit is] a massive disruption to trade and economic life that 
turns countries against each other, pushes our culture back-
wards instead of forwards, harms working class living standards 
and sets back the fight for socialism.”

Adapting to EU Imperialism

All these arguments of the L5I are demonstrably wrong 
as we have shown in detail in several pamphlets and ar-
ticles. 7 At this point we limit ourselves to summarize our 
main arguments. We have demonstrated extensively on a 
factual as well as theoretical level that the formation of the 
European Union has not led to a growth of the productive 
forces (let alone cultural progress!). We have shown that 
the rise of free trade in the epoch of imperialism does not 
lead to the advance of the productive forces not to mention 
the living conditions of the working class. Likewise we 
have demonstrated that increase and decline of migration 
is basically not related to the existence of the European 
Union. All these phenomena – with their inner contradic-
tions and dynamics – are a result of the fundamental laws 
of the political economy of capitalism and not specifically 
related to the EU or a free trade treaty.
Nevertheless, the RF/L5I “critically” supports the cre-

ation and advance of imperialist federations like the EU 
or of free trade agreements as a “lesser evil” than national 
states. This contrasts sharply not only with the program of 
the RCIT but also with the position of the Marxist classics. 
As we have shown in detail in past pamphlets, the lead-
ing Marxist theoreticians – from Rudolf Hilferding (in his 
groundbreaking work “Finance Capital”) to Lenin, Lux-

emburg and Trotsky – repudiated support for imperialist 
free trade over imperialist protectionism, for imperialist 
federations over national states.
Consequently, they all rejected any form of support – 

however critically – for the imperialist unification of Eu-
rope. In the words of Lenin: “From the standpoint of the 
economic conditions of imperialism—i.e., the export of capital 
arid the division of the world by the “advanced” and “civilised” 
colonial powers—a United States of Europe, under capitalism, is 
either impossible or reactionary. (…) A United States of Europe 
under capitalism is tantamount to an agreement on the parti-
tion of colonies. Under capitalism, however, no other basis and 
no other principle of division are possible except force. (…) Of 
course, temporary agreements are possible between capitalists 
and between states. In this sense a United States of Europe is 
possible as an agreement between the European capitalists . . 
. but to what end? Only for the purpose of jointly suppressing 
socialism in Europe, of jointly protecting colonial booty against 
Japan and America, who have been badly done out of their share 
by the present partition of colonies, and the increase of whose 
might during the last fifty years has been immeasurably more 
rapid than that of backward and monarchist Europe, now turn-
ing senile. Compared with the United States of America, Eu-
rope as a whole denotes economic stagnation. On the present 
economic basis, i.e., under capitalism, a United States of Europe 
would signify an organisation of reaction to retard America’s 
more rapid development.“ 8

It is not surprisingly that until today RF/L5I has made no 
effort to prove their claims about the progressive character 
of the EU in real life. Limiting themselves to silly polem-
ics against the RCIT, they have not even dared to refute 
the numerous arguments, facts, and quotes which we have 
provided. 9

Basically, the comrades of RF/L5I fail to understand that 

Books of the RCIT
Michael Pröbsting: Greece - A Modern Semi-Colony

The Contradictory Development of Greek Capitalism, Its Failed Attempts to Become
a Minor Imperialist Power, and Its Present Situation as an Advanced Semi-Colonial

The RCIT is proud to announce the publication of a 
new English-language book – GREECE: A MODERN 
SEMI-COLONY. The book’s subtitle is: The Contradictory 
Development of Greek Capitalism, Its Failed Attempts to Become 
a Minor Imperialist Power, and Its Present Situation as an 
Advanced Semi-Colonial Country with Some Specific Features. 
It contains six chapters (144 pages) and includes 12 tables, 
35 figures and 4 maps. The author of the book is Michael 
Pröbsting who serves as the International Secretary of the 
RCIT.
The following paragraphs are the back cover text of the 
book which gives an overview of its content.
Greece is at the forefront both of the capitalist crisis in 
Europe as well as of the class struggle. It is hardly an 
exaggeration to say that what the Arab Revolution has 
been for the world in the past few years, Greece has been 
for Europe.
Subsequently, the question of the class character of Greece 
is of crucial importance both for the domestic as well as for 
the international workers movement: Is it an imperialist 

state, a semi-colonial country or something else, and what 
are its specific features?
In Chapter I we outline a summary of the Marxists’ 
theoretical conception of imperialist respectively semi-
colonial states. In Chapter II we give a brief historical 
overview of the development 
of Greek capitalism. In Chapter 
III we deal with Greece’s failed 
attempt to become a minor 
imperialist power. In Chapter 
IV we outline the historic crisis 
of Greek capitalism from 2008 
until today. In Chapter V we 
elaborate the most important 
programmatic conclusions and 
in the last Chapter we present a 
summary in the form of theses. 
The book contains 12 Tables, 35 
Figures and 4 Maps.
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   and Brexit
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the European Union – like the British nation-state – is first 
and foremost a political project of the imperialist ruling 
class. It is not a project to advance the productive forces or 
to increase migration (see the barbaric Frontex regime at 
the borders of the EU). It is a project to improve the condi-
tions for the European imperialist monopolies to exploit 
the working class and oppressed and to give them more 
leverage against other Great Powers like the U.S., Russia 
or China.
The key task for Marxists is to help the workers vanguard 

taking an independent class position. Hence the RCIT stead-
fastly defends the orthodox Marxist position – which until 
2015 was also supported by the L5I itself – to reject sup-
port either for the imperialist EU or for the imperialist 
nation-state. We stand for an independent position of the 
working class and, therefore, refuse to support both the 
pro-EU faction and the anti-EU faction of the imperialist 
bourgeoisie.
Unfortunately, RF/L5I is defending and even deepening 

its social-imperialist adaption to the European Union.

Is “Neoliberal Globalization a Lesser Evil”?

In this article we want to limit ourselves to two new ar-
guments, or rather, more explicitly articulated arguments 
which the RF/L5I comrades are advancing in defense for 
their pro-EU position. First, they openly state now that 
they consider protectionism as “worse” than neoliberal 
globalization:
“Neoliberal globalisation was a phase in the imperialist epoch 

in which its principal powers sought to create and administer 
a rules-based international order based on nominally free trade 
in which the US and its allies were dominant. That rested on 
the rule of a coalition of centre-right neoliberal politicians who 
lost their electoral base after the effect of the 2008 crisis finally 
filtered through, allowing rightwing populists to win mass sup-
port around a new programme of protectionism and economic 
nationalism. That is Trump. And that is Brexit. What we are 
talking about is not a progressive challenge to neoliberal glo-
balisation, but its decay and collapse into something even worse, 
into the nationalism of ‘America First’ and the dystopian project 
of a Hard Brexit complete with tariffs, price hikes, job losses, 

deportations and heightened rivalry between states as the ideo-
logues of nationalism look for someone to blame for the disasters 
their own policies bring.” (our emphasize)
This outrageous statement comes as no surprise to us. We 

have already warned in our past critique that the logic of 
their arguments forces the L5I to “critically” support all 
forms of transnational imperialism compared with the 
nation-state. “The same opportunistic logic would then also 
lead the L5I to support the various free trade agreements be-
tween the EU and the US (TTIP), between the EU and Canada 
(CETA), between the US and several Asian and Latin Ameri-
can countries (TPP), or between China and a number of Asian 
countries (RCEP) – of course extremely “critical” support and 
naturally in conjunction with their call for “international class 
struggle.”” 10

The latest article of RF/L5I proves that our warning was 
absolutely justified. We repeat that Marxists must not 
fight against imperialist protectionism and nationalism 
by “critically” supporting imperialist globalization and 
imperialist supra-national institutions like the EU, WTO, 
IMF, etc. Both represent reactionary forms of imperialist 
exploitation. How can the RF/L5I comrades ignore the fact 
that imperialist globalization has created the socio-eco-
nomic conditions which, in turn, generated the climate for 
right-wing nationalists to spread their chauvinist poison?! 
Do they really believe that siding with the pro-EU liberal 
urban middle class and the majority of the big bourgeoisie 
supporting membership in the EU can advance the strug-
gle and the consciousness of the working class by an single 
inch?!
Imperialist nationalism is only one form of the inherent 

drive to expansion of imperialist monopoly capital. Impe-
rialist globalization and creating of empires (like the EU) is 
another form. But socialists can not lend support (not even 
super-cccritical) to any of these forms of imperialist expan-
sionism. Supporting Brexit or Remain is equivalent to sup-
porting one of these two forms of imperialist political rule. 
Both are impermissible for revolutionaries. This is why the 
RCIT has always advocated a revolutionary, independent, 
defeatist position directed against both political forms of 
imperialist rule.
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Can a “Socialist Government” Transform the EU?

The second, to put it mildly, “unorthodox” argument of 
the RF/L5I comrades is that they not only “critically” pre-
fer membership in the EU compared to leaving it. They 
also claim now that even a “socialist government” should 
have no desire to leave the imperialist European Union! It 
would rather, according to the new pro-EU gospel of the 
RF/L5I, try to transform the EU!
“A socialist government would swiftly set out a programme of 

nationalisations, taxes on the rich and controls on capital that 
would enable a massive redistribution of wealth. It would im-
mediately be attacked by capitalists at home and abroad. That 
would definitely include attacks from the imperialist ruling class 
in Britain and the imperialist ruling class in the EU.
The EU would of course rush to point to various treaties and 

rules against expropriations and state aid – not just EU rules, 
by the way, but pretty much every one of Britain’s 110 bilateral 
investment treaties and of course also – dun dun daaaaaa – the 
WTO’s rules. So, we’d have a choice. Comply or defy. We could 
comply like Syriza did in Greece and end up administering hor-
rible austerity and cuts. Or we could defy.
We propose the latter course. Defy all these rules and fight. Ap-

peal to the working class movement in the EU and every other 
country. Say ‘look, this is what the rules are designed to do, let’s 
rise up and defy them together.’ Build an international move-
ment around an international programme of socialist measures 
and international defiance of the capitalists.
What could the EU do then? Well, they could sue us in the EU 

courts. So what, we could still defy. They could try to expel us. 
But guess what. There is no expulsion mechanism provision in 
the treaty, no Article X that says ‘Get Out’.
So they’d be left with their only weapon: renegotiate the treaty 

and impose trade restrictions on us. They’d need a unanimous 
vote of all member states, including all the Belgian regional par-
liaments, some of which are controlled by the left. But it’d be a 
real threat. Remember, trade embargos are what have impover-

ished Cuba, and are causing chaos in Venezuela today. Remem-
ber: the early Soviet Republic fought for years precisely to secure 
trade agreements with other countries against a world embargo.
Er – so why on earth would we want to walk out of a trade 

bloc. Why make it easier for the bosses to embargo us? Syriza’s 
mistake was not that they stayed in, it’s that they *caved* in and 
carried out austerity.
We don’t propose giving in. We propose staying in and fighting. 

Fighting alongside the victims of austerity in France, Germany, 
Spain, Italy and yes Greece. Fighting not to break it up and walk 
out one by one into a hell of competing national capitalist blocs, 
nor for some milquetoast programme of ‘reforming’ the EU, but 
fighting together to OVERTHROW the Commission, the Coun-
cil of Ministers and the institutions of the EU *and the Member 
States* and to replace them with a Socialist United States of 
Europe.”

An Opportunist Pipe Dream!

This is certainly one of the most bizarre statements of the 
L5I in the last years! Basically, the comrades transform the 
classic Marxist conception of seizing power by the work-
ing class into a legalistic vision of wrangling inside the EU 
in order to abolish the EU institutions and to transform it 
into a Socialist United States of Europe.
As a matter of fact, a socialist government can not expro-

priate the bourgeoisie in a peaceful way. Marxists have al-
ways insisted that this will trigger a violent response from 
the ruling class and open a civil war. The imperialist bour-
geoisie – both in Britain (or any other state) as well as in 
the EU – will resort to all political, economic and military 
means in order to defeat the insurrectional working class. 
A socialist government can not help but to closely control 
the border so that it knows who wants to enter the coun-
try. It can not help but to impose a foreign trade monopoly 
in order to stop imperialist attempts of economic sabotage. 
It can not help but to mobilize its Red Army in order to 

Syria and Great Power Rivalry:
The Failure of the „Left“

By Michael Pröbsting, April 2018
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fight back the imperialist invaders (or to support insurrec-
tions of the workers and oppressed abroad).
The leading Marxist theoreticians of the 20th century have 

been unambiguously clear on this issue as we have elab-
orated many times. 11 Let us, at this point, give just one 
quote from Trotsky in which he dealt with the revolution-
ary strategy for Britain:
“In preparing to take state power it is thus necessary to prepare 

for all the consequences that flow from the inevitable resistance 
of the possessing classes. It must be firmly understood: if a truly 
workers’ government came to power in Britain even in an ul-
tra-democratic way, civil war would become unavoidable. The 
workers’ government would be forced to suppress the resistance 
of the privileged classes. To do this by means of the old state 
apparatus, the old police, the old courts, the old army would 
be impossible. A workers’ government created by parliamenta-
ry means would be forced to construct new revolutionary or-
gans for itself, resting upon the trade unions and working-class 
organizations in general. This would lead to an exceptional 
growth in the activity and initiative of the working masses. On 
the basis of a direct struggle against the exploiting classes the 
trade unions would actively draw closer together not only in 
their top layers but at the bottom levels as well, and would arrive 
at the necessity of creating local delegate meetings, i.e. councils 
(Soviets) of workers’ deputies. A truly Labour government, that 
is to say, a government dedicated to the end to the interests of the 
proletariat would find itself in this way compelled to smash the 
old state apparatus as the instrument of the possessing classes 
and oppose it with workers’ councils. That means that the dem-
ocratic origin of the Labour government – even had this proved 
possible – would lead to the necessity of counterposing revolu-
tionary class force to the reactionary opposition.” 12

Needless to say, that one can find hundreds of such state-
ments in the writings of the revolutionary Communist 
International and later the Fourth International. Only stub-
born right-wing centrists like the Peter Taffees’ CWI or 
Alan Woods’ IMT have always claimed that a peaceful 
road to socialism would be possible. It seems that the ex-
revolutionary L5I is adapting to such revisionist nonsense. 
Could this be related to the fact that they are now already 
entrenching themselves inside the reformist Labour Party 
for more than three years?!

How is it possible to imagine such a silly scenario like the 
one outlined by RF/L5I in which a socialist state would 
not decisively break with the imperialist states which are 
waging economic or military war against it?! No, such a 
pacifist pipe dream is impossible in real life! It is unavoid-
able for a socialist Britain (or any other European state) to 
break with the imperialist EU!
Unfortunately, the RF/L5I is trapped in its new centrist 

method and “forgets” all this fundamental truth of Marx-
ism. Instead it starts silly reformist speculations about de-
fying the EU while remaining part of it. It claims that the 
EU would have basically no means to bring down a social-
ist government! You see, the expropriation of the capitalist 
class, can be a simple affair: When the EU wants to destroy 
the socialist government, just “defy all these rules and fight. 
(…) What could the EU do then? Well, they could sue us in the 
EU courts. So what, we could still defy. They could try to expel 
us. But guess what. There is no expulsion mechanism provision 
in the treaty, no Article X that says ‘Get Out’. So they’d be left 
with their only weapon: renegotiate the treaty and impose trade 
restrictions on us.”
How silly were we orthodox Marxists when we imagined 

the expropriation of the capitalist class as a violent affair! 
No, according to the new theory of RF/L5I, it is simply a 
question of putting pressure on the imperialists and enter-
ing negotiations because the EU has no legal mechanism 
to expel a socialist member state! Meanwhile, one could 
undisturbed appeal to the working class inside the EU and 
to help bringing one socialist government after the other 
into power!
At the recent UN General Assembly, Iran’s Rouhani 

(rightly) accused Trump of a “weakness of intellect”. Unfor-
tunately, Trump seems not to be the only one with such a 
deficit!
No, this new theory is nothing but a reformist pipe dream 

of the RF/L5I! A socialist Britain and an imperialist EU 
are antagonistic entities with diametrically opposed class 
interests. The working class in power must immediately 
break with the imperialist institutions (like the EU, the 
WTO, the IMF, etc.) in order to cut all political, economic 
or military means which could be utilized by the imperial-
ists to sabotage and defeat the working class in power! The 



LIBERATION#21 I October 20188

imperialist ruling class – both in Britain as well as in the 
EU – will always find ways to throw its might against the 
insurrectional working class. They will do so irrespective-
ly if this is legally allowed by the EU de-facto constitution 
(the so-called Treaty of Lisbon) or not.
The iron logic of opportunist adaption to the liberal pro 

EU middle class (inside and outside the Labour Party) 
pushes the RF/L5I deeper and deeper into the direction 
of social-imperialism. Initially, they “only” advocated a 
“critical vote” for Britain remaining in the EU. Later they 
claimed that the EU would represent “bourgeois democratic 
progress” and that it would objectively help in the “devel-
opment of productive forces and of the international conscious-
ness of the working class.” Now, they claim that imperialist 
protectionism is “worse” than imperialist neoliberal glo-
balization, i.e. indicating that they would “critically” de-
fend all institutions representing imperialist globalization 
against the threat of protectionism. And they fantasize 
about a socialist government in Britain which would stay 
inside the imperialist EU, block their counterrevolution-
ary attempts (as the latter supposedly lacks legal means 
for this) and transform it into a Socialist United States of 
Europe.

Would Communists have “Critically” Defended
the Existence of the British Empire? Surely Not!

The idea of such a socialist transformation of imperialist 
institutions is not new. In 1920, Sidney and Beatrice Webb 
– internationally renowned proponents of revisionism at 
their time – wrote a whole book about “A Constitution for 
the Socialist Commonwealth of Great Britain”. This famous 
Fabian couple outlined, in 400 pages, a detailed concep-
tion how the British Empire could be transformed towards 
socialism. 13

Of course, today the British Empire exists only in the 
nostalgic dreams of some English aristocrats. However, 
instead, there exists another imperialist Empire called the 
European Union. The communists in the time of Lenin 
and Trotsky never desired to keep the British Empire and 
transform it towards socialism. They rather desired to 
smash the British Empire in order to open the road to the 
liberation of the working class and the oppressed people 
and the creation of a federation of workers (and peas-
ants) republics. This view was reflected, for example, in 
an article by the British communists in 1923. It attacked 
the revisionist vision of the Webbs and called for an anti-
imperialist strategy. Instead of striving to keep the Empire 
(today we would say European Union), the communists 
called to “repudiate the bonds of Empire and liberate the ex-
ploited masses“!
“What, then, is the Communist answer to the questions aris-

ing out of the existence of the Empire? If the workers come to 
power in this country what ought they to do? The answer is 
clear and definite. Repudiate the bonds of Empire and liberate 
the exploited masses and join in the fight to crush their enemies 
by helping to form workers’ and peasants’ Governments in the 
liberated countries. But the imperialists would attack? Then join 
in the defensive fight and use the situation to spread the revolu-
tion in the camp of the attackers. To hold aloof in the class war in 
the name of “self-determination” may be good pacifism. In our 
opinion, it is rank cowardice and certainly not the way to win 
victory for the workers. 

But it may be asserted that by the act of liberation from the 
Empire it may not follow that the workers’ and peasants’ Gov-
ernment would come to power. Very well, the workers’ Govern-
ment of Britain would have to use its economic, political and 
agitational power to ripen the conditions to secure such a con-
summation whilst being prepared to defend the liberated nation 
from the attacks of external forces. (...) The Communist alter-
native which can be put to that of the Imperial Conference and 
their understudies of the Labour Party and I.L.P. briefly stated 
is as follows:
(1) Support every measure to organise the workers of the coun-

tries within the Empire, that will enable them to struggle for 
improvements as a means to developing their forces to secure 
self-government by the seizure of power. 
(2) To conduct strenuous agitation in this country in support of 

these workers and peasants with a view to exposing the ramifica-
tions and implications of imperialism and uniting the workers of 
this country with the exploited workers throughout the Empire. 
(3) To aid by every possible means, whether in the colonies or 

here, in securing the liberation of these countries from the con-
trol of the Empire and assist in their struggle against all the 
imperialists. 
These are the tasks which provide the workers in the Empire 

with their answer to the Imperial Conference and the special ob-
ligations which history places upon the working class in Great 
Britain in the revolutionary struggle against international im-
perialism.” 14

What a gulf between the British communist politics in the 
time of Lenin and Trotsky and the politics of the British 
L5I supporters today!
Communists always oppose the existence of imperialist 

Empires – in the past as well as the present! Following 
the new social-imperialist logic of the L5I, Marxists would 
have had to view the British Empire (renamed into British 
Commonwealth of Nations in 1931) as a step forward com-
pared with the existence of Britain as a nation state only. 
Consequently, they would had to “critically” defend the 
survival of the British Empire against its dissolution since, 
in the logic of the comrades, such an Empire represented a 
much larger entity than the British nation state alone and, 
hence, it would allow much better conditions for the de-
velopment of the productive forces.
Naturally, such a reactionary position has nothing in 

common with Marxism. It has rather everything in com-
mon with Labourite social-imperialism. But with the new 
centrist logic of the L5I such a conclusion is the only possi-
ble one! They must “critically” support all forms of impe-
rialist expansionism – starting from free trade agreements 
like NAFTA, TTIP, CETA, etc. up to the existence of the 
EU – as they allegedly constitute “progress” in relation to 
the nation state.

Conclusions

As we have already warned in past works, it is only a 
small step from such a social-chauvinist position to the 
support for imperialist wars (albeit very “critically”)! Len-
in often cited the famous principle of the Prussian mili-
tary theorist von Clausewitz according to which the “war 
is nothing but the continuation of politics by other means.” 15 If 
the alleged advantages of larger imperialist countries and 
business associations for the development of productive 
forces and of the international consciousness of the work-
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ing class are actually so important for the L5I leadership, 
so much so that they are in favor of EU membership – then 
why not support achieving such greater political and eco-
nomic state organizations by military means?
Surely, the L5I comrades currently oppose such conclu-

sions. But the inner logic of such an approach is merciless: 
if one supports or defends the creation of larger imperi-
alist entities (like the EU) why not supporting it also via 
military means?! We repeat: anyone who extends even a 
little finger to the program of social imperialism is inevita-
bly caught in the net of its political chasms.
Communists must defend a consistent, revolutionary, in-

ternationalist and defeatist position when it comes to proj-
ects of imperialist expansionism. They must oppose im-
perialist free trade agreements and they must oppose the 
imperialist European Union. At the same time they must 
also oppose the imperialist nation state as it basically rep-
resents only a smaller version of the same beast: reaction-
ary institutions of the imperialist ruling class.
Therefore, the RCIT considers the EU, like the British state, 

as an imperialist enemy and calls the workers vanguard 
not to support either of them. In the past, when the L5I 
was a revolutionary organization, it shared this outlook. 
Today, it has repudiated its own tradition and program 
without openly explaining why it threw its traditional po-
sition over board.
We repeat our conclusion written two years ago: “All these 

examples show that the new position of the L5I on the EU and 
its justification inevitably drive them in the direction of social-
imperialism. Despite their anti-imperialist rhetoric, they would 
support the concrete central projects of the EU and other im-
perialist powers – in the name of the “development of produc-
tive forces and of the international consciousness of the work-
ing class.” Ultimately, the group would degenerate to becoming 
“critical” (of course) cheerleaders for the imperialist powers and 
their expansionism. What a sad end for a group that once embod-
ied a proud revolutionary tradition!” 16

Authentic revolutionaries must revolt against such a pro-
EU social-imperialist orientation! It is crucial break with 
such centrism and to unite on the basis of a consistent 
Marxist program. It is more urgent than ever to build an 
international revolutionary organization in order to fight 

against all forms of social-chauvinism – both pro-EU as 
well as pro-UK! Only a strong revolutionary force can ef-
fectively combat centrist confusion! This is the task of the 
RCIT and we call all authentic revolutionaries to join us!
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We live in a multi-cultural society and as such should 
respect customs and practices of all peoples. Migrants 
and refugees are the most exploited section of the work-
ing class often working in low paid employment and bad 
housing conditions. The RCIT campaigns for Open Bor-
ders and for migrants to have the right to wear their own 
dress and speak their own language. We emphasize the 
importance of supporting the organizing of such layers 
and of winning them to the revolutionary party (resp. 
pre-party organization).
In the RCIT’s book on the united front tactic we stated our 

position quite clearly.
“We think that, in principle, revolutionaries should encourage 

and support the formation of new political forces which reflect 
the struggle of migrants against racism and for their rights. Fur-
thermore, revolutionaries should contribute to such a process a 
revolutionary perspective, focusing on the most burning issues 
of the struggle of the oppressed. They should also try to widen 
the list to integrate progressive sectors of the workers’ movement 
who are prepared to accept migrants as equal partners. 
All these experiences demonstrate that it is truly possible for 

communists to engage in systematic united front work with 
migrant organizations. Furthermore, our orientation to these 
sectors of the working class has also helped us to recruit a sub-
stantial share of migrants to our organizations. 
Such an orientation is crucial for us as Bolshevik-Communists 

since we consider it of utmost important to build an organiza-
tion which is not solely fighting for the working class interests 
but which is also fighting together with the workers and through 
the workers. Naturally, when we speak about the workers, we 
don’t mean the upper, privileged strata – the labor aristocracy 

– but rather the class’ huge majority, i.e., the “mass proletarian 
elements” as the Comintern called it. 
In other words, an authentic revolutionary organization must 

orientate itself to the lower and middle strata of the working 
class among which the migrants constitute a crucial sector in 
imperialist countries.” [4].
The RCIT in Britain calls on all workers and youth and 

the oppressed to join us in a concerted campaign to root 
out all forms of racism and Islamophobia in the working 
class and put forward the following demands to unite all 
sections of the working class.
* Muslims must have the right to wear their own dress and 

speak their own language!
* Protect Muslim communities with self-defence guards against 

fascist or police provocation!
* For Open Borders and free movement for all throughout im-

perialist countries!
* Form Action Committees as a precursor to the formation of a 

Constituent Assembly where issues on racism and Islamophobia 
can be discussed!
* For a General strike to bring down the May government!
* For a Revolutionary Workers Government!
* Build the 5th International in order to unite all sections of the 

working class and the oppressed!

Footnotes
(1) https://inews.co.uk/news/politics/boris-johnson-apolo-

gise-burka-comments/
(2) https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/10/

boris-johnson-burqa-misogyny-bigotry-eton-oxford
(3) https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/aug/14/unsafe-

muslim-women-fear-abuse-boris-johnson-burqa
(4) https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/book-united-front/

chapter-8/

Books of the RCIT
Michael Pröbsting: World Perspectives 2018 -

A World Pregnant With Wars And Popular Uprisings
The RCIT is proud to announce the publication of a new English-
language book – WORLD PERSPECTIVES 2018: A WORLD 
PREGNANT WITH WARS AND POPULAR UPRISINGS. The 
book’s subtitle is: Theses on the World Situation, the Perspectives 
for Class Struggle and the Tasks of Revolutionaries.
This book is a major contribution of our organization to keep 
the Marxists’ analysis of the world situation and its accelerating 
contradictions updated. As we emphasize in the document, we 
consider it as crucial for revolutionaries to understand the nature 
and the inner dynamics of the current historic period. Without 
such an understanding it is impossible for socialists, indeed for 
all liberation fighters, to possess the necessary political compass 
on which they can base their program, strategy and tactics.
Since several years does the RCIT publish annual studies on 
the world situation in which it analysis its most important 
developments and changes. This book updates the Marxist 
analysis of the state of the world economy, of the relations 
between the Great Powers, of the struggle between the classes 
and the tactics of revolutionaries. We also deal in depth with 
new issues respectively extend our theoretical analysis on 
several questions. In particular we have deepened in this book, 

among others, our understanding of the nature respectively the 
transitional character of the present world political phase, of the 
nature of different types of wars and the tactical conclusions 
arriving from this, of the complex nature of the conflicts in the 
Middle East, of the capitalist restoration in North Korea and, 
finally, we have elaborated a new proposal for an international 
platform for the unification of 
revolutionary forces in the present 
phase.
The book contains a preface, 
introduction and seven eight 
chapters plus an appendix (118 
pages) and includes 23 figures , 
9 tables and 2 maps. The author 
of the book is Michael Pröbsting 
who serves as the International 
Secretary of the RCIT. 
You can find the contents and 
download the book for free at 
https://www.thecommunists.net/
theory/world-perspectives-2018/
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Boris Johnson Instigates Racial Hatred!
Defend Muslim Women from Racist and Islamophobic Attacks!

By Joseph Adams, RCIT Britain, September 2018

Boris Johnson, the former foreign secretary in the 
May government, recently launched a vicious racist 
attack on Muslim women who wear the niqab or hi-

jab. Johnson is a hard brexiteer in the Tory party and much 
admired by the racist and misogynist Donald Trump. He 
used his comments on Muslim migrants and refugees to 
stake his claim to be Prime Minister and help to depose 
Theresa May.
“Boris Johnson is at the centre of a Tory race row after Theresa 

May urged him to apologise for “offensive” comments claim-
ing that Muslim women in burkas look like letterboxes and bank 
robbers. He said it was “weird and bullying to expect women to 
cover their faces” and described the burka as “ridiculous”. He 
added that women wearing them looked like letterboxes or bank 
robbers”. [1]
“Boris Johnson’s comparison of women to inanimate objects 

such as letterboxes betrays a kind of misogyny that has become 
an all too familiar feature of his alpha-male politics. And in 
March this year, he was forced to apologise to Emily Thornber-
ry (Shadow Foreign Secretary) for misrepresenting her as “the 
learned lady, the Baroness, whatever it is, of Nugee” in a dis-
missive reference to his rival’s husband, Christopher”. [2]
These attacks on migrants and refugees are symptomat-

ic of British imperialism which is in a crisis. Because of 
this the Tory government is always seeking to divide the 
working class on racial grounds. The debate around Brexit 
shows the extreme chauvinism inherent in the ruling class 
and the bourgeoisie always seeks to shift the blame from 
themselves onto other people. The working class in Britain 
has always had a section in the upper sector – the labour 
aristocracy – which is heavily influenced by bourgeois 
ideology and therefore very conservative. It displays the 
most reactionary and racist views. Leon Trotsky referred 
to what he called the most backward layer.
Johnson and others are merely fuelling this racism and 

extreme chauvinism. This is even reflected amongst the 
police force in Britain which displays every sympathy to-
wards the fascists and racists. When masses of youth and 
workers protested against Donald Trump’s visit to Britain 
the police sought to protect fascists of the English Defence 
League. There are many cases of attacks on Muslims by 
extreme right wing fascists who are often lauded in the 
capitalist press.
Sajid Javid the Tory Home secretary meanwhile is deport-

ing plenty of migrants and refugees and refusing them 
a visa in Britain. This is similar to Donald Trump in the 
United States who imprisons migrants, separates parents 
from their children and also deports American nationals 
who have lived in the country all their lives.
Many Muslim women have spoken out against this racist 

attack explaining why they wear the hijab or niqab.
“That person is not educated. Part of British values is trying to 

respect and embrace the norms of all the faiths. Even if we don’t 
understand it, we honour common ground. Every individual has 
a choice to live their life the way they want to, and we should 
respect that.” Women have spoken of feeling vulnerable, and 
some have been abused. The anti-Muslim hate-crime monitoring 
group Tell Mama has reported a spike in abuse against Muslim 
women since Johnson’s column appeared. In the week before the 
column was published, five women reported incidents against 
them (all were wearing the hijab, and none wore the niqab). In 
the week after the column, 14 women wearing the hijab and sev-
en who wore the niqab reported abuse to the organization”. [3]
Rupa Huq, a Muslim Labour MP for Ealing in West Lon-

don, has been the recipient of hate mail denouncing Mus-
lims and particularly Muslim women who choose to wear 
the hijab or the niqab.
The RCIT in BRITAIN has always fought against racism 

and Islamophobia amongst sections of the working class. 

Source: Martin Foskett, https://www.pexels.com/photo/211317/


